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Offkw ill King beating get 30 months 

££ jj) Z " 0 1 whi . le . P® 1 *" officers convicted of violating 

bUwA moiQTgi Rodney Kings cnnl rights in an infamous video Japed 
bcatmg were sentenced on Wed ne sday to 30 months in prison. Acuna out 
Sjf !" 811 cx P ,OJ ' vc two-year-old courtroom drama. U S. 

J °^ n Davki jW® 1 **« P™™ < crau on Sergeant Stacey 
Koon and officer Laurence Powell after nearly four hours of impassioned 
“*““??** by. prosecutors and defence lawyers. Sgt. Koon. who directed 
tbC ul ° calin ^* an< f Mx. Powell, who delivered most of the baton blows 
“““ have received prison terms of up to 10 yean. Mr. Davies said he 
cnc«e to sentence the defendants in the lower range of rbe federal court 
guidelines because of the r es i st a nc e pul up Mr. King during his arrest and 
the negative impact cm their lives from the notoriety of the case. But he 
sad he was also swayed by the fact the officers ■ are first-time offender! 
with otherwise dean records of police service. 
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U.S. official held for ‘spying’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A State Department secretary is charged with 
passing secret diplomatic cables to an African journalist who relayed them 
to rebels trying to topple the Liberian government, the government said 
Wednesday. Geneva Jones , 47, was accused of smuggling the documents 
out of the State Department in roUcd-up newspapers, her purse or a bag 
and delivering them to Dominic Ntube, a Cameroon journalist based in 
Washington, and to a Kenyan national named Fabian Makani, according 
to court papers. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents said they 
searched Mr. Ntube's apartment where he was arrested Tuesday and 
found thousands of Stale Department documents and 39 documents 
marked secret. The court papers said that investigators turned up 
evidence that Mr. Ntube had transmitted copies of documents by facsimile 
machine to Liberian rebels. A Sate Department investigator who visited 
the abandoned headquarters of Liberian rebel leader Charles Taylor 
found 14 c l as sifi ed State Department cables that had been transmitted 
from a fax machine in Mr. Ntube's apartment, the court papers said. Both 
Ms. Jones and Mr. Ntube's are charged with illegally transmitting 
classified documents, a charge that carries a 10-year prison term. 
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Parliament dissolved; polls set for Nov. 

No clear indication yet of action on Election Law; 1,319,000 voters on roster 
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By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 




AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday issued a 
Royal Decree dissolving the IJtft 
Lower House of Parliament, arid 
la’e'if?; 4 fhe government set Nov. 8 as the 
- lint. ^ ate f° r the first multi-party polls 
in over three decades. 

“We, Hussein the First, King 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, in accordance with Arti- 
cle 34 of the Consti ration, order 
the Lower House erf Parliament 
dissolved as of August 4." King 
Hussein said in the Royal De- 
cree. 
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And in accordance with Article 
17 of the Election Law, the 
Cabinet announced Nov. 8 as the 
date for the new elections -fter a 
meeting headed by Prime Minis-- 
ter Abdul Salam A1 Majaii. 

King Hussein later conferred 
with members of the Cabinet and 
“blessed the government decision 
nigral^ urged that the coming elec 
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tions be held at the highest 
degree of fairness, neutrality and 
competence," Minister of In- 
formation Ma’an Abu Nowar told 
reporters at the end of the meet- 
ing, which was attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Royal Court Chief 
Khaied A1 Karaki. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said the meet- 
ing did not discuss possible 
changes to the Election Law, but 


an official source confirmed that 
a draft legislation was presented 
to King Hussein Tuesday, adding 
that it was still undear whether 
the King was ready yet to am on 
the government's recommenda- 
tion. 

"The Cabinet did not discuss 
changing the Election Law ... and 
the issue was not discussed cither 
before or after (the meeting with 
the King)," Dr. Abu Nowar said. 

The highly-placed source, 
however, said the Ministry of 
Interior has finalised a draft leg- 
islation that mainly proposes re- 
placing the current bloc-voting 
system wirh the one-person-one- 
vote formula. 

The draft legislation also re- 
commended cancelling clause of 
Article 18 of the current Election 
Law, which bans members of 
illegal groups from contesting the 
elections, sources said. 

The new draft legislation, 
however, does not propose the 
redrawing of voting precincts 
which is believed to be the most 
complex process that the govern- 
ment would have had to tackle 
had it decided to draw new con- 
stituencies. 

Under the current Election, 
Law, voters have as many votes 
as the number of seats assigned 
for their constituencies which do 
not ensure equal representation 
for equal number of people. 

Observers, who saw the dis- 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday meets the Council of Ministers (Petra photo) 


solution of the House as a pre- 
liminary step towards changing 
the Election Law, believe that the 
introduction of the one-man-one- 
vote formula would work against 
large and well-organised groups 
which benefited the most from 
the bloc-voting system through 
forming alliances and coattails in 
the 1989 elections. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, which feels targetted 
by the change, is expected to be 
the big loser if the one-person- 


one-vote system is introduced. 
The movement is the fiercest 
opposer of introducing the one- 
person-one-voLe formula and has 
threatened to boycott the elec- 
tions if the government changed 
the law unilaterally and without 
the approval of the House. 

The Brotherhood's 23 strong 
bloc at the former House had also 
warned that it would call for an 
extraordinary session of the 
House if the government did not 
pass the changes through the 


legislature. 

The dissolving of Parliament 
was therefore seen by observers 
as a move to preempt a 
Brotherhood-led request by de- 
puties to hold an extraordinary 
session of rhe House, even 
though the decision is constitu- 
tional and legal as Dr. Abu 
Nowar said. 

“If Parliament was not dis- 
solved, it would have been called 
for an extraordinary session," 
said Ishaq A1 Farhan, president 


of the Islamic Action Front under 
whose umbrella the Brotherhood 
parliamentary candidates would 
contest the elections. 

Usually well-informed obser- 
vers agree that a change in the 
law has now become imminent. 
In addition to dissolving the Low- 
er House, they cite as strong 
indication of the government’s 
intention to change the law state- 
ments by Dr. Majaii that there 
are many loopholes in the legisla- 
tion and that the national debate 


on the law that King Hussein had 
called for has been taking place in 
the press and among the coun- 
try's intelligentsia. The effective 
ruling out of a mechanism similar 
to the one through which the 
National Charter was adopted in 
1991 as a forum for electoral 
changes is another indicator that 
the government would act on the 
law unilaterally, they said. 

Observers, however, did not 
expect the government to 
announce a decision on the law 
under which the election will be 
held until the end of the voter 
registration period on Aug. 15. 
They agreed that through de- 
laying a decision on the Election 
Law, the government aimed at 
aborting possible moves by poli- 
tical groups to transfer voters to 
different constituencies, thus 
guaranteeing support in different 
areas. The period for transfer of 
voters’ constituencies ended on 
Aug. 1. 

Minister of Interior SaJameh 
Hararoad told reporters Wednes- 
day that 291,000 new voters had 
registered, bringing the total 
number of registered voters to 
1.319 million. By international 
standards, which estimate the 
eligible voters of a country's 
population at 40 per cent, Jordan 
would have 1.6 million eligible 
voters and therefore the percen- 
tage of eligible voters in Jordan 
who appear willing to vote is a 


high one, said Mr. Hammad. 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, quoted King Hussein as d rais- 
ing the high awareness of people 
and their enthusiasm to “shoul- 
der their great constitutional re- 
sponsibilities to elect a new legisl- 
ature from among the best of 
Jordanians so that (the deputies) 
can perform their roles in serv- 
ing" the country. 

The King also urged abidance 
by the law and reiterated Jordan’s 
commitment to the democratic 
march, freedom, political plural- 
ism and human rights. 

Dr. Abu Nowar said that the 
minister of interior briefed the 
King on the procedures that 
would be followed during the 
elections. 

During his meeting with the 
Cabinet, the King also briefed the 
ministers on the outcome of his 
recent visits to Britain, France 
and Turkey and instructed con- 
cerned ministers to follow up on 
them. Dr. Abu Nowar said. 

Petra said Dr. Majaii briefed 
the King on the Cabinet's work 
mechanism, the measures it has 
taken to decentralise government 
work and its efforts to bring 
about better relations with Arab 
countries. 

Petra said the King praised the 
democratic orientation of the 
Cabinet and the participation of 
all its members in the decision- 
making process. 


Christopher says peace process saved 

U.S. envoy optimistic after talks with Syrian and Lebanese leaders 
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Combined agency dispatches 

ZAHLE, Lebanon — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Wednesday he be- 
lieved the Middle East peace 
process had been salvaged after 
dfest week’s violence in southern 
Lebanon and Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations would resume. 

Speaking after two hours of 
talks with Lebanese leaders in the 
eastern town of Zahle, Mr. 
Christopher said the Lebanese 
appeared prepared to continue 
the 21-montb-old peace talks with 
Israel despite a seven-day Israeli 
blitz of the south last week. 

"I want to once again not to 
over-build expectations but I 
think we have salvaged the peace 
process and I think we will be 
able to resume the discussions, 
hopefully energised by these 
events," be told a news confer- 
ence. 

“But I emphasise the difficulty 
of the course and coming here to 
Lebanon certainly is a reminder 
of the difficult days ahead." 

He said his two hours of talks 
in Lebanon were excellent and a 
ceasefire that he brokered lasr 
week to end the seven -day Israeli 
offensive on the south was 
“somewhat fragile” but he wel- 
comed government plans to send 
Lebanese troops to the region 
(sec page 10). 

Mr. Christopher announced 



U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher meets with Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad (AFP pirate) 


the United States was rechanneU- 
ing stocks of food and funds and 
sending a 750-bed mobile hospital 
worth Sll million to help the 
people of the battered south. 

Earlier Wednesday, Mr. War- 
ren Christopher met Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad. 

“We believe that talks that 
secretary Christopher has had to- 
day may salvage the peace pro- 
cess, because we believe objec- 
tively the recent events in Leba- 
non ... had they continued would 


have buried the peace process in 
the rubble," Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa told a 
joint news conference. 

Mr. Christopher said he had a 
“useful set of discussions” and 
endorsed the Syrian minister's 
evaluation. 

His tour of Middle East capit- 
als started in Egypt Monday. 

Mr. Christopher said he and 
Mr. Assad "agreed progress is 
achievable but that much, much 
hard work is required." 


Mr. Sharaa denied allegations 
in the media and by U.S. Repre- 
sentative Tom Lantos that Syria 
has been a conduit for weapons 
shipments from Iran to guerrillas 
in South Lebanon. 

“The Information the con- 
gressman has got is absolutely 
false." he said. 

Mr. Sharaa called Lebanon “a 
jungle of weapons" and said Hiz- 
bollah docs nor need any additional 
firepower. But he acknowledged 
that he and Mr. Christopher had 


discussed the allegations. 

Mr. Christopher drove to and 
back to Damascus and then flew 
back to Israel. A heavily guarded 
motorcade accompanied him on 
the drive to Zahle, where he held 
talks with President Elias Hrawi 
and other officials. 

He was met at the Masnaa. 
border crossing by Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez 
and U.S. Ambassador to Leba- 
non Ryan Crocker. 

The talks in Zahle, Mr. Hra- 
wi's home town, were attended 
by Mr. Bouez and Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri. 

Mr. Christopher said his dis- 
cussions in Damascus dealt with 
“ways to break the deadlock in 
the Israeli-Syrian crack" in which 
Syria is seeking an Israeli com- 
mitment of full withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Christopher said he would 
take back to Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin “things that 
the president told me (I) am 
authorised to pass back to him. 
Whether they are new or not (I) 
am not sure, but they are signifi- 
cant." 

Mr. Christopher said the 
Lebanese crisis “reminds us of 
the urgency of seeking peace in 
this area, and out of it comes my 
firm conviction that a new oppor- 
tunity may have emerged to re- 
vive the peace process.” 
(Continued on page S ) 
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U.S. secretary of state due in Amman today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary of 
State Wareen Christopher pays 
a brief visit to Jordan today to 
the course- of winding up his 
current Middle East mission 
which has taken him to Egypt, 
Israel, Syria and Lebanon. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
will meet Mr. Christopher, 
who is scheduled to arrive here 
around noon, after the secret- 
ary of state holds a round of 
talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majaii at the 
Prime Ministry. 

The King and Mr. Christ- 
opher will briefly meet the 
press after their talks before 
the secretary of state heads 
back to Jerusalem where he 
has set up base for his visits to 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 
There, he is expected to hold a 
second round of talks with 
Palestinian peace negotiators 


and Israeli leaders. 

Informed sources expected 
Mr. Christopher's talks here to 
focus on practical means to 
advance the Palestinian-Israeli 
track of peace negotiations. 

“Given Jordan's commit- 
ment to tbe peace process, 
there is little to be discussed 
about the Jordanian-Israeli 
track of negotiations which is 
now awaiting progress on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track," said 
a highly-placed source. 

Dr. - Majaii indicated last 
month that Jordan had secured 
a basic Israeli recognition of 
some of the “fundamentals" of 
the Jordanian-Israeli track. 
These included Israeli accept- 
ance of Jordan's 1948 borders 
and acknowledging that the 
Jewish state is occupying 350 
square-kilometres of Jordanian 
territory as well as the King- 
dom’s water rights among 
other things. 

Jordan is basing its water 
rights as outlined in the 1952 


Johnston plan, which had 
offered a formula of water- 
sharing among the countries of 
the region. Israel did not hon- 
our this agreement. Syria, a 
party to the accord, also de- 
faulted. 

On other issues. Jordan is 
expected to press its call for the 
resumption of direct dialogue 
between the U.S. and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as a means to 
advance the peace process. But 
there is little indication that 
Washington is ready yet for 
such a move. 

Direct dialogue with the 
PLO as a prelude to including 
the organisation in the peace 
negotiations at certain point 
was fijst raised by Jordan dur- 
ing Mr. Christopher's visit to 
the Middle East in April as 
well as his aide Dennis Ross in 
July. 

One of the key objectives of 
the American official’s visit is 
to accelerate plans for an “ear- 


ly empowerment” of Palesti- 
nians in certain limited areas of 
administration in tbe occupied 
territories during an interim 
five-year self-rule period. 

The Palestinians oppose the 
plan saying it meant that the 
status of Jerusalem would not 
be discussed at this stage of 
negotiations. 

The U.S. is also cool to 
Palestinian calls for agreement 
on a Jordanian-Palestinian 
confederation as a means to 
break the logjam in the peace 
talks. 

An approach based on the 
confederation concept is seen 
by. Washington as an attempt 
to leapfrog the “interim self- 
rule" period. 

"Washington does not 
favour any changes to the 
Madrid formula," said a 
highly-informed source refer- 
ring to the Arab-Israeli agree- 
ment ahead of the internation- 
al conference that launched tbe 
Middle East peace process in* 
the Spanish capital in October 


1991. 

The agreement, brokered by 
the U.S. and stipulated in let- 
ters of assurances given to the 
Arabs and Israelis, says that 
negotiations on tbe final status 
of the territories would begin 
in the third of self-rule. 

Jordan is likely to agree with 
the American argument that 
the “Madrid formula” be not 
altered although the King- 
dom’s stand stems from a diffe- 
rent reason: That it does not 
want to pressure the Palesti- 
nians on any stand at any stage 
in the peace process. 

Furthermore, Jordan has re- 
peatedly said that the idea of 
confederation could be crystal- 
lised only as the natural choice 
of the Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians after the full rights of the 
Palestinians are restored. 

During Mr. Christopher's 
visit, a brief review will also be 
made of Jordanian-American 
relations as well as the demo- 
crat! sation process in Jordan, 
according to informed sources. 


Brotherhood ‘surprised,’ says 
options open pending extent of 
likely changes to Election Law 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Muslim Brother- 
hood leaders, taken by surprise 
by the derision Wednesday to 
dissolve Parliament, have said 
they would postpone any ac- 
tion until the study changes 
which they expect to be intro- 
duced to the current Election 
Law. 

“We were surprised by 
yesterday’s developments. We 
did not expea things to move 
so fast," said Dr. Ishaq A1 
Farhan, leader of the Islamic 
Action Front (I AF) and a lead- 
ing figure in the Brotherhood 
movement. 

Another Brotherhood depu- 
ty, who preferred anonymity, 
confirmed that his group was 
surprised by the dissolution of 
Parliament, and said: “We be- 
lieved that elections would 
actually be held under the cur- 
rent law." 

The Brotherhood — the 
largest and most influential 
bloc in Parliament and the 
most organised political group 
in the Kingdom — strongly 
opposes changing the current 
law since it feels it is targeted 
by the change. 

“We oppose the mechanism 
of any changes to the current 
law since laws have to pass 
through Parliament and we 
also reject the timing." “More 
time is needed to change an 
important law in order to result 
in democratic amendments and 
changes," Brotherhood Depu- 
ty Hamzeh Mansour said. 

Although Brotherhood lead- 
ers had earlier agreed with 
other political groups that tbe 
current law required amend- 
ments such as reducing the age 
of voters from 19 to 18, and 
cancelling Article 18 of the law 
which bans illegal political par- 
ty members from running for 
elections and even to the idea 
of introducing a one-person- 
one-vote principle. They al- 
ways insisted that any change 
should be approved by Parlia- 
ment. 

Observers said this was their 
tactic to buy rime so that elec- 
tions would be held under the 
current law, leaving the debate 
over changes put off for the 
next Parliament. 

Dr. Farhan told the Jordan 
Times the IAF would now 
“seriously study the new de- 
velopments before we can offi- 
cially announce our position." 
A Brotherhood deputy said 


the IAF — dominated by the 
Brotherhood — was keeping 
its options open. 

“If we feel that we have 
been targetted by these 
changes, we will deride accor- 
dingly how to react," the depu- 
ty said. 

Many Brotherhood mem- 
bers feel that changing the 
Election Law would be aimed 
at reducing the influence of the 
Islamic movement in the next 
Parliament because they would 
oppose a Jordanian-Israeli 
peace agreement that they say 
is expected within the next six 
months. But some Brother- 
hood deputies argued that 
changing the law in order to 
pass a peace agreement was 
“unnecessary." 

“Despite our influence in 
Parliament, we were unable to 
gather more than 34 signatures 
on a statement opposing the 
current peace process, one 
Brotherhood deputy said. 
“But it seems the government 
wants to pass a peace agree- 
ment with a vast majority in 
Parliament as a show of popu- 
lar support for the agree- 
ment.” 

Deputy Mansour, blasting 
the government of Dr. Abdul 
Salam A1 Majaii, said the gov- 
ernment "wants a weak 
opposition." 

Some non-Islamic and secu- 
lar political figures who criti- 
cise the one -person-one-vote 
formula expressed concern 
that such a move would have 
the opposite desired outcome. 

An informed politician and a 
former minister said the 
Brotherhood "would not be 
affected much by a new law 
aimed at reducing the number 
of Islamic seats in Parlia- 
ment.. they would win popu- 
lar support by playing the role 
of maiiyrs.” 

A Jordanian scholar, Dr. 
Mustafa Hamameh said: “If 
the law is changed now to the 
one-person-one-vote formula, 
it would, in my view, represent 
an unnecessary confrontation 
with the Islamic Action Front 
because they perceive it as a 
move against them being the 
largest political organisation in 
the country." 

Aware of their strength and 
influence in the country, tbe 
Brotherhood threatened ear- 
lier to boycott the next elec- 
tions to protest the govern- 
ment's “intention" to change 
the law without passing 
through Parliament. 


For months the Brotherhood 
conducted heated internal de- 
bates over the best course of 
action in case the government 
went ahead with the change. 
According to sources inside the 
Brotherhood, the debates led 
to the emergence of real dis- 
putes and differences of opin- 
ion between the so-called 
“moderates” and “hardliners” 
in the movement. 

The “moderates," keen on 
sending strong signals of pro- 
test to tbe government, have 
called for boycotting elections. 
According to supporters of this 
view, the Brotherhood would 
both avoid a confrontation 
with the regime and maintain 
its credibility with its hardline 
grassroots. 

The “hardliners" on the 
other hand, prefer to respond 
to what they perceive as an 
intended confrontation initi- 
ated by the government. By 
entering elections in full force 
and with as many candidates as 
they could in order to prove 
their strength on the ground 
and to try to stop any govern- 
ment action that does not faD 
in line with their beliefs. 

Informed Brotherhood 
sources said the “moderate" 
point of view finally prevailed, 
taking into consideration the 
special status the Brotherhood 
enjoys in Jordan in view of the 
international and Arab crack- 
down on Islamic movements. 

Deputy Mansour revealed 
there were three options de- 
bated within the IAF and the 
Brotherhood: “To participate 
in elections regardless of the 
Election Law in full force and 
with as many Brotherhood 
candidates: to participate with 
the minimum number of candi- 
dates, or to boycott elections 
altogether. 

All three options are based 
on convincing arguments, but 
the first and third options carry 
more weight in internal de- 
bates, Deputy Mansour said. 

“Boycotting elections is in- 
tended as a message, and prop- 
onents of boycotting are con- 
cerned with showing that 
democracy should not be 
cosmetic. Either we have real 
democracy or there is no need 
for a ‘democracy' similar to 
that in other Arab states,” he 
added. 

The argument of supporters 
of contesting elections in full 
force, who count Deputy Man- 

(Contmued on page 5) 


5 * 




New moves under way 
to end Liby an crisis 


Combined agency despatches 

UNITED NATIONS — 
' Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
said Tuesday be was awaiting 
clarifications from Libya about 
the surrender for trial of two 
.suspects in the 1988 Pan Am 
jetliner bombing over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, before sending a U.N. 
mission to Tripoli. 

Aftei bos second meeting in less 
than a. week with Libyan Foreign 
Minister Omar Mustafa A1 Mnn- 
tasser, the U.N. chief told repor- 
ters: “He is ready to receive a 
mission to see what are the 
arrangements to deliver the two 
suspects. 

“There are certain details. So 
he is returning to Tripoli to give 
me an answer concerning those 
details and then I will be ready to 
send a new mission there.” 

Asked where the suspects 
shook! be tried. Dr. Ghali re- 
plied: “In Britain, is what we 
have in mind.” 

Queried whether there was any 
indication of positive movement 
in that direction, he said: "No, 
but they (the Libyans) wQl give 
me an indication when they send 
me a message back.” 

. Mr. Muntasser told repor te rs 

Kurds repeat 
offer to free 
six tourists 

BEIRUT (R) — Kurdish rebels 
Wednesday repeated their offer 
to release six foreign to u rist s if 
any international agency could 
guarantee their safe passage out 
of a battle zone in southeast 
Turkey. In a statement issued in 
Beirut, die Kurd ist an National 
Liberation Army (ARGK) said 
the Briton, an Australian and 
four Frenchmen would be handed 
to any agency that could take 
them to safety. 

- ARGK, military wing of the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), said the six were detained 
Vast month because they watered 
Kurdish areas of southeast Tur- 
key without entry visas issued by 
the groups — • 

; The PKK first made die offer 
on July 29 when it said it wanted 
mediators to guarantee a safe 
handover. The European medical 
Charity Medecins du Monde 
(MDM) immediately said it was 
willing to act as intermediary 
although it could not condone 
hostage-taking. It was not dear 
what became of their offer. 

The ARGK statement said 
Kurdish guerrillas detained Bri- 
ton Michael Ro w bottom and his 
Australian cousin Tania Miller, 
both 28, near Nimrod mo untain 
in Ayala Gazan region on July 5. 

It said F re n c hm e n Pierre Fix, 
43, Mkhd Coudray, 52, Robert 
Audouin, 51, and Fernand 
Hann, 66, were detained on July 
24 as guerrillas took control of a 
highway finking two cities In the 
southeast. 

“We announce our complete 
willingness to release those tour- 
ists,” said the ARGK. 

“We are not doing this now to 
safeguard their lives because we 
have no guarantees that their 
fives will not be endangered after 
their release as a result of the 
random shelling and strafing op- 
erations being undertaken by me 
Turkish army.” 

“Therefore we appeal to all 
institutions and humanitarian 
agencies which see in themselves 
this power of guarantee to go to 
Kurdistan and contact our forces 
there to pick up these tourists... 
we will welcome any izitiative in 
this direction.” 

The statement said Turkish 
forces were heavily and randomly 
shelling areas in Kurdistan espe- 
cially Ahyeh Garzan. 


after his meeting with Dr. Ghali: 
“We discussed positive steps for 
implementing 731 (a January - 
1992 resolution which first called 
fer the surrender of the suspects) 
and. I have to go back and confer 
with . mv government on final 
agreement” 

A U.N. spokesman, who ear- 
ner desc ribed the meeting with 
the -foreign minister as “very con- 
struc tive,” said a July 28 fetter 
from Mr. Muntasser had sug- 
gested the dispatch of a U.N. 
mission “to verify that there are 
no terrorist camps in Libya and t# 
discuss measures related to the 
trial of the two suspects.” 

The Security Council imposed 
sanctions against Libya, with 
effect from April 15, 1992. 

Libya's refusal to surrender 
two Libyans for Trial in Scotland 
or the United States over the 
Lockerbie bombing mid lack of 
cooperation into an inquiry of the 
1989 bombing of a French airliner 
over Niger in which all 171 people 
aboard were killed, were catalysts 
for the imposition of the sanc- 
tions. 

Dr. Ghali called in U.S., Brit- 
ish and French U.N. officials for 
a conference an hour before 
meeting Mr. -Muntasser, 


apparently to seek their approval 
for his response to the Libyan 
proposals. 

In London, U.S., British and 
French diplomats also met to 
discuss tightening sanctions on 
Libya, bat they refused to dis- 
close the outcome of their talks. 

The present embargo is causing 
some inconvenience for Tripoli 
but not enough to force its hand 
on the release of the two suspects 
to American or British author- 
ities, diplomats say. 

The U.N. Security Council is 
scheduled to review Libyan com- 
pliance with council resolutions at 
mid-month. 

There has been discussion of .a 
ban on deliveries of o3 tedroolo- 
. gy to Libya, bnt U.S. government 
sources, asking not to be identi- 
fied, said intelligence reports in- 
dicate Libya has been stockpiling 
these supplies. 

Another option is the freezing 
of Libyan assets abroad. Bnt 
Henry Schuler, of the Centre for 
Strategic and International- Stu- 
dies, said Monday be had seen 
reports suggesting that Libyans 
have withdrawn $3 billion in 
assets from European banks to 
minimise the impact of any assets 
freeze. 
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Few victories, many 

insults for Israeli 
who defends Arabs 


By HaWunn Hamad 

The Associated Press 

.NABLUS, Occupied West 
Bank — Lea Tsemd strode past 
the Israeli soldiers, concrete walls 
and barbed wire into the com- 
pound that serves as army base, 
prison and courthouse. 

Immediately, Pales tinians sur- 
rounded her, yelling as if in un- 
ison. 

“Lea Lea what is going to 
happen to my son m court 
today?” 

Ms. Tsemel, their Jewish 
lawyer, threw her hands into the 
air and shouted in Arabic, “One 
at a time.” Then she listened to 
die questions, rattled off the 
answers and occasionally asked 
why her bills were not being paid. 

“No money, no court,” she 
said, and laughed. 

Ms. Tsemel, 48, the child of 
Polish and Russian Jews who 
came to Palestine in the 1930s, 
has defended Palestinian Arabs 
in Israeli courts for more than 20 
years. 

“Lea Tsemd is a courageous 
Jewish lawyer," said Hussein 
Awad, a contractor from Ramal- 
lah whose sou was arrested on 
charges of kidnapping Arabs sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel. “She knows the Israeli 
military system more than any-' 
body else, she is an honest lady 
and, most important, a good bar- 
gainer.” 

Many Israelis see her as a 
traitor, the defender of Palesti- 
nians. 

She acknowledges losing a lot 
of cases. “My major victories can 
be counted on one band,” she 
said, “but lowering a life sentence 
to 10 years is a victory.” 

In particularly sensitive cases, 
it sometimes appears that she is 
the one oh tnaL 

She was physically attacked by 
Israeli extremists outside the 
Hebron military court while de- 
fending the Palestinians accused 
of kiHing . six Jewish settlers in an 
armed attack in the West Bank 
town. She gets death threats in 
the mail. People spit at her. 
Relatives of victims yell “whore" 
at her. 

Other Israelis respect Ms. 
Tsemd. 

•-“Sometimes we make mis- 
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takes, or someone will tramp up 
the charge and she will get on to 
that, whereas other lawyers, and 
I am generahsiag, do not even 
bother reading the evidence,” 
said a military prosecutor, who 
withheld his name in accordance 
with army regulations. 

Ms. Tsemel takes cases no one 
else wfll touch. 

When 400 Palestinians were 
deported across the Lebanese 
border in December, about half 
of them hired her to take their 
cases to the supreme court. 

Her work load grew dramati- 
cally after the uprising against 
Israeli occupation began in De- 
cember 1987. More than 35,000 
Pales tinians have been ‘arrested. 

She tries not to pass judgment 
on Palestinians accused of killing 
Israelis, seeing violence as a reac- 
tion to 26 years of occupation. 

“I cannot just stand there and 
criticise actions of the Palesti- 
nians while my people are bomb- 
ing refugee camps in Lebanon 
and killing whoever is around,” 
she said. 

Political posters bearing such 
slogans as “Expulsion is transfer” 
and “enough occupation” pro- 
vide the only decoration on the 
walls of her office in a neighbour- 
hood of Arab East Jerusalem that 
Jews avoid. The three telephones 
seldom stop ringing. 

The lawyer talks into all of 
them while also shouting to her 
two Palestinian assistants in a 
jumble of Hebrew and Arabic. 

Despite her fame, Ms. Tsemel 
is still nervous about working in 
the heart of the occupied territor- 
ies. Earlier this year, a Jewish 
lawyer was killed in the Gaza 
Strip. 

“Of course I am scared travell- , 
ing in the territories,” she said, j 
“but there is nothing 1 can do 
about it.” 

And new problems always turn 
up. 

It was time for her 21-year-old 
son, Nissan, to enter the army. If 
he had asked her advice, which 
be did not, she would have sug- 
gested that be follow his father's 
footsteps and go to jail rather 
than serve. 

“God forbid if something hap- 
pened to my son, I hope I could 
find the courage to defend the 
person who did it to him,” she 
said. 



HOMELESS: A Lebanese family Wednesday in- 
spects the nibble of tbdr borne destroyed during 
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Soviet spy 
appeals 
for Israeli 

pardon 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
biological specialist Marcus 
Kleinberg, a Soviet spy who has 
been in jail for the last decade, 
has asked for a presidential par- 
don, Israel Radio reported 
Wednesday. 

The authorities were examin- 
ing the appeal filed last week by 
lawyer Avigdor Feldman for 
“medical reasons.” 

Professor Kfeinbeig, reported- 
ly has heart and back problems 
and suffers from depression, but 
Mr. Feldman refused to comment 
on the radio broadcast. 

He was tried in secret by a 
military court and found guilty of 
providing top secret information 
to KGB agents finked to his work 
at Israel’s biological research in- 
stitute near Tel Aviv. The length 
of his sentence is not known. 

Israeli censors allowed on 
Monday for the first time Israeli 
medias to report that Mr. Klein- 
berg had been jailed in 1983 as a 
spy, although foreign newspapers 
revealed the affair several years 
ago. 

Mr. Kleinberg, a Pole who 
emigrated to Israel in 1948, also 
requested a presidential pardon a 
year ago, die radio said. 

Israel also revealed last June 
that an army major, Yossef Amit, 
was serving 12 years in jail for 
spying for a foreign power; which 
was not identified although sever- 
al experts pointed a finger at the 
United States. 

Sbabtai Kahnanovicfa, who also 
spied for the former Soviet Un- 
ion, was released on a presiden- 
tial pardon last March. He had 
been sentenced to nine years. 

The newspaper Haaretz suc- 
cessfully fought a ban by the army 
censor on reporting anything ab- 
out Mr. Kleinberg. who dis- 
appeared a decade ago. 

Haaretz, basing its story partly 
on what it said were foreign news 
reports, described Mr. Kleinberg 
as “one of the most senior spies 
the Soviet Union had in Israel.” 

An Israeli government spokes- 
man declined to comment. But 
the Haaretz success in challeng- 
ing the censor caused other 
Israeli newspapers to join in re- 
porting the case. 

Haaretz said Mr. Kleinberg 
moved to Israel from the Soviet 
Union in 1948 and worked at the 
Nes Tzioua biological institute 
near Tel Aviv from 1957 until his 
arrest in 1983. The institute con- 
ducted much of Israel's chemical 
and biological warfare research. 

He disappeared in 1983, amid 
initial press reports be had de- 
fected to the Soviet Union. 


Rafsanjani pledges 
no adventure abroad 


Union. 


TEHRAN (R} — President 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani took 
the oath of office Wednesday, 
saying he would follow a non- 
ad venturous diplomacy to secure 
the calm needed for Iran’s econo- 
mic progress in a volatile region. 

At a ceremony in Majlis (par- 
liament), Mr. Rafsanjani said he 
needed the support of ail ruling 
factions to reform the economy 
and promote social justice in the 
next four years. 

The 58-year-old cleric also de- 
clared that 14 years at the centre 
of power had not changed Ins 
“lower-middle dass” life 'and his 
wife did domestic chores without 
the help of a maid. 

“I swear on the Holy Koran... 
to devote myself to service of the 
people, progress of the country 
and support for justice,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani vowed. 

The oath was administered by 
the head of the judiciary. Ayatol- 
lah Mohammad Yazdi, before 
Majlis deputies, ministers, other 
officials and foreign diplomats. 

“I declare in the presence of 
the country’s elders that there is a 
serious need for cooperation and 
understanding to bring about 
progress and social justice,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

He said Iran was never adven- 
turous in foreign policy because 
Islam could grow better in calm 
surroundings. 

“We try to have a presence in 
the world as a centre of culture, 
not through force, weapons and 
terror as the cowardly accusations 
against os claim. 

“All around us we see crises 
except where security is enforced 
by foreign soldiers. We want 
security and we should appreciate 
security for the sake of recon- 
struction,” be said. 

Washington brands Iran the 
most dangerous state sponsor erf 
“terrorism" despite Iran's efforts 
under Mr. Rafsanjani to shed its 
radical image and concentrate on 
rebuilding its war-hit economy. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said huge sub- 
sidies, including up to $14 billion 
a year for fuel, stunted the coun- 
try’s progress and often favoured 
the rich, yet critics always ob- 
jected in the name of social jus- 
tice whenever subsidies were cut 
and prices raised. 

“I cannot do it alone if you do 
not cooperate. I took some bold 
action in the past four years. 
Cooking oil, fuel, electricity and 
bread are paid from the treasury. 
Four years ago cars, trucks and 
even needles were also in the 
list,” he said. 

“This (Tefonn) programme 
must go ahead gradually... not as 
a shock, but step by step,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

Newspapers say Mr. Rafsan- 
jani is expected to introduce his 
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cabinet to Majlis on Sunday and 
report intense backroom bream- 
ing over jobs. 

They said last month that the 
conservative Majlis majority 
wanted to replace 12 of 23 minis- 
ters, including important oS, fir 
nance and interior portfolios. 

But several press reports this 
week said the changes would be 
limited to five relatively minor 
posts. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said he would 
listen to what the Majfis had to 
say about ministers and accept 
what was just. 

Mr. Rafsanjani started his 
second term on Tuesday when 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei confirmed the result of 
June elections in which he won 63 
per cent of the vote. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, one of the 
closest aides to the late Ayatollah 
Rohollah Khomeini, leader of 
Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution, 
was Majlis speaker for nine years 
before becoming president in 
1989. 

*T want to state for the record 
that my condition before the re- 
volution was lower-middle 
and we have not climbed ud 
since,” Mr. Rafsanjani said. 

He said be had bought a house 
before the revolution on top of 
which his children were now 
budding apartments for them- 
selves. 

» 

“We used to have a servant, 
but not any more, and my wife 
deans the house, washes and 
cooks," he said. 

But he added that he lived on 
his “pre-revolutionary resources" 
without elaborating. He said he 
put his presidential salary, which 
be did not disdose, in the bank, 
occasionally withdrawing sums to 
pay for day-to-day expenses. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

‘France expelled nephew of Assad’ 

PARIS (AFP) — France has quietly expelled Ribal Al Assad, a 
ofSyrian pSdent H^fez Al Assad, the satmeal Frendi 
USkly Le Canard Enchaine reported in its 
Tlie newspaper did not say what the younger Assad, wiwrcttnwd 
Svrialast week, had been accused of. The paper quotes wbat it 


French ambassador in Syria. According to the text, the Syran 
• ambassador in Paris was summoned by foe deputy beadof 
at the French foreign ministry and told that given the behaviour of 
Mr Ribal Al Assad, the French authorities believe his presence on 
French territory is undesirable.” Ribal had “failed to take a ny h eed 
of warnings from .the interior ministry and foe foreign numsty, 
foe paper said without specifying what offences Mr. Assad had 

allegedly committed. 

Rafsanjani meets Moroccan cabinet minister 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
called for greater Muslim unity after he received a written message 
from Morocco’s King Hassan Tuesday, Iranian TelevciOT said. 
Mr. Rafsanjani told Moroccan Cultural Affairs Minister Moham- 
mad Alia! Sinaceur, who delivered foe message, that Iran and 
Morocco should exchange cultural delegations to deepen their 
relations. Mr. Sinaceur’s visit is the first by a Moroccanrabmet 
minister since Tehran broke diplomatic ties in 1979 after King 
Hassan received foe deposed Shah of Iran. Relations were restored^ 
in 1991 and the two countries exchanged ambassadors this year. ; 
The television, which gave no details about King Hassan s 
message, quoted Mr. Sinaceur as saying Rabat wanted to expand , 
relations with Tehran. 

Poles to replace Finns in Golan force 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United Nations said Tuesday it 
had accepted an offer from Poland to provide a battalion of troops 
for the U.N. Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), which 
serves as a buffer between the Syrian and Israeli armies on the 
Golan Heights. In a letter to foe Security Council, Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali said the Polish unit would replace a: 
356-strong Finnish infantry battalion due to be withdrawn by foe' 
end of the year. Austria also has a 543-sMng battalion serving with 
the 1, 130-member UNDOF. 

Two die in ethnic clashes in Chad 

N’DJAMENA (R) — Two people were killed and 22 wounded in? 
dashes between traders in foe southern Chadian town of Sarfr, 
state radio said Tuesday. The town’s prefect said 32 people had 
been arrested after Monday’s clashes between local traders and' 
Muslims from foe north. He said foe authorities had dosed the 
main market and foe town, 500 kilometres southeast of the capital 
N’Djamena, was now calm. Similar dashes in the southern town of 
Moundou on June 21 killed one person and wounded severaL 

Ultra-orthodox 'wedding of century* 

TEL AVIV (R) — It was touted as “the wedding of foe centiuy” 
among ultra-orthodox Jews in Israel and some even compared it to 
a royal marriage. About 30,000 religious Jews sang and danced in 
foe streets of occupied Jerusalem Tuesday night at the wedding of 
foe 18-year-old only son of Ldzer Rabbi Yisrael Dov Rokeah, 
spiritual head of the second-largest ultra-orthodox sect in Israel. 
-Belz followers said they viewed foe marriage as a symbol of the 
revival of their sect which was almost completely wiped out during 
World War II. Some said the we feting avenged foe Israeli supre m e: 
court’s acquittal last week of John Demjanjnk who was accusegjtf 
being a Nazi guard. The court’s decision angered many Jews. AH 
roads were dosed in the Belz neighbourhood of Jerusalem where 
thousands of black-frocked men efir-d ’^n 130,000 portions of food 
and 100,000 bottles of drink. VV . . celebrated in s epara te 
wedding halls nearby, watching thv ceremony on dosed-drarit 
television. Yisrael Eicfaier, a spokesman for foe Belz sect, toW 
Israel television foe bride and groom, whose marriage ■ was 
arranged, bad met only once, for 10 minutes at their engagement 
party. “That’s foe way it is with -us," he said. 

Thieves’ fingers to be -?ed off in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A court here oioered 14 convicted thieves to 
have their fingers chopped off in the first such sentence in nine 
wrntts, foe Kayhan newspaper reported. The thieves, found guilty 
orrobbenes in cities across Iran, will have four fingers from their 
ngbt hands amputated for "disturbing foe public order.” One of 
them is also to be whipped for hitting and injuring policemen. The 
law a| lowingthe mutilation of thieves has been in operation in Iran 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Spain to conclude arms deal to Morocco 

— Spain is about to conclude a S50 billion peseta 

(S357 million) amis deal with Morocco which will include airforce, 
^ maten al, a newspaper reported. The daily El Pais 
after some four yean i of delays due to financial difficulties, 
Spanish Defence Minister Julian Garcia Vargas had recently: - 

8< | V ci , S15 nt t ?.® Dthorise a soft loan to Morocco to 
fadhtate foe deal. El Pais said it would be one of foe biggest anus 
sales ever by Spam to Morocco. Under the oontractfl^rocco i 

^^ d a J^wJL? rVette - Ve * sd ' *“ raaritime patrol planes and 1 
arms and electronic equipment for its land forces. H 

Cocaine from Brazil seized in Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian airport police have seized 11.5 
kilogrammes of cocaine, which a Lebanese traveller fi™n Rrarii 
Wed to smuggle into the couutty, 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
K*ng Hussein Wednesday sent a 
letter to Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat expressing his deep 
appreciation to him and his col- 
leagues in the House for their 
efforts during the parliament 
11th session. 

The King noted that Or. Ara- 
rat's performance was unique 
during his mandate as speaker. 

Over the last three years, the 
House deputies proved the coun- 
try’s ability to overcome critical 
situations and take the country 
into an era of tolersiwc, respect 
for human rights and the rule of 
law. 

The King requested that fris 
appreciation be conveyed to the 
House members for tbeir legisla- 
tive efforts and in monitoring the 
government's performance. 

He expressed hope that the 


Jordanian representative author- 
ity would serve as a model for 
others and as an example to be 
followed in shouldering responsi- 
bility under the most difficult 
circumstances 


Senate status unaffected 


The Royal Decree issued 
Wednesday dissolving the Lower 
House of Parliament docs not 
affect the Senate's representative 
role which will continue to func- 
tion without formal sessions. 

According to the Constitution, 
the Upper House, whose 40 
members are appointed by the 
King, ceases to hold sessions 
when the Lower House is not 
convened. 

The Senate's term in office will 
continue until November when 


the King names senators to re 
place present members who have 
served their four-year mandate. 

Meanwhile, the Upper House 
“will be naive on all other levels 
except on legislations," according 
to the speaker of the Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad Al 
Lawzi. 

During the four months leading 
to the 12th parliament “the sen- 
ate will represent Jordan in all 
inter-parliamentary meetings, 
Mr. Lawzi said. 

Maintaining its representative 
status, the senate, which is not 
subject to dissolution, is the 
country's representative during 
the four-month period in meet- 
ings and conferences of Arab and 
international parliamentarians 
unions. 

During this period, only tem- 
porary laws can be promulgated 
by the government. 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday awards certificates to graduates oT the Al Wassiflyah Center 

Queen awards graduates 
of Al Wassifiyyah Center 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
occasin of the 25th anniversary 
of the establishment of Al 
Wassifiyyah Vocational Cen- 
ter, Her Majesty 'Queen NoOF" 
Wednesday- attended the cen- 
tre’s graduation ceremony arid 
distributed certificates -and 
awards to the graduates. 

Queen Noor was received by 
Minister of Education Khalid 
Al Omari, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees Monsignor 
Ra'ouf Najar, and members of 
the centre’s board of trustees. 

* The centre was founded by 
His Lordship Bishop Ni’meb 


Al Sama’an in 1968. As an 
academic establishment that 
offers a diploma in secretarial 
studies, it operates under the . 
supervision of the Ministry of 
Education. 

In assisting students from 
the West Bank and outside 
Jordan to pursue their studies, 
Al Wassifiyyaha Center offers 
accommodation in a student 
hostel. 

At the ceremony Arabic and 
English speeches were deli- 
vered by two of the students, 
as well as by Fahed Al Fanek. 


the main speaker, and Monsig- 
nor Ra'ouf Najar. 

Queen Noor distributed cer- 
tificates t# 220 graduates and 
gave gifts to “12 ou’tifending 
students. She also; honoured 
three" professors with .gifts in 
appreciation for their work at 
the centre: Professor Yousef 
Abu Dayeh, Professor 
Antoine Fattaleh and Profes- 
sor Anwar Akroush. 

At the conclusion of the 
ceremony. Queen Noor was 
presented with Al Wassifiyyah 
shield. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pilot crashes in the desert 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian pilot Tuesday was 
killed when his aircraft crashed in the Jordanian 
desert while on a training mission, informed 
sources said. The Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported that His Majesty King Hussein delegated 
His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein and Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Ben 
Zeid to attend the funeral of the pilot, who was 
identified as First Lieutenant Mohammad Anwar 
Al Huneiti, and to convey the King’s condolences 
to his family. 

)J 

Customs officer injured in shootout 

AMMAN (Petra) — A customs officer was shot 
and injured Wednesday by traffickers in Al 
Ruweished area, near the Iraqi border, Customs 
Department sources said. The sources said that 
while officials of the department were patrolling 
the area east of the free zone in Al Ruweished 
desert, they saw two cars and started chasing them. 
They added that shooting took place between the 
patrol car and the traffickers who escaped the 
scene leaving a customs officer, identified as 
Mohammad Al Su'ub, injured. The sources said 
the officer was speedily transported to Al Hussein 
Medical Centre and said he was now in good 
condition. 

Minister, writers union head meet ' 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture 
Mahmoud Al Samra Wednesday met with Presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Writers Union Hani Al 
A mad and federation Administrative Committee 
members Dia’eddin Al Rifa'i and Hani Kbeir. Dr. 
Samra stressed at the meeting the keenness of the 
ministry to support the cultural movement in 
Jordan and to protea creative literary works. He 
stressed the need to enhance relations between the 
ministry and the federation. 


29 graduate as judges 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday attended a graduation 
ceremony of judges from the Jordan Judicial 
Institute in Amman. Prince Hassan distributed 
certificates to the 29 jmduating judges who come 
from Jordan and Oman. The ceremony was 
attended by Justice Minister Rateb Al Wazani and 
senior judges. 

Malhas, bakers discuss health regulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas Wednesday met with a delegation 
representing the Jordanian Bakery Owners Asso- 
ciation and discussed with them issues related to 
health regulations. Dr. Malhas emphasised that 
the ministry will be firm in dealing with any 
violation of health regulations by bakeries and 
urged the delegation to inform all bakery owners 
of the need to adhere to all regulations. In a 
separate development. Dr. Malhas decided to 
include several areas with the eastern Amman 
Health Department. These areas include Al 
Quweismeh, Abu Alanda, Al Rajlb, Khrebet Al 
Souq, Jawa, Yadouda, Umm Qusair, A! Muqabi- 
lein and Al Bunayyat. 

New offices to accept water bills 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Water Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ) Wednesday decided to open new 
offices in all parts of the Kingdom to receive 
payments from citizens for their water bills. WAJ 
Secretary General Qusai Quteishat said two offices 
will be opened in Amman and one in each water 
department around Jordan, which will bring the 
total number of these offices to 22. Later, the 
number of these offices will reach 55, Mr. 
Quteishat said. He said WAJ was prompted to 
open these offices because some local banks had 
stopped receiving payments for water bills from 
customers who do not have accounts with these 
banks. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

r Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Bishara Nqjjar at EshbeUa Art Gallery. The 
paintings depict Jordanian- Palestinian heritage, 
Jordanian antiquities, Arab Jerusalem, rural 
life and natural scenery. 

Exhibition of a new coDecdon of art works by 
Princess Wydau All at The GaUery, Hotel 
Jordan tdterCootineirtaL 
fe# Exhibition 'of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists at 
the Housing Bank Gallery. 


JERUSALEM FESTIVAL 

tfr Seminar, in Arabic, on “Arts and Creativity 
Issues” at 6.30 p.m. at the Abdul Hameed 
Shuman Foundation. 

■fr Concert by Al Hannouni Troupe for Folk Arts 
and Al Wlhdat Refugee^Camp Troupe at 8 JO 
p .m at the Roman Amphitheatre, downtown 

Amman . 

☆ Exhibition of paintings, posters, Pal e stinian 
costumes, books and other items on the holy city 
of Jerusalem at the Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation. 


Majali calls for sound investment 
in the Kingdom’s educational system 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime* 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majid: 
Wednesday urged Jordanian edu- 
cationists to reform the present 
higher education system by open- 
ing it up to those genuinely able 
to continue and benefit from uni- 
versity education rather than 
those who are only financially 
able to obtain higher education. 

The education process is con- 
tinuous and has long term objec- 
tives and results, therefore, 
sound investment from the outset 
should help in finding a way out 
of current predicaments, said Dr. 
Majali at a meeting of leading 
educationists at the Teachers 
Gub in Amman. 

A well-founded system. scid 
the prime minister, should help 
Jordan out of the present vicious 
cycle which, he maintained re- 
grettably is manifested in the. 
high rate of unemployment, in- 
effective public administration, 
the continued How of university 
graduates and the abuse of public 
funds. Dr. Mujali, who has 
served as Minister of Education 
and President of the University of 
Jordan, said that in a way. re- 
current educational system has 
contributed to the rise in unem- 
ployment by adding a large num- 
ber of graduates to the labour 
market. 

Most of these graduates, he 
said, shun available jobs for pure- 
ly social considerations. 

Dr. Majali said the government 
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S.d.fn: Al Majali, flanked 
Lhaiid A: Omari {left) and 
Al Masri, Wednesday 
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prime minister said that the 
<00 educationists, teachers 
employees in this seaor are 
wxisible for the development 
sore than 1.2 million students, 
therefore they ought to be 
sly committed to the ethics of 
: duty and their mission by 
vidlnj the best possible ser- 


Dr. Majali suggested that all 
school teachers should arrange 
for un-official weekly meetings 
with groups of their students to 
explore their ideas and listen to 
their problems. He said the 
teachers should report their find- 
ings to the school administration, 
which in turn can refer the matter 
to the Education Department. 

“In this case, we will be helping 
to develop the students personali- 
ties because they will feel that 
they are actively participating in 
the community through educa- 
tion," added Dr. Majali. 

He said most of Jordan's eco- 
nomic and production concerns 
are basically educational in na- 
ture. 

Later in an open dialogue with 
the participants to the meetings, 
the prime minister said the gov- 
ernment plans to deal with unem- 
ployment by creating investment 
opportunities in the private seaor 
and developing production. 

Referring to the status rtf 
teachers, the prime minister said 
he is supportive of the idea .of 
creating a teachers union pro- 
vided that it would aim at raising 
the standard of the profession. 

He announced that His Majes- 
ty King Hussein has instructed 
the government to make alloca- 
tions in the 1994 fiscal budget to 
support the teachers fund. This 
fund, he said, would offer soft 
term loans to teachers. -0 


PSD peace-keepers 
return from Cambo dia 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Public 
Security Department (PSD) con- 
tingent that has .served for cut 
year with the United Nations 
Peace-keeping forces in Cambo- 
dia Wednesday returned to Jor- 
dan and was welcomed by PSD 
Director General Abdul Rahman 
Al Udwan and other senior PSD 
officers. 

Expressing his delight at their 
safe return home, Maj. Gen. 
Udwan said the contingent con- 
tributed towards laying the 
foundation of peace and security 
:io the South-East Asian country’, 
praising the efforts of the Jorda- 
nian force abroad. 

He said, the contingent mem- 
bers served as excellent ambassa- 
dors of Jordan. 

Under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Hussein, said Maj. 
Gen. Udwan, Jordan has gained 
an excellent reputation at the 
international level and its people 
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li'-i participation in thi-. effort, 
he added, vas par. oi ji.vrdan’s 
endsa - . ours to protect -n.d prom- 
ote legstimarj and ti’e ra.e of law 
which guarantees freedoms and 
presents aggression, he added. 

Several ' members of the PSD 
contingent interviewed by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
they were hap?\ to Varum home 
safely after carrying o.ti their 
duty ac mhsior.afie : c: peace. 

Relatives o: the returning 
policemen were also at the air- 
port to -.ve'.-om-- ti-.-.- conti r. cent. 
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A contingent of Public Security Department forces Wednesday returns home to Jordan after serving in 

the U.N. peacekeeping efforts in Cunbeuiu 


Heavy 
predicted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Director 
of the Department of Meteorolo- 
gy Ali Abanda has predated that 
the northern hemisphere will ex- 
perience heavy meteor showers 
between Aug. 11 and 12. 

The showers are expeaed to 
start at a rate of 90 an hour and 
will increase to 1.000 an hour, 
with the greatest number of 
meteors falling Aug. 12, said Dr. 
Abanda in a statement to the 
Jordan Times Wednesday. 

He said that because all 
meteors bum upon entering the 
Earth's atmosphere due to fric- 
tion, none are expeaed to reach 
the Earth's surface. 

Dr. Abanda said that people in 
Jordan would be able to see some 
meteors but not all because of a 
full moon expeaed around that 
date. 

Similar phenomenon occurred 
over the Earth in 1934, he said. 

Earlier, the local press quoted 
Imad Mujahed, a Jordanian 
astronomer who predicted the 
meteor showers but claimed that 
such an occurrence has not been 
witnessed in the past 150 years. 

According to Mr. Mujahed, 
the converging orbits of the Earth 
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and the comer Sv. :ft wil* cause 
accumulated eases and dust to 
shower rise Earth in the form cf 
meteors. 

Mr. Mujahed predicted that 
the meteors will toll from n height 
ranging between 60 and 120 
kilometres. 

According :c ?!r. Mu;ahed, 
midnight is trie best time to see 
the meteor? with the naked eve. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Preserving 
the Kingdom’s cultural heritage’, 
as well as its historical and tourist 
attractions are considerations 
which should be taken in city 
planning, said Minister of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and :hy 
Environment Mohammed Mihd; 
Al Farhan. 

The minister Wednesday, at a 
meeting of the ministry’s orga- 
nisation and planning committee 
announced the creation of a tech- 
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nical team to coordinate plans 
and consult with the Department 
cf Antiquities and its branch 
offices in an effort to protea 
historical and archaeological 
sites. 

The committee decided on 
several procedural measures 
cime-J at facilitating loans for 
municipal and village councils to 
finance road construction. 

ft said that arrangements will 


be made for these councils t0~ 
announce tenders for their road 
projects annually in the early', 
spring, so that projects can be 
completed by that same spring or 
summer. 

Internal ministry organisation . 
and the creation of an appropri- 
ate mechanism for following up 
on the implementation of decK 
sions were also discussed at the. 
meeting. 


Ministry urges abidance by labour Saw 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Khaled Gh.i7jv.-i 
Wednesday said the Ministry of Labour senou** in its 
endeavours to fight foreign workforce staying illegally in me 
Kingdom. Mr. Ghazawi said the minfor'- would take the 
necessary legal procedures against illeg-.il workforce and em- 
ployers who hire foreign workers wirhou: obtaining the needed 
permits. At a meeting of director*, of and en pu.-v-men! 

offices around the Kingdom, the minister uig-.-J the labour offices 
i to intensify visits to establishments employing foicign worko 


Marriott initials blood donation action | 


Amman — On the occasion of 
the second Blood Bank drive, 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 
established a one-day donation 
room with the help of the 
Blood Bank staff and a large 
number of the Marriott em- 
ployees who donated blood as 
pan of the hoiel’s participation 
in humanitarian activities and 
services to the local commun- 
ity. 

The Mamott has long been 
an active participant and sup- 
porter of aaivities that aid the 
handicapped and the needy in 
the community. The train ride 


is a pinminent anuu.il function 
which take.; place in Septem- 
ber and all proceeds go :o Al 
Hussein Society for rhe Re- 
habilitation oi the Physically 
Handicapped 

Ihc Marriott also p!3\s a 
significant role in (he rehabi- 
litation ff !h-. physically hand- 
icapped by recruiting some dis- 
abled people out of a stseng 
belief that physically har.ditv.p- 
ped people should be propei ly 
integrated into the community 
as creative and productive indi- 
viduals. 


t, 

KARAK (Petra) — Kara!: Gov- 
ernor Khaiaf Mahasneh Wednes- 
day said the government was 
currently working on developing 
administrations around the Kingr 
dom with the aim of decentralis- 
ing them and giving them the 
power to improve services 
offered to citbsns. 

As part of these efforts, which 
were exerted upon directives by 
His Majesty King Hussein, the 
Karak Govemorate will have its 
own budget in the future to fi- 
nance projects which will be car- 
ried out within its vicinity, said 
Mr. Mahasneh at a meeting with 
the governorate’s executive 
board at the Karak Chamber of 
Commerce. 

He said projects carried out i\v 


o decentralise administration 


the govemorate in the future will 
take into consideration the basic 
services needed by citizens, in 
accordance with a list of priori- 
ties. 

The current stage, he said, re- 
quires from all government de- 
partments and public institutions 
:o fully cooperate and pool their 
efforts to achieve Jordan's 
national aspirations as outlined 
by King Hussein. 

The governor affirmed that the 
economic crisis affecting Jordan 
would not discourage Jordanian 
citizens from working hard, but 
would enhance their true national 
belonging and allegiance to the 
Hashemite leadership. 

Mr. Mahasneh underlined the 


importance of constructive dia- 
logue between citizens and public 
administrators in achieving parti- 
cipation and shouldering respon-.. 
Abilities to contribute to develop- 
ing public services in the load 
communities. 

He urged the directors of gov-; 
eminent departments In the 
Karak Govemorate to prepare 
their departments’ budgets, ex-', 
plaining their needs and plans!; 
and asked them to present them ' 
to the govemorate so as to be 
included in its general budget. “ 

He also called on them to hold 
periodic meetings that would 
help them get familiarised with 
their areas’ needs and the services 
they offer to citizens. 


Tolerance binds Muslims, Christians 


AMMAN (Petra) — P. cligious 
tolerance constitute?, cr.e of the 
basic features of Jordanian socie- 
ty where Muslims Lr.c ChrLibns 
praaise this tenet as preached by 
their religious precepts ur.d fol- 
lowing His Majesty King Hus- 
scin’s directives in this regard, 
said Sheikh Izzeddin A! Khatib 
Al Tamimi, the King’s adviser on 
religious affairs. 

Addressing a seminar entitled 
“Religious Tolerance," he; j 
the Royal Cultural Centre, 
Sheikh Tamimi said that religious 
tolerance was one o? Islam's basic 
virtues. 

The seminar was organ;.- /J M 
a Group Eight of ».hs kfojnh’r. 
Chapter of Amnesty Internation- 
al and was addressed by Greek 
Catholic Priest Nabi! Haddad, 
journalist George Haddad ; both 
Christians} and Yousef Abu Bak- 
er (Muslim) who is secret sr.- 


genera! of the Christian Islamic 
poiitLai movement “Du'aa.” 

Nothing that al! monotheistic 
religions seel; to artain good for 
al! human beings, fight corrup- 
tion :n their search for justice and 
preach charity and compassion. 
Sheikh Tamimi emphasised the 
role of the media in further 
deepening these values in the 
hearts of the Jordanian commun- 
ity. 

Islam is a religion of tolerance 
and at the same time, Islam con- 
demns a!! forms of aggression and 
harmful actions directed against 
human beings, added Sheikh 
T: 'nim; w iio had served as minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
in the farmer government of. 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. 

V- niie in Jordan people prac- 
tise religious tolerance, he said, 
hice-vj-. crimes nre committed 


against the Muslim peoples in : 
Palestine, Bosnia and Lebanon. 

He said that world organisa- ! 
dons which brag about keenness - 
on protecting human rights see ; 
and hear about these atrocities ■ 
without doing anything. 

Father Nabil Haddad reviewed ; 
Christians' contributions to the 
Arab civilisation throughout his- 
tory. Noting that Islam and 
Christianity advocated tolerance, 
tether Haddad said the Koran 
and the Bible serve as positive * 
elements that bind Christians and 
Muslims together. 

According to Mr. Abu Bakr‘, . 
Islam is a faith that respects , 
religious and cultural pluralism ; 
and deplores violence and an ‘ 
forms of terrorism. He echoed ■ 
other speakers' view that reli- 
gious tolerance has marked the ; 
character of Muslim and Christ^ “ 
ian people in the Kingdom. 
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Collective effort for democracy 

THE ROYAL Decree that was issued yesterday 
dissolving the Lower House of Parliament, and the 
subsequent decision by the prime minister to set Nov. 8 
as election day, clears the way for the government to 
amend the current Election Law and for candidates to 
start their campaigns in earnest. 

His Majesty the King had on many occasions called 
for ensuring that any amendment to the law be 
constitutional and democratic. Bat judging by in- 
formation available, the changes to the law are likely 
to introduce a one-person-one-vote formula without 
chang in g the number of constituencies or abolishing 
quotas for minorities. This means that the expected 
amendments would fall short of the expectations of 
many democratically enthusiastic Jordanians. The 
formula of one-person-one-vote without dividing the 
Kingdom Into equally-populated constituencies defies 
the purpose of ensuring each Jordanian equal voting 
power. Additionally the allocation of seats for minor- 
ities and bedouins also runs counter to genuine 
democratic practices and the concept of equality 
among Jordanians enshrined in the Constitution. 
Under the system of quotas ethnic, religious and tribal 
affiliations can only be strengthened and deepened. 
And if, as is being speculated, 18-year-old Jordanians 
will continue to be denied the rights to vote then a wide 
segment of politically active youth wiU be excluded and 
as such they will not have much faith in our fledgling 
democracy. 

Furthermore, apart from the debate that His 
Majesty the King held with his council, the Upper 
House, very little dialogue has been conducted nation- 
wide, least of all between the government and the 
different political parties. 

The issue of bypassing Parliament remains con- 
troversial, and it also could be argued that a new 
temporary law should not be enacted since no compell- 
ing circumstances, as stipulated by the Constitution, 
exist for introducing it. 

But having said all that, and although we feel that 
the anticipated changes to the law will still fall short of 
the expectations of many Jordanians, we believe that 
no political group should boycott the elections. In this 
vein, we should all remember that the 11th Parliament 
was itself elected according to an amended law, with 
that amendment being itself temporary. It is therefore 
equally valid to contend that the current law besides 
being arguably unconstitutional, is also undemocratic. 

While we hope that the 12th parliament wifi be more 
representative we hope that all political parties and all 
candidates would campaign on the platform of impro- 
ving democratic institutions and democratic tools 
during the coming four years. After all this is an infant 
democracy that thrives in a polluted regional environ- 
ment. Nursing and nurturing it wfll be neither easy nor 
smooth. It requires the participation and goodwill of 
all to make it work. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WE CONSIDER Secretary of State Warren Christopher's visit to 
Israel as die most important link in his current tour to give 
momentum to the Middle East process, said A1 Dnstoar daily 
Wednesday. Everything the secretary of state hopes to achieve in 
the region hinges on Israel’s approval and therefore his talks with 
the Israeli leaders are the most important of all his contacts, said 
the paper. The U.S. administration, which has seen the peace 
process meeting one obstacle after another, must have realised 
now that Israels contmned rejection of the U.N. resolutions and 
non-compliance with the requirements of the international 
legitimacy were responsible for the delay in reaching a settlement 
and the main stumbling block m the path of peace, said the daily. 
It said that for this reason Mr. Christophere has to darify Israel's 
position and request that Israel present a dear stand that could be 
conveyed to he Arab parties. Without Washington’s pressure on 
the Rabin government, to make it change its position and its 
procrastinations, there can be no way for reaching a settlement 
and the U.S. government’s efforts over the past two years would 
end up in nought, said the paper. Any failure of the peace process 
would open the door wide for renewed violence and conntervio- 
lence and acts of extremism that would escalate tension again in 
the region, warned the daily. The paper expressed hope that Mr. 
Christopher's current tour would yield very encouraging results 
enabling the concerned parties to resume the peace process with 
renewed hopes for fruitful results. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustonr warned the Palestinians against 
accepting partial solutions with Israel and demanded fall imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions concerning Palestine. The Palesti- 
nian leadership ought to take immediate control of whatever parts 
of the occupied lands from which Israeli troops plan to withdraw, 
but this should take place In implementation of an overall plan for 
control of all the liberated territories, including Arab Jerusalem, 
demanded Saleh A1 Qallab. The writer said that the Palestinian 
leadership should fill the vacuum which the Israelis plan to create 
provided that this leadership does not cede any Arab rights, he 
continued. The writer said that the Israelis are trying to peddle 
the idea of giving back Gaza first to the Palestinians as a measure 
to make them forget about their rights in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem and are resenting this offer like one offering poison 
coated with hopey to make it palatable to the recepient. Israel is 
hoping to deceive the Palestinians through the American envoy's 
visit to the Middle East without giving any guarantees to the 
Arabs that it will be committed to a lasting settlement, said the 
writer. The Palestinians, he said, should refuse to substitute Arab 
policemen for the Israeli troops to keep peace in the occupied 
Gaza Strip unless that step constitutes part of an overall plan for a 
lasting settlement ensuring the return of Arab lands to Arab 
■sovereignty. 


‘Toughing it out’ in hard times 

^ — . _ii_ if. rhnctAnlwr **: 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — These have 
not been the best of times for 
U-S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

The former managing partner 
of one of Los Angeles’s most 
powerful law firms recently en- 
dured a new pummelling in the 
national press for America's schi- 
zophrenic Bosnia policy. 

He has also seen the Mideast 
peace process in which be in- 
vested personal capital deterio- 
rate with a week-long bombing 
campaign by Israel against pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah guerrilla 
targets in South Lebanon. 

Arguably, he has faced far har- 
sher judgments in his first six 
mouths in office than bis prede- 
cessor, James Baker, as he wres- 
tled with crises left over from the 
Bush administration — Bosnia's 
civil war and stymied Mideast 
peace talks. 

But Mr. Christopher insisted in 
a Reuters interview that U.S. 
foreign policy is moving forward, 
that Clinton administration ac- 
tion in this area must not just be 
viewed exclusively through the 
Bosnia prism and that better days 
lie ahead. 

“Sometimes a person in my 
position just has to tough it out,” 
the 67-year-old lawyer said of the 
criticism. 

His arguments have some cre- 
dence, according to experts. 

The administration received 
high marks for its performance at 
last month’s Tokyo economic 
summit, for toughening U.S. 
trade policy towards Japan, for 
spelling out U.S. interests in 
Asia, for strongly supporting 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and leading the charge for inter- 
national aid for his reforms. 

Also viewed positively is recent 
progress on returning democracy 
to Haiti and in engaging North 
Korea in bilateral talks on nuc- 
lear issues that have been mod- 
estly successful. 

Mr. Christopher revived Arab- 
Israeli peace talks earlier this 
year when he defused a crisis over 
Palestinian deportees and medi- 
ated the ceasefire between Israel 
and Hizbollah that allowed his 
trip to the Middle East this week 
to go forward. 

Despite this, there are linger- 
ing questions about whether he is 
the right man to be America’s 
chief diplomat' in this critical 
world-shaping post-cold- war 
time. 

And while Bosnia is only one 


issue, many experts see it as a 
critical test case for U.S. and 
western approaches to nationalist 
conflict in this new era, for the 
United Nations and NATO and 
for multilateralism. 

Known as the consummate 
lawyer’s lawyer, Mr. Christopher 
is regarded as a dose confidant 
and loyal eminence grise who is 
among Mr. Clinton's most trusted 
advisers on a myriad of issues. 

But does he have the vision 
needed to shape foreign policy in 
a creative way in an era of 
'momentous change, to lead and 
compete in the hardball game of 
international politics that is often 
required to make that policy hap- 


pen and to support the use of 
force when necessary as a tool of 
diplomacy? 

On Monday, Mr. Christopher 
warned Arab and Israeli parties 
“decision time" on Mideast peace 
negotiations was approaching. 
But can he persuade them be 
means business? 

The United States is once again 
threatening military action 
against Serbs. But given an admi- 
nistration record of threats and 
withdrawals of threats can this be 
credible? 

Senior aides say Mr. Christ- 
opher is a dogged practitioner 
who will be vindicated by end 
result* Others are not so sure- 


“I think Secretary Christ- 
opher’s role as I see it is not one 
of projecting leadership/’ Sena- 
tor Richard Lugar, a respected 
Republican lawmaker on foreign 
policy, said in an interview. 

“He serves as the very disting- 
uished attorney that he is for his 
client, the president. He does so 
with a great deal of restraint and 
discipline .. .He’s a very conserva- 
tive person ...That type of activ- 
ity is probably not going to qual- 
ity under the category of strong 
leadership (but) the criteria for 
performance are set by the presi- 
dent," Mr. Lugar said. 

Geoffrey Kemp of the Carne- 
gie Endowment for International 


Peac e calls Mr. Christopher an 
extremely weak advocate for the 
one remaining superpower". 

Mr Christopher does not seem 
as controlling, of the press or the 
State Department bureaucracy, 
as Mr. Baker. However, some 
experts say his senior managers 
are weak, with few exceptions 
like undersecretary of State for 
Economic Affairs Joan Spero. 

Mr Christopher came under 
attack after he failed during a 
May European trip to convince 
U.S. allies to go along with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's proposal to lift 
an arms embargo that has hurt- 
outgunned Bosnian Muslims the 
most and to use limited air strikes 
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In battle for Jerusalem, Arabs feel 
they are loosing to bricks and mortar 


By Ne3 MacFarquhar 
The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The battered wooden trays at 
Abu Mahfouz’s Bakery spill over 
with flat Arab loaves, their aroma 
mingling with black coffee and 
thyme pizzas. The shop smack in 
the middle of the old city's Jewish 
quarter attracts customers from 
all religions. 

Israeli leaders point to this kind 
of juxtaposition when insisting 
that Jerusalem remain united 
both as a successful blend of 
cultures and Israel's capital. 

Palestinian negotiators, sup- 
ported by the Arabs,, say they 
should control the eastern part of 
the city to retain the Muslim 
character of the neighbourhoods 
surrounding AJ Aqsa Mosque, 
the third holiest site in Islam. 

But new figures show that the 
eastern part of the city has lost its 
Arab majority. In the battle for 
Jerusalem, bricks and mortar are 
winning as Jewish residents fill 
new settlements. 

This battle lies at the heart of 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s visit Tuesday. 

Palestinian negotiators hope he 
will bring a new menu for the 
talks that will include discussions 
on the future of .Jerusalem. 
Palestinians reject the current 
draft that suggests delaying that 
volatile issue until the end. 

“We do not wish to discuss this 
particular draft. Jerusalem is 


occupied territory and should be 
under Palestinian authority,’’ said 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi. 

The battle goes back to Israel's 
1948 birth. Jerusalem ended that 
war cut in two by a swath of 
barbed wire and mine fields. 

“When the city was divided 
before 1967 it was a sad city,” 
said Larry Rifkin, spokesman for 
Teddy Kollek, mayor since the 
Israeli army captured East Jeru- 
salem from Jordan that year. 

Mr. Kollek, 82, has long 
argued that only one municipal 
government can assure calm in a 
fractious environment. Israel 
annexed the whole city in 1980, 
but no country recognises that. 

“You can’t have two sovereign- 
ties. It would redivide it as effec- 
tively as a wall," said Mr. Rifkin. 

To erase the old lines Israel 
spent the past 26 years investing 
in the largest building programme 
since the- Ottoman Emperor 
Suleiman the Magnificent erected 
the 16th century city walls. 

Just outside those walls, luxury 
penthouses with rents of $7,000 
per month obliterate the former 
no-man's -land. 

The outskirts witnessed the 
biggest transformation. The red- 
rawn municipal boundaries zigzag 
over the hills to incorporate the 
new settlements while pushing 
the Arab towns outside. Jewish 
suburbs spill over 17 kilometres 
of confiscated land. 

Villa sales are collapsing in 
other occupied land , but boom in 


Jerusalem. When thousands 
rushed to move into Pisgat Ze'ev, 
a newly finished northern settle- 
ment, it tipped the population 
balance, said Deputy Mayor 
Avraham Kehilla. 

No Jews lived in the eastern 
sector of the city before 1967. 
Now there are 160,000, compared 
to 155,000 Muslim and Christian 
Arabs, Mr. Kehilla said. Another 
40,000 Jews live in settlements 
that may soon be brought into the 
city lines. 

Of the total 548,000 popula- 
tion, Jews make up 72.8 per cenr 
and Arabs 27.6 per cent. 

“I am sure that it is impossible 
to change back,” said Mr. Kehil- 
la, calling it the “beginning of the 
end” of attempts to redivide Jeru- 
salem. 

The government has almost 
completed a ring of settlements 
on the eastern side of the city, 
with similar frenetic construction 
to the West. 

Subsidised apartments attract 
young families. Mr. Kehilla said 
that 16,500 housing units were 
also planned for the Arab sector, 
but were suspended because 
Arabs couldn't afford them. 

Palestinians believe they are 
deliberately being squeezed out 
through an expensive, slow per- 
mit system. 

Geographer Khalil Tufaqii 
estimates that 40,000 Palestinians 
who by birth have Israeli-issued 
passes to live in Jerusalem cannot 
because they never get bnilding 
permits. 


“There has been a planned 
process to eradicate the Palesti- 
nian presence," said Hanna 
Siniora, a newspaper editor. 

He said Palestinians really 
woke up to the change in March, 
when the occupied territories 
were sealed for security reasons 
and outsiders needed Israeli per- 
mission to enter Jerusalem. 

That is why the Palestinians 
insist on getting the city on the 
agenda now before what they call 
more “facts on the ground” push 
them out. 

“Even if we are a minority, 
does this mean we have no 
rights?” said Azmi Sbuweibi, a 
senior advisor to the Palestinian 
peace talks delegation. 

He said Palestinians do not 
demand that Israel remove its 
capital or diride the city. They 
want equal rights and theiT own 
capital in the eastern sector. 

That too is the wish of men like 
54-year-old Ahmad Mahfouz at 
the bakery. Although most cus- 
tomers are Jewish, the tolerant 
days of his grandparents are 
gone. Occasionally someone 
sprays mace at his grandchildren 
for selling loaves on the Jewish 
Sabbath. 

He wants to live, to work, to 
worship without needing the spe- 
cial permits brought by occupa- 
tion. 

“I want to live the way that 
they live," he said, indicating the 
Israelis stopping to buy his thyme 
pizzas. 


Villagers criticise U.N. for withdrawing 


By Sheila McNulty 

The Associated Press 

THMAR PUOK, Cambodia — ; 
As the United Nations prepares 
to end its largest peacekeeping 
operation ever, battle-weary 
Cambodians say the world body 
has failed in its main aim here — 
to completely end 15 years of civil 
war. 

During a five-day trip across 
the country’s two tensest pro- 
vinces, villagers expressed dismay 
that U.N. forces are to begin 
withdrawing this month while the 
clatter of rifle fire and the thump 
of exploding rockets, grenades, 
and mines still echo across some 
areas. 

The Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
group fought the former 


Vietnamese-installed government 
for more than a decade. Now It is 
fighting the aimed forces of the 
newly elected government. 

“I don’t think the U.N. did a 
good job here because they never 
dealt with the Khmer Rouge.” 
says Kousum Sarun, a 40-year- 
old driver in Siem Reap province. 
“They did not bring peace." 

The last U.N. -/peacekeepers 
are to leave the country by mid- 
November. 

The 17-month U.N. mission 
was to monitor a 1991 ceasefire 
called by the country’s four fac- 
tions, and to disarm and demobil- 
ise the factions* almost 200,000 
troops. It was then to guide the 
country through democratic elec- 
tions last May to end two decades 
of conflict. 


But one of the factions, the 
Khmer Rouge, refused to lay 
down its weapons. The other 
-three factions followed suit and 
skirmishes continued. 

By May. the United Nations 
had spent much of its $2 billion 
budget — the biggest ever for a 
peacekeeping operation. And 
having committed 22,000 person- 
nel and tonnes of equipment to 
Cambodia, it pushed ahead with 
the poll. 

About 90 per cent of the 
electorate turned out to vote, and 
by most yardsticks the elections 
proved a resounding success. 

But the continued Khmer 
Rouge attacks have villagers in 
some areas questioning the suc- 


cess of the mission and hoping for 
a continuing U.N. shield. But 


compared to the pre-election 
period, the overall level of vio- 
lence has decreased. 

The Khmer Rouge still controls 
20 per cent of Cambodia with a 
fighting force of 10,000 men. The 
guerrilla group killed hundreds of 
thousands of Cambodians during 
a brutal reign in the mid-1970s. 

_ While the new government’s 
flag flaps above the capital, the diffe- 
rent flags of the four factions dot. 
some provinces. 

In the northwestern province 
of Bantcay Meanchey, check- 
points remain on roads between 
villages controlled by the Khmer 
Rouge and each of the three 
other factions. The latter are 
technically united under the new- 
ly elected government. 


to protect them temporarily 
against Serb attacks. 

There was speculation Mr, 
Christopher did riot really, sup. 
port the “lift and strike" option 
and thus conld not sell it 
Others theorised that Mr, Cto- 
tou, wbo had vowed, tougher ac- 
tion against Serbs, realised^ 

was little public backing for rfp. 4 
ary action and sent Mr. Christ- 
opher to just console with Euro- 
peans instead of pressing than on 
the U.S. proposal. : 

New York Tunes, columnist 
William Safire concluded Mr. 
Christopher was “not yet on top 
of the job" as secretary. r 
Mr. Christopher, interviewed 
ob Friday, insisted: “l strongly 
supported lifting the arms embar- 
go and made the strongest case I 
could for it” but Britain- and 
France were firmly opposed. 

“ There are linger- 
ing questions about 
whether he is 
right man to 
America’s chief di- 
plomat in this cri- 
tical world-shaping 
post-cold war 
time,” 


He drew new fire two weeks 
ago when, asked at a news con- 
ference about possible new initia- 
trves to save Sarajevo from faffing 
to Serbs, he said three-times: 
“The United States is doing all it 
can consistent with our natiooal 
interest. ” ’! 

In the interview, he gave tw 
flicting explanations for 
marks, suggesting thejr were 
overinteipreted by reporters bat 
also hinting they may have been 
deliberately ambiguous. 

“Yon have to take the heat for 
the administration, particularly 
when we’re in the midst of a 
policy review, in order to protect 
the president’s options tf you 
can’t describe where yon aright 
possibly be going ...I was certain- 
ly caught in that moment,” be 
said. 

He said U.S. foreign policy 
successes have thus far been over- 
shadowed by Mr. Clinton’s 
“quite right” preoccupation with 
V the economy but wuTJfagfome 
ri3 dearer through a series of 
vxspeeches that will be givthta foe 
nooext few months. } 


LETTERS 


Ingrates around us! 

To the Editor: 

I AM not a journalist or pretending to be one, but a concerned 
Jordanian citizen who cares about this country coming under 
constant attacks on its institutions and policies from the so-called 
retf-appointed journalists hiding behind the facade of objectivity 
and the freedom of speech which was offered to them and abusing 
that privilege. 

It is time that newspapers examined the q ualific a tio ns of such 
journalists from a professional point of view and not by their 
political aspirations. : 

What Compelled me to write and voice my opinion is an article 
written by Ann Sawalha in the Jordan Times, July 29-30, 1993, 
regarding the lack of sanitary facilities, of tissue paper, of dean , 
bafos and toilets in our airline planes, at the boidere and in the. 
Jordan Valley. ' • * 

Frankly, I am appalled by such attacks against my country from 

came ***& *° ***“ country for a visit or to settle, g 
whether that person is a foreigner or Jordanian. I want to assure ® 
those people that Jordan was never dirty and we had enjoyed a 1 
good and prosperous life due to the constant care of His Mme* 
ElriV 1 *** stability, economic growth, prosperity oTS 
IS . e ? s ? r P- f ° r 8 et rtiat period when our semshdemands 
then bl , gh Jhat we reevaluate ourselves. first and 

t ?. tbe detraction of our nation, 
we could criticise this country objectively. 

rJLSnt b ^H t fS 1 t; and ? “ our ^ to si 3 * 1 offering and not 
• Let us think of what we can offer this 
coan&T should offer us. Thiscountry 

mnted We^kS! We Sh0u y not take w hat was given Sr 
should aPPreaate what we have. In my opinion what 

we deserve - The dtiemma is TOtwhat the 
satisfied. ® IVC ’ 11 B we ’ 88 Jordanian citizens, who are never 

obZcte, resources was able to withstand afl the 

survived yet SSEiS *“■ “^try bad faced and 

the efforts o^His Majesty!^ avcrcomc aU die obstacles dn* to 

JoJL’Io^S.S^ a P^f c "tat™ have and compM . 
about our selfish deroLids no together and forget 

have lost more than we did We^ ^ becaasc others 

sustain the problems and abwwv, ^!? to ***** and able to 

Ld us be obXe md iSJJ* J s . aiKl disappointmcnti . 

something more 

(Retd.) Col. Nasser'MSm 
Jordan Valley Arabian Stud, 
P.O. Box 9265001 

readere contributions ritraik 

publication, however, should contain^hl^' re wtcndcd fqr 
preferably address as waff writer’s full name-mid 

request and under special drcumctJ^ withheld onlyMpoQ 
Siting. The Letters are su&eTm 


editing. The newspaper is not resnon3fcf*f^ e ? fl,s ** 
manuscripts. r re *-P ons,w e for the return of on 
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ByFadSm FmqSr 

Ever since I was a Uttie girl, 
playing in the courtyard of a 
MusUm house r f have been 
wondering about the Koran I 
r was being taught. In adolesc- 
- ence, questions would come 
to mind: Why are some of the 
references to women an in- 
citement to violence against 
. them? Who are the seven 
bouris promised to each true 
Muslim in paradise? Who are 
the women slaves or prison- 
ers of war men can keep as 
courtesans? 

I would ask myself, as Fati- 
ma Memissi has done in 
‘‘Women in Muslim Para- 
dise": Do I have a place in 
the Muslim paradise? If the 
seven, ten , 46,000 houris — 
the number of houris given to 
each man varies according to 
interpretation — promised to 
true Muslim men are not 
Muslim women, then who are 
they? If they are not women 
believers then J have no place 
in the Islamic paradise. 

What is this Islam which 
promises paradise to the true 
Muslim? There are many 
"Islams" in the Muslim 
World, based on different 
interpretations and applica- 
tions of the Koran and 
Hadith. Furthermore, many 
Muslims follow a self-tailored 
Islam based on intuitive in- 
terpretation of the canons 
with some borrowing from 
the readings of the various 
Islamic schools of thought. In 
a tolerant world , all these 
different “Islams" should be 
able to coexist. However, in 
the Islamic World today , and 
among Islamic minorities in 
the West, there is what Sal- 
man Rushdie has described 
as “ Already Existing Islam", 
with " granite , heartless cer- 
tainties ", stifling Muslim 
societies (The Guardian, 13/ 
12/91 ). Between us and Allah 
stand the self-appointed cler- 
ics who claim to be the sole 
‘defenders of the Islamic 
faith, and who used the 
weapon of “holier than thou" 
to politicise Islam beyond 
recognition. 


in search of Andalusia 


■ In “Already Existing 
Islam,” Muslim women do 
not have a " room of their 
own" neither in the land of 
the living nor in the hereaf- 
ter. “Already Existing Islam ” 
is misogyme and strives to 
restrict women to a small, 
private space . It is obsessed 
with sex and sexuality, ape- 
daily that of women. Many 
imams consider women as 
objects of desire lacking in 
rationality. At critical points 
of discussion with some Mus- 
lim men, I have been con- 
fronted with the following 
hadith: u Women are lacking 
in mind and religion ”. In a 
recent article in AI Muslim un 
newspaper (No. 345, 13/9/ 
91), Dr. Aisha Abdul Rah- 
man , professor of religious 
sciences in Egypt, admitted 
that, "Yes, women are lack- 
ing in mind and I am lacking 
although / have reached the 
highest academic rank. ” She 
quoted the prophet saying, 
" A woman is like a crooked 
rib. If you try to straighten it 
you break it. if you don't you 
will enjoy it despite its 
crookedness. ’’ She also 
attacked Muslim feminists 
accusing them of being mas- 
culine. 

Znleikha Abu Rished, a 
Muslim feminist, wrote as a 
counterargument — a piece, 
which is yet to find a home 
uncensored in the Arabic 
press, reminding Dr. Abdul 
Rahman that Arab women 
can be found in almost every 
walk of life. Responding to 
Dr. Abdul Rahman 's im- 
plication that Muslim femin- 
ists are not only political 
opponents but ugly too . she 
wrote: “ Women doctors in 
the Arab World do not run 
their hospitals with their 
emotions and looks. ” 

Thus many women in Mus- 
lim countries End themselves 
in the most unfortunate posi- 
tion of being political oppo- 
nents, branded as masculine 
and perceived as transgres- 
sing their role as sex objects 
who should be silenced rather 
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than represented. In Jordan, 
for example, there seems to 
be a policy, which is allegedly 
based on the sacred, that 
women lawyers cannot be- 
come judges. Some of the 
apologetic, twisted argu- 
ments go like this: a miscar- 
riage of justice would have 
taken place in the Kennedy 
rape case if the American 
woman judge had been suf- 
fering from pre-menstrual 
tension. Year in, year our, 
many Jordanian women 
lawyers, some of them , like 
Asms Khader, among the 
best in the country, sit for the 
exam to become judges and 
fail. 

This social structure which 
is based on male dominance 
and opposition to women’s 
self-determination is not sym- 
pathetic to women writers. 
To become a writer in such 
hostile surroundings is to en- 
ter into a conflict with the 
religious and political orders. 
To become a woman writer is 
to face a doubfe challenge 
since Already Existing Islam 
denies women a voice. 


Although men's writing is 
being censored, there is a 
kind of censorship that is 
applicable to Muslim women 
only: being accused of having 
no honour (sharaf), which for 
some reason comes more 
weight than men’s honour. 
The fear of being accused of 
being "loose" looms over 
many Muslim women’s unco- 
vered heads. A Muslim 
woman must be masturah, a 
word meaning "chaste", with 
connotations of " hidden ” 
and "silent". Despite opposi- 
tion ro women’s writing, 
many Arab Muslim women 
choose writing as a way to 
freedom, by taking sides in 
the religious, social and poli- 
tical struggle. Muslim women 
have chosen to write in 
societies which forbid any 
discussion of sex, religion and 
politics in the classroom. As a 
consequence, they suffer 
slander, banning and impris- . 
onment. 

A recent example of this 
was a certain Friday prayer 
sermon in Amman in April 
1991. Ibrahim Zaid AI Kila- 
ni , who was then the Jorda- 
nian Minister of Religious 
Affairs, attacked women wri- 
ters, such as Zuldkha Abu 
Rishe in the name of Islam. 
In one of her weekly columns 
in AI Ra’i, Abu Rishe had 
criticised the segregation of 
sexes in one of tbe ministries. 
Mr. AI Kilani’s counterargu- 
ment went something tike 
this: "These women writers , 
these fallen creatures, they 
creep up newspaper columns, 
I know them very well. They 
are daughters of Zion whose 
objective is to destroy Islam. 
They are the western agents 
among us". Her crime, and 
that of others like her, in the 
numerous articles she has 
written about Islam , is to 
criticise tbe practices of 
Already Existing Islam ’s cler- 
gy ana to call for the mod- 
ernisation of Islamic thought. 

Thus, tbe censorship im- 
posed by the authoritarian 
Arab state is also imposed by 


the mosque, /s/am is being 
constantly used and abused 
by self-appointed clerics and 
self-elected regimes. Tbe im- 
plication of Mr. AI Kilani’s 
sermon is that these women 
writers’ place in the social 
hierarchy is the inferno; they 
are the traitors of the East . 
anti-Palestinian and morally 
corrupt. That cocktail of slan- 
der, damnation and treason is 
very strong, and hard for the 
masses to resist falling for. 

But if there is no place for 
me in the Muslim paradise of 
some, then I have my own 
vision of Muslim paradise: 
tbe Islam of eleventh century 
Andalusia , or bow I imagine 
it to have been. Imagination 
is respected by this Islam, 
which was the Arab bearer o f 
art and science to medieval 
Europe. Translators of 
Greek and Persian books 
were not stabbed, but rather 
given gold equal in weight to 
the books they bad trans- 
lated. The Islam of Andalu- 
sia, sure of its identity , was 
open to other cultures and 
influences. This was an Islam 
committed to the pursuit of 
knowledge and literacy with 
all their consequences. Burn- 
ing books was alien to it. 

To escape all kinds of cen- 
sorship, and in pursuit of the 
Andalusian paradise, 1 Jeff 
my country, committing my- 
self to a life in exile. Then the 
Satanic Verses was burnt. 
Muslims of Britain were not 
asked whether they agreed 
with that fiery campaign. 
Many British Muslims be- 
lieve that the burning of the 
book has damaged race rela- 
tions in many parts of Britain 
and that the campaign laun- 
ched by the mosques has 
backfired on tbe Muslim 
community, which now suf- 
fers even more hostility from 
the not-so-bospitable white 
majority. This raises the 
question of whether there is a 
homogeneous Muslim com- 
munity in Britain or whether 
the Muslim community is di- 
vided along ideological, ling- 


uistic and national fines. And 
even if there is a united Mus- 
lim community, those who 
claim to represent it have not 
been elected. Many Muslims 
and Muslim Arabs ; who have 
lived under authoritarian reg- 
imes in tbe past, refuse to be 
represented by clerics who 
have not been elected. Many 
Muslims do nor want rash, 
heroic, hasty actions to be 
committed in their name. 

One step towards tbe true 
representation of Muslims, 
towards my Andalusia, 
would be for all Muslims to 
study carefully the lessons of 
their own history, and tbe 
history of modernism in tbe 
West. The application of 
democracy and the adoption 
of unhierarchical structures 
might lead to the demise of 
tbe " political and priestly 
power structure that at pre- 
sent dominates and stifles 
Muslim societies.” 

Another step might be to 
reexamine tbe position of 
women in Islamic society. 
Muslim feminists are not 
arguing for a monopoly of 
power, they are calling for 
the sharing of it. Combating 
the misogyny of Already Ex- 
isting Islam might lead to the 
liberation of Muslim women 
and tbe establishment of a 
more egalitarian Islamic soci- 
ety. A serious attempt to 
reexamine Islam in this way- 
might pave tbe way to the 
establishment of an egalita- 
rian Islamic society where 
both men and women would 
have the same space — in this 
life and the next. 

Fadia Faqir is a Jordanian 
writer and academic working 
at tbe Middle East Centre — 
St Antony’s College — Ox- 
ford. She is editing a series on 
Arab women’s writing for 
Garnet Publishing. Ms. Fa- 
qir’s first novel Nisanit was 
published by Penguin, her 
second novel Pillars Of Salt is 
forthcoming and she is cur- 
rently working on her third 
novel Tbe Block Iris Cros- 
sing, on the plight of a Jorda- 
nian Arab woman living in 
the West 
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U2 gives people of Sarajevo a voice 

__ Serb-besieged Bosnian capit 
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SARAJEVO — For a few 
minutes on one recent night, 
fireman Enes Zlata r was able 
to prick the conscience of 
34, 000 Europeans and tell the 
girlfriend he has not seen for 
17 months that he loves her. 

Zlatar, 23. was in 
Sarajevo, and speaking by 
television satellite link to ms 
fiancee Lala Cengic and his 
fellow human beings 1.800 
kilometres away at a rock 
concert by Irish megaband 
U2 in Stockholm. 

A series of live hook-ups 
.on U2’s European tour has 
* iven ordinary people in the 


world they fear has forgotten 
that they are human too. 

Their words are direct and 
powerful, unfiltered by the 
news media and uncensored 
by politicians. 

*7 just want to ask you as a 
European tike you are. Is it 
okay for you to watch us daily 
for J 7 months dying slowly in 
this prison he//?” Zlatar told 
the crowd in Stockholm from 
a dark and dingy corridor of 
Sarajevo’s ' television 
building. 

Then he spoke to Cengic, a 
22-year-old Bosnian war re- 
fugee living in Sweden, for 


only the sixth time since the 
siege of Sarajevo began in 
April last year. 

"Lala. I'm still alive as you 
can see and so are our fami- 
lies too. I just want to say to 
you that f Jove you so much. ” 

The link-ups were the 
brainchild of Bill Carter, a 
young American photo- 
grapher and filmmaker who 
has lived in Sarajevo since 
April. 

He made his way to Verona, 
Italy, early last month to 
interview XJ2 lead singer 
Bono for Sarajevo Television 
and the idea of the regular 
talk slot during the group’s 
tour was bom after Bono said 
he wanted to do something to 


help. 

Unlike the mjsic world’s 
Live Aid fundraising drive 
for African famine victims, 
there are no appeals for 
money , no calls for huma- 
nitarian help for suffering 
Sarajevans. 

"ft can't be pathetic. It 
can Y be aggressively blaming 
people. It's to remind Euro- 
peans that this is part of their 
continent, ” Carter, a 27-year- 
old from San Fransisco. said. 

" The very simplest idea is 
that this is your problem too 
and if you don’t take care of 
it it will be your problem in a 
huge way. 

"It’s not about U2. It’s not 
about me. It just happens to 
be a very unique medium 


that’s very different from TV 
or the newspapers. ” 

Carter, who says he gets no 
money for his work, intro- 
duces his guests with a few 
words on the latest situation 
in Sarajevo. 

He has also provided video 
footage of scenes of life in the 
city, the most cultured and 
cosmopolitan in former 
Yugoslavia until the war, for 
display on huge screens at 
U2's concerts. 

The talk slots are raped as 
they happen in the Sarajevo 
studios of the European 
Broadcasting Union and then 
broadcast on local television 
and radio in a package with 
pre-recorded U2 songs. 

Zlatar. who was studying 


civil engineering until the war 
between Serbs. Croats and 
the Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment, said his message 
could not have been deli- 
vered by a politician. 

“ They would never say 
we're all the same people. 
They just want to divide us 
into tribes. ” he said. 

He was not able ro see his- 
girlfriend because the satel- 
lite link was one-way only 
from the concert to Sarajevo. 
But he managed to talk to her 
afterwards by satellite tele- 
phone. 

"She said that she just 
cried. She said what I said 
sounded so perfect. She 
adores me," he said with a 
huge smile. 
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Portraits Of Palestinian Women 

By Orayb Aref Najjar 

University Of Utah Press, Salt Lake City 1992, $24.95 
Since the intifada began, five years ago, much has been 
written about the role of Palestinian women. Their 
emergence as a self-conscious movement, their activities 
against the occupation and their many agonising dilemmas 
have provided material in abundance for a steady proces- 
sion of “ experts ”, actual and aspiring. In consequence , 
standards of excellence in this field have risen considerably 
over the past few years. 

This book may be judged a reasonably competent effort 
and one Which employs an effective formula. It intersperses 
background information, starting from the early days of 
women’s involvement during the British Mandate, with a 
series of interviews with Palestinian women from different 
backgrounds and experiences. 

Some of the women are well known figures within the 
community, such as Zahira Kamal and Samiha Khalil, 
while others are more obscure: The brave, nameless 
women without whom Palestinian history would be a much 
bleaker affair. Their stories, without exception, are instruc- 
tive. They describe many individual and collective acts of 
ingenuity, courage and creativity and, marching side by 
side with these , a mind-numbing catalogue of Israeli 
repression against the women, their families and their land. 
Resistance, h would appear, is a thankless task although, as 
the interviews show, it has its rare and joyful moments of 
vindication. 

Orayb Najjar ir to be congratulated, therefore , for a 
avoiding too intrusive an approach. My only criticism is her 


occasional tendency r to over-simplify. Assertions such as 
'■ although Palestinian women are deeply involved in the 
nationalist Palestinian struggle, perhaps sometimes at the 
expense of their demands as women, the West knows them 
only as shadowy vieled figures with no interest in politics” 
are hard to accept given the recent avalanche of books and 
articles about these women and also the very visible 
presence in the current peace talks of Hanan Ashrawi. 

Otherwise, Ms. Najjar has performed her task admir- 
ably. She has chosen to provide just the right amount of 
explanatory text. It manages to weave the women’s 
accounts together in a coherent pattern with several well 
defined themes: The initial loss of Palestine, attachment to 
the land, encounters with the Israeli authorities, 
institution-building in the West Bank, and a variety of 
creative responses to life under occupation — Middle East 
International. 

Maria HoH 
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Lebanon , Fire And Embers: A History Of The 
Lebanese Civil War 

By Dilip Hiro 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London 1993, £25, and St. 
Martin's 

Press , New York 1993, $35 
This is the third in a series of books of a type that Dilip 
Hiro has made peculiarly his own and which he is very good 
at i A comprehensive overarching review of a Middle 
Eastern war written a tittle while after the events, which the 
dust has had time to settle. His first volume was The 
Longest War, on the Iran-Iraq war; the second. From 


Desert Shield to Desert Storm, was on the campaign of the 
U.S.-led war against Iraq; the subtitle to the rather fancy 
title of this volume makes clear that it is on the long-drawn- 
out Lebanese civil war. 

Dilip Hiro's books are not just chronological acounts; he 
does analyse and evaluate events and put them into a 
framework. He makes quite clear that the real cause of the 
"war” was the determination of the Maronite community 
— increasingly dominated by its bigoted militants — to 
retain the political privileges granted them by the French 
during their mandate over Lebanon. So much for the 
" villain ” of the peace; as for the "hero”, or at least the 
victor , it is indubitably Syrian President Asad, who was 
equally determined to maintain Syria ’s special position in 
Lebanon as the dominant factor in that country, a role that 
no one else was allowed ro usurp. With consummate 
statecraft he saw off all other challenges — the French and 
the British. Israel and the U.S. and Iraq, though in the end 
Syria has had to concede a role, a minor circumscribed one , 
to Iran. 

According to Hiro, the major mistake of tbe Maronite s, 
who at one point had the Syrians on their side, was ro look 
to Israel as their last protector, ignoring the fact that Israel 
and Syria are chronically hostile to each other, that alliance 
was simply too dangerous for Syria to accept. After all, 
Hiro claims , quite early in the civil war there were no less 
than 1,500 /srae/i "advisers in Marounistan". 

Having established that for four years out of the 15 of the 
civil war, Lebanon was "relatively quiet” and that 3J00 
persons were killed in the first five years , Hiro makes a 
quantum jump when he claims that, in all, 150,000 persons 
were killed in Lebanon. A more realistic calculation would 
be, at most, somewhere between 75.000-100,000, probably 
nearer the lower figure. Against this must be set his 
acceptable figure of 20.000 Lebanese civilians killed by the 
Israelis in their frequent, almost routine, aggressions on 
their helpless neighbour, whom they hammered on the 
slightest pretext and sometimes, as m the 1978 incursion, 
without any pretext — Middle East International . 

GJf. Jansen 
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GOING HOME , I’VE DONE MY TIME: 

THIS IS DIARY ITEM NO-ONE: We can think of no better | 
way to start this week’s Diary than with a caricufure, j 
conceived and produced by Jordan Times’ new cartoonist j 
Imad Hajjaj. The caption reads as follows: "Deputies J 
without a job are now free to practise political gossip. ” This [ 
is what die Diary r is all about: Welcome to the Club, \ 
gentlemen of the House. | 

i 

HARVARD ECONOMICS IN FARAWAY PLACES: Dr. j 
Fabed Fanek , the prominent Jordanian economist who 
writes daily columns for the Arabic daily AJ Ra'i (and a 
weekly column for its sister the Jordan Times) got a boost 
last week for his crusade against Harvard University’s 
Institute for Social and Economic Policy in the Middle ! 
East. Tbe institute, directed by a Dr. Leonard J. Hausman. 
stands accused by Dr. Fanek of being a "Jewish think-tank 
(oriented) to seve the interests of Israel in a very' intelligent 
manner.” Dr Fanek’s immediate wrath against that 
academic body was incurred by a report publish recently on 
“economic transition for securing peace in the Middle 
East ” which claimed to be the product of a two-year 
research by Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli economists. 
The boost for tbe Jordanian economist’s position came 
when a number of Arab graduate students at the institute 
sent him a copy of a letter they had directed to the 
president of the university, complaining about Hausman ’s 
and his colleagues ’ aims to normalise Arab-Israeti relations 
j before a peace settiemenf is achieved on the basis of total 
Israel withdrawal from the occupied territories. While 
expressing commitment to a peaceful solution of the 
' problems in the area, the Arab fellows protested to the 
president tbe approach the institution has adopted on the 
issue of economic cooperation integration of the countries 
in the region. Calling this approach "unethical , " the group 
of fellows said: "Capitalising on the credibility’ and 
trustworthiness of Harvard [ini versin’ to bring' Arab 
scholars into line with this scheme is insensitive and 
short-sighted. Tbe Israeli occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza, the legitimate rights of the Palestinians under 
occupation and the nghr to live in a just and lasting peace 
were issues neither discussed nor addressed. ” Dr. Fanek 
was himself commissioned at one stage ro work on a study 
for the institute related to the same subject of Arab-Israeti 
economic cooperation after peace. But he did not stay the 
course due to his "adamant" attitude, as he put it. that no 
normalisation of relations should take place before Israel 
j withdrew its forces from the Wesr Bank and Gaza. It was 
only partly due to his historical disagreement with the 
management of the institute that Dr. Fanek launched his 
crusade against the new report. The other part is his 
disenchantment with those Jordanians who participated in 
drafting tbe report and who failed to renounce the 
conclusions that apparently called for early normalisation. 
In his most recent article on tbe issue in AI Ra’i newspaper. 
Dr. Fanek said the attack included in it would be his last. 
Whether the subject would ever voluntarily surface again, 
however, remains highly uncertain. 

lb & 1 ir 

DEMOCRACY BOOMERANGS: Abdulla Ensour, tbe 
popular people’s deputy from Salt who fought and won his 
campaign of 1989 mainly on a platform of "democracy for 
all people ’’ and “ fight against corruption has just had a 
close shave with ill effects of both banners. As if to give him 
a taste of his own medicine, the tabloid newspaper Shihan 
wrote an article last month in which the former minister of 
trade and industry was implicated as having received a 
kickback while in office. In the story' Shihan claimed that 
Dr. Ensour, while serving as minister in the Sharif Zeicl 
Ben Shaker's government bypassed the recommendation cf 
the secretary general of his ministry and awarded a JD 
11.4 million tender to an unnamed company. .According i 
to tbe report, the new minister, Basszm AI Saket, 
overturned Dr. Ensour’s decision because the company’s 
offer did not comply with the required specifications. The 
paper’s report basically implied that Dr. Ensour had made 
a deal with the company that could give him personal 
benefits. Two weeks later , however , Shihan published a 
small , one column item saying that they stand corrected if 
the public misunderstood their report to mean causing any 
harm to Dr. Ensour. Being the shrewd and impeccable 
politician he is. Dr. Ensour naturally felt that the tabloid’s 
apology was not actually a retraction of what was already 
published. A week later, he sent a short letter to the paper 
challenging anyone to prove "that the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry can allocate any tenders to any side" anyway. 

“ While I strongly deny those allegations against me,’ Dr. 
Ensour wrote, “J reserve the right to (pursue this case ) 
against those ‘forces’, not unknown to the public, who have 
ten behind the scheme (to smear my name).” 

Mermeen Murad 
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Peter Brook — the theatre of the depths 




Pieter Brook 


By Jean-Marc Dupuicb 

Peter Brook is like Socrates who 
said that he was not a citizen of 
Athens, but of the world. This 
Englishman, who has his theatre in 
Paris and runs an (obviously inter- 
national) Theatre Research Cen- 
tre, travels all over the world to 
meet a public which is rich in its 
diversity. 

PARIS — “ Companies tend Years of Theatrical Explora- 
to be made up of people don), the work that he has 
coming from the same class, just brought out with the “Le 
who snare the same points of Seuil” publishers, 
view and have the same It is not at all with the idea 
aspirations. The Intemation- of bringing together young 
al Theatre Research Centre is actors coming bom different 
based on the opposite princi - , countries ana taking advan- 
ple. We have brought tage of the cultural habits of 
together actors who had no- each of them . and of the 
dung in common, neither Jan- techniques peculiar to nation- 
guage, nor codes, nor jokes”, al forms of expression for the 
is what one can read in purpose of spicing up per- 
“ Points de Suspension: 44 formances with folkoric 
Ans D'ExpIoration Tbeat- quotations, 
rale” (Suspension Marks: 44 For theatre is not an end in 


itself: “We seek what gives its 
true life to a form of culture, ” 
by ridding it of its 
stereotypes. “Relieved of bis 
ethnic mannerisms , a 
Japanese becomes more 
Japanese, and an African 
more African. ” At this 
point, one achieves an au- 
thentic diversity between the 
actors which enables them to 
create together. 

“It is not unlik e what hap- 
pens in a piece of orchestra 
music in which each sound 
keeps its identity and. at the 
same time, blends in a new 
harmony.” The comparison 
with music is continued with 
the emotion that it engen- 
ders: " Our aim is to attempt 
to obtain something, in 
theatre, which affects, as 
music can do.” 

This means that the actors 
have to be “ instruments put- 
ting across truths which 
otherwise would remain un- 
noticed Theatre work de- 
mands total involvement. It is 


experimenting with “ true 
life ” “The body has to be 
ready and receptive, but that 
is not all. The voice has to be 
open and free. The emotions 
have to be open and free. 
The intelligence has to be 
alert”, for the author is the 
person who is in a position to 
“ reflect the subtle currents of 
'human life.” 

Mahabharata 

For the theatre to put 
across truths, not aphorisms 
nor scientific laws, but the 
“savour of mankind”, the 
work on the text, like that of 
the actor on himself, must 
erase the superficial, remove 
appearances in order to re- 
veal “the deep nutritive sub- 
stance.” With all the condi- 
tions brought together, the 
theatre is then a celebration 
of Ufe, shared by the actors 
and the spectators. 

That is why “the prime 
virtue of a performance is to 
be Irving and the second to be 
comprehensible. ” A theatre 


show is neither hermetic, nor 
a narcissistic pleasure. It im- 
plies the acceptance and rec- 
ogni tkm df the other person. 
“Theatre only exists at the 
precise moment when those 
two worlds (that of the actors 
and that of the spectators) 
come together.” 

One can understand that 
“ two performances can never 
be identical” and that the 
quest for a public is so vital 
that the centre travels 
throughout the world and 
societies,, "playing in isolated 
villages ' or in problem sub- 
urbs, to racial minorities, old 
people, children, delin- 
quents. the mentally hand- 
icapped. the deaf, the blind, 
etc.. 

Although the centre is 
nomadic, its home base is in 
the working class district of 
Paris at the Bouffes du Nord 
Theatre. This old Italian- 
style theatre, which bad fal- 
len into oblivion after the 
gilt, the deep red upholstery 


and the chandeliers had been 
ripped out and the stage re - ■ 
moved, immediately 
appealed to Peter Brook, 
who decided to keep it in that 
condition. Relieved of its 
cultural apparel , reduced to 
its simple architecture and*. fj 
the nudity of the materials , it* ‘ J 
offers a stage area ( perhaps 
unique in the world) where 
theatre can be enhanced by 
the reality' of natural ele- 
ments: Earth, water and fire. 

As the planks of the stage 
have disappeared. Carmen 
raised the Se\Hle dust, danc- 
ing among real Gres. For The 
Tempest." tonnes of red earth 
were brought in, then care- 
fully shaped and partly co- 
vered over with a layer office 
sand. And the actors in 
Mahabharata . that sacred 
narrative of Hinduism, draw 
the original strength of their . . 
cosmogonic adventure 
the very earth and water ’■ 
themselves — L’ActuaUte En 
France. 




East meets West at Misha’s Party on night of Soviet coup 
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By Jill Serjeant 

Reuter 

LONDON — On a rainy 
Moscow night in August 
J991. a Russian businessman 
called Mikhail is trying to 
reunite bis fractious family 
hr a party . 

- Out on the streets one half 
Of the Soviet government is 
trying to overthrow the 
other. 

Almost two years on, the 
abortive attempt to remove 
Mikhail Gorbachev from 
power has inspired a riveting 
piece of theatre co-written by 
a Russian and an American, 
neither of whom speaks the 
other’s language. 


Misha s Party had its world 
premiere at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company's 
London home last month and 
will be produced in Moscow 
early next year after an ex- 
traordinary' East-West cultu- 
ral collaboration. 

Alexander Gel man. the 
Russian half of the duo, is a 
friend of Mr. Gorbachev's, a 
former deputy in the Soviet 
Congress and a speechwriter 
for Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Richard Nelson's work in- 
cludes Two Shakespearean 
Actors, which was acclaimed 
in both London and New 


York. 

Surprisingly, given the 
Aug. 20. 1991 setting in an 
hotel overlooking hfoscow's 
White House — the Russian 
parliament building from 
where Mr. Yeltsin directed 
resistance to the coup — the 
play is a comedy about a 
Russian and an American 
family caught up in seemingly 
intracta'ble emotional 
tangles. 

The confusion and tension 
on the , barricades outside 
mirrors the birthday party 
inside as Mikhail's worm be- 
gins to fall apart just as the 
abortive coup signalled the 
beginning of the end for the 

ni. M . ' v ‘' 


By Clare Patrick 
CREMONA . Italy — Every 
morning, as he has done for 
the past 25 years, violinist 
Prof. Andrea Mosconi per- 
forms a ritual dedicated to 
preserving the quality of 
some of the most beautiful 
stringed instruments ever 
made. In the quiet of the 
chamber normally used for 
conducting weddings at the 
city ball. Prof. Mosconi 
selects an Amati . a Guameri 
and Gnally, a Stradivarius 
from the glass case where 
they are presenvd. Then, 
one by one, he puts them 
through their paces. Playing 
the violins on a regular basis 
is the only way to keep their 
timbre from deteriorating. 

All five violins in the col- 
lection, which range from be- 
tween 250 and 420 years old. 
were made in this sleepy 
northern Italian town . an 
hour’s drive from the bustling 
industrial capital of Milan. 
By a strange combination of 
chance and circumstance , 
Cremona has lived and 
breathed violins for almost 
half a millennium, ever since 
Andrea Amati crafted his 
first instrument here back in 
the early 1500s. Two centur- 
ies later, another Cremonese, 
Antonio Stradivari lived and 


In the footsteps 


worked here, making the 
legendary violins which were 
to become more sought after 
than any other musical instru- 
ment ever produced. 

Today, in a small work- 
shop less than 500 yards from 
where Stradivari practiced his 
craft, the man many claim is 
his natural successor is bent 
earnestly over a half-finished 
instrument. Cremona has 
some 150 craftsmen turning 
out violins in workshops dot- 
ted around the small town. 
But Francesco Bissolotti — a 
shepherd’s son who has made 
violins for the world’s 
greatest players — is the 
maestro of them all. 

“I live for making violins. 
My work is everything to 
me, ” says the master crafts- 
man, a small, strong-looking 
man with a piercing stare and 
a thick black beard, in spite 
of his 64 years. Bissolotti held 
his first violin at the age of 9. 
He learned how to play. 
Then curiosity took over and 
he took an instrument apart 
to see how it was made. By 
the time he reached his 17th 
birthday be had made his Grst 
instrument. He studied the 
art of cabinet-making and at 
the same time attended Cre- 
mona ’s school for violin-mak- 
ers. To make ends meet, he 



Considered v many to be Stradivari's succes- 
sor, Franca .o Bissolotti makes violins for the 
worfaPs bes u musicians 


polished furniture. It was -to 
be 10 years before he sold his 
Grst instrument , for 30.000 
lire — $20 at current rates. 

Today, there is a waiting 
list of two years for one of 
Bissolotti’s violins, and the 
maestro can command much 
higher Ggures. His instru- 
ments sell for between 10 and 
20 million lire ($7,000 and 
($14,000). Each one takes 
about 250 hours of painstak- 
ing work, all of it done by 
hand according to the rules 
Grst laid down by Amati five 
centuries ago. For although 
many have tried, no-one has 
yet succeeded in using mod- 
ern-day technology to mimic 
the tone produced by a hand- 
made instrument. 

In Bissolotti's workshop, 
heady with the smells of natu- 
ral glues and resins , much is 
as it would have been in the 
days of Amati or Stradivari. 
With nothing to break the 
silence except the rhythmic 
sound of rasping and chisel- 
ing. Bissolotti and bis sons 
are engrossed in their craft. 
For, in the time-honoured 
tradition, this is very much a 
family business. Bissolotti 
has passed on his skills to 
three of his four sons, Mauri- 
zio, 37, Vincenzo, 35' and 
Tiziano, 34. Even his daugh- 
ter, Rossana, studied under 
her father before giving up 
her work to marry and have a 
child. Only the eldest son, 
Marco, 38, has chosen a 
different path. He works as a 
psychiatrist. 

“ Making violins is some- 
thing you have in your 
blood, ” says Vincenzo , as he 
hones away at a block of 
wood, the shutters closed 
against the strong sunlight to 
help him follow grain. "Of 
course, it is tike any other 
job, but it is something you 
must have a feeling For. ” 

“ft is something you are 
bom with,” adds his father. 
“The secret of making good 
violins is in manual dexterity 
and intuition, but most of all 
in the sensitivity of the violin- 
maker. You must feel it with 
your heart. You must put 
your whole soul into it. ” 

Francesco Bissolotti speaks 
of his instruments as living 
beings. None of them is iden- 
tical, he says. Each has its 
own personality. “I never 
make two violins the same. 
There are different nuances, ” 


Soviet communist Party and 
Mr. Gorbachev himself. 

The play was written with 
the help of two translators, 
several bottles of vodka and 
an intensive two weeks in a 
writer’s colony in the United 
States. 

What emerged was a de- 
tailed plot and character his- 
tories and slightly different 
scripts in Russian and En- 


Tbe Russian version will be 
more exact regarding the 
events on that momentous 
August night, which are con- 
veyed in the play by the 
noises off-stage of crowds 


chanting “ Yeltsin , Yeltsin” 
and the ominous rumbling of 
tanks. 

“There are a lot of people 
in Moscow now who wish 
that the coup-makers had 
won, whereas the play is writ- 
ten from the point of view of 
anti -coup-makers,” said Gel- 
man, who was in the Russian 
Parliament building during 
the putsch. 

“The people in the (Mos- 
cow) audience will be of all 
kinds, so there may be con- 
flicting reactions. But I don’t 
think any rights will break 
out,” he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

The characters react with a 


mixture of indifference, rage 
and fear to the coup unfold- 
ing around them but there 


ters on stage is a world that is 
confused, foil of emotional 
knots, where solutions are 
seemingly out of grasp, ” said 
Nelson. 

The doomed birthday 
celebration also turns into an 
encounter between Soviet 
and American societies, jux- 
taposing a tottering Soviet 
system of food shortages and 
corruption against the lures 
of the land of plenty — for 
the rich. 


Misha ’s Party is deliberate- 
ly set in the middle of the 
coup, when its outcome was 
far from clear. 

“At the end. nothing is 
resolved. There is chaos, 
ambiguity and deep historical 
weight Which reflects both 
■the -world of the characters 
and the events outside. ” said 
Nelson! 

There is no political mes- 
sage, except in as much as 
“there is a sense of optimism, 
a sense of- embracing confu- 
sion and complexity and a 
willingness not to look for 
sentimental , simple solu- 
tions. ” 

Nelson hopes the play will 
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he said. “They are like cbil- his - plantfi‘'antl- listening to-'' 
dien. All of them are human opera. He laments the fact 
beings, but everyone has his that few youngsters of today 
own personality. In the same are prepared to invest the 
way, each violin has its own time and effort in learning a 
character craft such as his. “Young 
“I always make good, people today are more in- 
violins, but two out of every feres fed in making money 
five or six I make will be and having fast cars. They 
exceptional,” he adds. “Even don’t seem to understand 
l don’t know why. It is prob- that you have to make sacri- 
ably because we are all hu- Gees at foe beginning in order 

man and sometimes we are to see the fruits at the end, ” 
happy and sometimes we are he says. “ Even my pupils 
sad. This is transmitted to our want to learn everything im- 
work, even though we may mediately. They want to 
not know it. ” know all the secrets straight 

Bissolotti maintains the in- away. They need to show 
struments made by his three more humility. ” 
sons are ail very different. The long and laborious 
though all of them are of high process of making a violin 

quality. Maurizio’s violins re- begins long before the crafts- 

Bect his own naturally crea- man begins carving and 

five and intuitive character, chiseling. Every year, Vin- 

says his father. Vincenzo has cenzo and his father drive 

a calm, reflective personality, north to the foothills of the r . __ 

His violins are made with Alps and, accompanied by a " anc *^ co BissoUriUs son vincen- violin-making which was founded 

meticulous attention to de- forest ranger, go deep into *o toaenms at Crmmona’s school of in 1938 \ f 

tail. Tiziano produces instru- the woods to choose their ence, the craftsmen breathe all over Europe, the U.S. and remaining years in hi* work 

merits which mirror his na- tree. This is the home of the . life into the wood. Vincenzo Japan. “ But the greatest shop, making ns manvviihi>t 

ture — impulsive and rest- finest quality red pine, the Js painstakingly transforming violin players want mv as he can before he fcfnd 

less, but capable of bursts of wood used for the front of the a solid block of maple into a father’s instruments. ” he said into retirement He h IOrc T- 

creative genius. violin, prized because of its delicate arch shape. This will candidly. “Only a few are grandchildren m 

Vincenzo, the middle son. particular resonance. “You be the back of the instru- bom like my father.” Among the tradition he hivhZ 

has taken over from bis need to know everything ab- ment. The front is made of Francesco Bissolotti’s clients gan At present hh ■* 

father as teacher at Cremo- out the wood— how old was two separate pieces, stuck are great names such as /fa- one granddauphtef 

na’s school of violin-making the tree it came from, where together to form a barely lian violinist Uto Ughi months “Sh"’ a f C ° jT 

where Francesco Bissolotti it was grown — whether it visible seam with the same Japanese cellist Mary Fu~ showing an - nt C „ a J re -J 

himself learned his craft, was pointing north or south, natural fish glue used by Cre- jimara and Russian-born cel- onlv 1 e ***!}’' 

Founded in 1938, the school all these factors affect the mona’s original violin-mak- list David Geringas. He once comes here ■ 

has 130 pupils from around wood’s acoustic potential,” ers. Later, the instruments made a special Gve-strinperl of I , glve . fra piece 

the globe. Currently, stu- said Vincenzo. “The grain will be treated with natural viola for Uahan maestro sf/v- is c^l V v ^ y Til sb * 

dents taking the four-year from the wood should be resins and paints. “/ never atore Accardo to enable him The mart u™' 

course come from Russia , evenly spaced. You can tell use anything chemical be- to play a particular sonata bv taught Irvir bas a * T 9 a ^Y 

South Korea, Mexico, Japan, from looking at the grain cause chemicals affect the Paganini. ' maters n™ tema ! e violin- 

China, Hungary and Mexico, whether or not the tree has wood over a period of years,” Francesco Bissolotti is pud//c w 

“To make a really fine violin suffered any traumas such as said Francesco Bissolotti. choosy abut the people he now awen nna ^ amb ^ b ’ * 
you need a lot of experience, extreme frost or drought . ” Cremona’s importance as a sells to. He does not demand ' maivr ‘ ^ 

a good pair of bands and The back, sides and neck centre for carpentry, and for that they be famous. But he orespn/^fc- ° Wn right* At 

' most of all, a great deal of of the violin are made from violin making in particular, is does insist that they be se- aomet' ■ mos *. Promising 

patience,” says Vincenzo, as Balkan maple. Every so partly explained by its geog- rious about their music' vear-^iHPi^ ^ o a gh1, 22- 

he works away methodically, often, the Bissofottis go to a raphkal position. Situated on “When / make a violin / nut isa k > c .J~ 9 boardi. “El- 

“J always say to my pupils: warehouse in Bavaria to the great River Po, which everything I’ve got into it / jotelti- 

‘ You must not try to make a choose the piece they want, links the two coasts of Italy, it expect the violinist to cam' her ha £ enti Y Suiting 

violin, but THE violin.’ It is Once they nave selected their became a cultural crossroads on the work I've started / celln «u/ 0/1 a half-finished 

very different. ” wood, they drive it back to between east and west in the won’t sell my violins to oeo- eond Women hre just as 

Vincenzo was 14 when he Cremona, cut it into quarters .16th century. Resins from pie who can’t play them "h men at ^his wprk/’ 

joined his father as an and stack it under the eaves India, China and Greece said. “I only accept pavment own' ^ eo P{ eone riayialkof 

apprentice. He never consi- of their house to dry it natur- were brought to Italy via once the violinist has tried th^n fi,sso ^ or d. the way 

dered doing anything else, ally . Only when it bas been Venice, the great trading port the instrument and has de va* ? of own tng a Stradi- 

“Though if I hadn’t been a seasoned — for a minimum of the eastern Mediterra- tided he likes it,” he added ^ a matter of fact, 

violin-maker I would prob- of 10 years — will the wood nean. “Cremona was the “Violins are a matter of oer ! ^ do talk ofBisso- 

ab/y have gone into agricul- be ready to work. Vincenzo is natural half-way house be- sonal taste, ft is like a woman 2’ ma *ter violin- 

ture,” he says. Intensely currently using wood laid tween the east and western for a man. It has to be almost mt'r u bope instru- 

practical, with strong, steady down by his father 20 years Europe," said Vincenzo . love at First sight. Some tht 1 bave - ma<fe ^ stand 

hands, Vincenzo has little ago. Said Francesco Bissolot- “The only way to get to the violins have a deeper tone of time. It would be 

time for the hustle and bustle ti: “When the moment mm- west was up the River Po. Others have a lighter one ^aerful #*,.•_*_ .. . 

of the world outside the es, I pick up a piece of wood Cremona soon built up a fine Not ail violinists like the 

workshop and the quiet town and I know just by feeling it tradition of marquetry and same sound. ’’ 

where he grew up. He does what kind of acoustic quality wood-working.” Bissolortihas travelled 

not own a television set and it will produce.” Vincenzo Bissolotti has world for his work. But now 

• spends his spare time rending Slowly, and with great pad- made violins for orchestras he says, he wants to soenH hk 


go to the United States within - 
the next year and it is already 
set for a run at the Moscow . 
Arts Theatre. 

Will Gelman invite either- 
of his illustrious friends — ■ 
and would they attend'ty’fy 
anyway? 

Gorbachev is more likely 
to go because he loves the • 
theatre. Mr. Yeltsin is not- 
much of a theatre-goer. If I 
drop him a note and ask him, • 
he will come but I don ’ t think ' 

I will make any special effort . ; 

"Let him get on with the ; 
business of running the gov- • 
emment. He has got quite a 
theatre of horror there on his \ 
hands. ” : . 

. - ;' A ti: ? 1 S. 


ence, the craftsmen breathe 
Ufe into the wood. Vincenzo 
is painstakingly transforming 
a solid block of maple into a 
delicate arch shape. This will 
be the back of the instru- 
ment. The front is made of 
two separate pieces, stuck 
together to form a barely 


remaining years in his work- 
shop, making as many violins 
as he can before he is forced 
into retirement. He hopes his 
grandchildren will follow on 
the tradition he himself be- 
gan. At present, he bas just 
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psutly explained by its geog- 
raphical position. Situated on 
the great River Po, which 
Unks the two coasts of Italy, it 
became a cultural crossroads 
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is clearly very alert.” 

The maestro has already 
taught several female violin- 
mafcers. One of his former 
pupils. Wanna Zambelii, is 

now a well-established violin" 

maker m her own rights At 
present, his most promising 
apprentice is also a girlTzt- 
year-old Elisa Gaboardi. “El- 

^ Hed *°d intelli- 
h Jt\ be . S * ld ' Sently guiting 

Women are just as 
^■.f 5 ““ 3t 'Ms work." 


"VJV it/ riH 

Venice , the great trading port 
of the eastern Mediterra- 
nean. “Cremona was the 
natural half-way house be- 
tween the east and western 
Europe said Vincenzo. 
“The only way to get to the 
west was up the River Po. 
Cremona soon built up a fine 
tradition of marquetry and 
wood-working. ” 

'■ Vincenzo Bissolotti has 
made violins for orchestras 
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Programming 
— addiction 
and necessity 
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By Jau-Oandi BUn 

We a/e at the ru/n of the twentieth century and virtually all 
personal computer (PC) users know by now that their 
beautiful machines would be absolutely- useless without 
software pro gram mes. 

To carry out specific tasks takes specific programmes. 
Whether it T s making calculations, writing fetters , playing 
computer games or checking a bank account , one has to 
choose a suitable programme. 

When electronic computers were introduced half a 
century ago, there was no such “ready-made 1 ’ software and 
of course, no PCs. Specialists bad to analyse the problem 
they were presented with and write a pr o gram me for this 
very matter, it is still the case nowadays whenever analysts 
face a new, unforeseen problem. 

However, for all common needs, the software industry 
now proposes a truly amazing array of ready-made, 
extremely powerful and useful programmes chat can make 
any mortal happy. A well chosen combination of a 
Spreadsheet, Data Base and Word Processing software will 
cover practically all the needs of a private user. 

If this is the case, then are people still programming? 
What does it take to write programmes. 7 Who stiU does it? 

Two kinds of people would go through the painful and 
lengthy process of analysing a problem (or a job to be 
done) and writing a programme for it. Professional 
programmers to start with. They are the ones who design 
and produce the ready-made software that is so dear to us. 
Then comes a special class of zealous amateurs for whom 
such an activity has become an addiction. 

Programming consists of understanding a given, well 
defined process, that follows basic rules of logic, analysing 
it in details and finally translating it into a written form, 
using a code (called programming language) that the 


computer can assimilate and process. It can be as simple or, 
on the contrary, as complicated as one can imagine. 

Writing a small programme that computes the number of 
days elapsed since your birth date till today is one thing and 
designing a set of programmes (called system) to process all 
the administrative work of a large corporation is another. If 
any person with a reasonable IQ and some training can do 
the fir sf, it takes a highly talented, experienced profession- 
al to do the second. A programme can take thirty minutes 
and a few lines to write or it can make you work for months 
and years and be one million characters in size. 

Programming is in itself a very challenging exercise. For 
the amateur or even the motivated pro , it’s a brain teaser 
comparable to solving giant puzzles or crosswords, though 
at a much higher level. Skilled programmers often are good 
chess players too. For those of the intellectual type, it is an 
exciting activity that takes all their concentration and keeps 
them completely isolated from the real world they live in. It 
is very significant to note that the wives of these people are 
called “computer widows .’* 

Some companies have designed software solutions char 
are called “programmes generators.” The analyst would 
“ explain ” the problem to the computer, according to a 
certain algorithm. The computer would then generate the 
code (the difficult and lengthy part of the work) for the 
programme, saving him or her days and weeks of effort. It 
can be compared to automatic versus manual transmission 
in automobiles. 

The fact remains that the power, the friendliness and the 
versatility of the popular ready-made packages like 
dBASE, Excel, Windows , MS- Word, WordPerfect, Lotus 
123, Quattro, FoxBasc and others have certainly reduced 
the number of private users who used to write their own 
software. Those still doing it are either full time profession- 
als, making good money out of it, private users with 
specific needs or simply amateurs enjoying the technique. 
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

The people of Ireland are the greatest eaters of potatoes 
in the world. 

■’ rifrrir ri- ri- ri- 

A side pig rarely curls its tail. 

■ri ri- ri- ri ri 


ri The oldest recorded age of a horse is sixty-one years, 
ri ri ri ri ri 

One tonne of iron weighs three tonnes after it has 
completely rusted. 

ri ri ri ri ri 


ri The mouth of the Statue of Liberty measures three feet 
in width. 

ri ri ri ri ri 


LET’S LEARN ARABIC 


— Of course. 

— Of course not. 

— Not at all. 
acfosi-L — If you like. 
was p — It’s all the same to me. 
— Maybe. 

— I hope so. 

— He's nice. 

— She’s polite. 

— It’s dirty. 

— It T s horrible. 

— It’s disgusting. 

— You’re not at all kind. 
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Tab ’an. 
BU'tabi’la. 
Afwan/AI-afou. 
Ala kalfak/Zayy mabkreed. 

MatMtikshi indi. 
Yemkin/Rub’bama. 
Arjoozakk. 
Bowalatif. 
Heya mo’addabm. 

Was&h/kmzir. 
Mokb ’etffMor ’lb. 
Mukril/Kareeh . 
Intm n*nn*h latif a/i ifan 
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BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

GALILEE .. 

The northern division of occupied Palestine (since 1948), 
divided into Upper and Lower Galilee. It is about 60 miles 
long and 30 miles broad , mainly bill country devoted to 
mixed farming and olive , tobacco plantations. It was the 
scene of most of the chief events in the life of Christ at that 
time being a Roman province. It is bordered by Lebanon 
(north), the Mediterranean Sea (West), Syria and Jordan (east), 
and the Jezreel plain (south). The chief towns are Tiberias 
and Nazareth. It was once a fertile and populous city. 

The Sea of Galilee , a lake in the Jordan Valley, lies 65 
miles north of the Dead Sea, and is frequently mentioned 
in the Gospels. 
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TIME FOR FUN 
The affectionate Words 

At a cocktail party the hostess could not help overhear- 
ing the. conversation of a suave gentleman. 

“Oh, I adore her. I worship her,” declared the gent- 
leman. 

“I would too if she were mine,” agreed his friend. 


“ The way she walks and swishes. Her beautiful, big, 
brown eyes; her bead so proud and erect ...” 

“You’re very fortunate," commented his ft lend. 

“ You’re very fortunate,” commented his friend. 

“ And do you know what really thrills me? The way she 
nibbles on my ear.” 

~ “Sir,."p}c hostc$sjhterjectcd. “ I couldn’t help listening 
. to ^tbose alfectkmst^ words. In this day of numerous .* 
divorces I admire trman who so passionately loves his wife. 

“My wife?” saiiPthe gentleman surprised r '“No, my 
champion race horse//’" 
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YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 
TEA: Trouble that will cause sleeplessness and bad health, 
ri ri ri ri ri 

PICTURE: To dream of painting pictures denotes that you 
will engage in some unremunerative, albeit not unpleasant, 
enterprise. 

ri ri ri ri ri 

SNOW: Success, money, plentiful harvest: (Eating snow) 
the dreamer will soon undertake a difficult journey: “Lost 
in snow) hostilities of enemies. 

ri ri ri ri ri 

RAIN: A lucky omen: an inheritance, prosperity, good 
crops: (Heavy storm) troubles and difficulties. 

ri ri ri ri ri 

MILK: A sign of peaceful circumstances: Often means an 
increase in family: (Spilling) loss in business. 

ri ri ri ri ri 

HUSBAND: Fora woman to dream of her husband is not a 
very favourable dream, usually foretelling discord and 
deceit: For an unmarried girl to dream that she has a 
husband is a very bad omen. 

ri ri ri ri ri 

PUZZLES 

Arrowords 

Each arrow points to the beginning of the word answering 
the appropriately numbered due. The words extend from 
arrow to arrow, the final letter of one word becoming the 
Erst letter of the next. 

Write your solutions dockwise into the “ target ”, and 
remember, only the twelve letters in the lower diagram are 
to be used. 



Be aware of. 

Speak confidentially. 
Instrument of torture. 
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Carol’s diary 


By E. Ymghl 

The grueling summer semester was almost over and Carol 
could hardly wait. It had been exceptionally hot and hard 
and to top it all off, Carol's children who had been living in 
America studying and working, came for a visit. It was on 
one cool summer evening when she was in the middle of 
her university studying mat the doorbell rang. 

“Oh.” She moaned. “I hope we aren’t going to have 
company at this hour! I still have some reading left to do. ” 

Her youngest son ignored her irritation and ran down the 
stairs to see who came. Carol wasn't even interested in her 
impending visitors for she knew she would find out soon 
enough. After a few moments she heard the voice of a 
smalT child and suddenly her son burst through the door 
with the gift of a grandchild. 

“Oh, my Lord! Where did he come from? Are his 
parents with him?” she asked excitedly and rushed to grab 
the baby. 

Her youngest sarcastically replied. “Well, what do you 
think “ he came alone?” 

Before she could fathom the meaning of it all. her 
daughter-in-law walked in the door with a younger baby 
anafollowing her, was Carol’s son. 

He greeted her as if traveling overseas were a journey of 
20 kilometres. “Hello, mom. Where's dad?” 

“He just went to the mosque to pray. He won’t believe 
that you came. ” 

But then a voice said from behind the screen: “Mom, did 
you forgot me? I decided to tag along too!” 

There were a lot of screams of excitement and tears of 
happiness as Carol, her daughter-in-law, her two sons and 
her grandchildren reunited for the Erst time in two years. A 
few moments later, Carol’s husband arrived and the whole 
reunion began once more. When tilings calmed down a bit, 
Carol’s husband said: “What brought you here? And not a 
forewarning that you were coining. Why didn’t anyone of 
you mention anything?” 

“We wanted to surprise you!" they ail answered at once. 

Seeing her children was the greatest event and joy that 
Carol could imagine for she had missed them terribly since 
she saw them last. Her head swam with fond and happy 
memories of those good times that she bad spent with them in 
America. But when she returned to Jordan, she had missed 
them too much. It was then that she requested to go to the 
university in order to Ell the gap that had deepened since 
her children had serried overseas. But now, how could she 


ever study? There was the pitter patter of little feet, bottles 
all over, and babies crying and Carol at last was able to 
taste the bliss of being a grandmother. Vet. Shakespeare 
became completely neglected and Macbeth and King Lear 
adventured in struggles that required a lot of study and 
concentration, but Carol found that the regular 24-hour 
day just wasn’t long enough and that 48 would suit her 
better. She couldn't manage to sleep before 12 or 1 o'clock 
at night and she had to wake up at 6 a.m. She went to 
classes tired and worn out feeling like a limp rag. 

“If only the children had waited'and come a littleTater. “ 
Carol said to herself, “ then I would have been able to enjoy 
them so much more. As it is, demography, philosophy and 
Shakespeare are classes that I do not devote enough time 
to. My studying has turned into a concept of wishful 
thinking ana self-deception, ” she conEdea ro a friend. 
“Passing these courses will become a feat. ’’ 

“That may be so, ” her friend replied, “but tell me. how 
does it feel to be a grandmother ?” 

She admitted that indeed, it was rhe greatest feeling in 
the world. “The children are like little dolls and I adore 
having them around me. One of the best things about being 
a grandmother is when the kids cry, I can just hand them 
over to their mother and go on with whatever I was doing. 
That is a luxury I never enjoyed when my own children 
were small. ” 

The long hot summer, crammed with classes, exams all 
too close together, kids and grandkids. What an experience 
for Carol to undergo. Sleepless nights , bags under her eyes, 
but she wouldn't trade this visit for all the gold in the world. 

The hardest thing about receiving cherished company 
was saying “good-by.” Could she accomplish this with 
parental ease ? Wouid she be able to disguise the agony 
brewing in her heart like a cosmic storm and smile through 
all the tears and act mature and full of patient wisdom? 
Undoubtedly not. Her summer classes were almost at an 
end , but so too was her children's visit. And now presently, 
she must feign her husband's courage and pretend that life 
must go on, but does it? When loved ones travel and 
painful absence results, something in the heart wilts like a 
ntie flower and life becomes a bit dimmer and not as 
right anymore. The sun is still there to shine, bui not quire 
as radiant as before. Birds still sing in the trees but there 
song isn’t as cheerful. Photographs of the endeared 
departed would be lovingly caressed in anticipation that the 
occupant of the land of dreams would one day return again 
and love , life and laughter Ell the empty house. 
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By Kenneth L. Whiting 

The Associated Press 
SINGAPORE — The annual 
campaign to make Singa- 
pore's three million people 
more polite ended last Satur- 
day and was immediately fol- 
lowed by another drive to get 
them to be punctual. 

An estimated 200,000 peo- 
ple invited to wedding ban- 
quets, National Day celebra- 
tions' and festivities involving 
the year's seventh full moon 
will be urged to be on time. 

Tardiness is not yet a cri- 
minal offense in this island 
republic and the National 
Punctuality Working Com- 
mittee can only prod for 
timeliness. 

“Being on time means 
being considerate. ” said com- 
mittee Chairman Toh Weng 
Cbeong. 

The campaign mascot is a 
cartoon rooster grinning at 
his wristwatch and giving a 
thumbs-up gesture. 

Previous driveS made little 
headway in changing a deeply 
ingrained habit that seems 
oddly out of place in this 
otherwise hyper-efficient 
dty-statc. 

Business and industry are 
not unduly troubled by late- 


Singapore 
drive opens in 
punctuality 


comers. School classes and 
sports events keep to the 
dock. Traffic jams are- not 
tolerated. The subway runs 
on time and most flights de- 
part from Cbangi Airport on 
schedule. 

Tardiness at banquets is 
usually attributed to Chinese 
tradition , a belief that older 
and more important guests 
were expected to make an 
entrance after the others. 

Arriving late is a snobbery 
sustained even by the hum- 
ble, who may be forgiven for 
assuming that others will be 
late, so there is little point in 
being on time , lamented the 
Chinese language newspaper 
Sin Chew Jit Pob in 1977, 
after it mounted an ineffec- 
tual campaign to eliminate 
such behaviour. 

The habit was reinforced 
over the years, even among 


non-Chinese as people be- 
came secure in the know- 
ledge that the meal would 
have to be served after most 
of the guests arrived — late. 

A booklet on local etiquet- 
te, subtitled “What not to do 
in Singapore and how not to 
do it,” sponsored by the 
American School warned: 

“If invited to a wedding 
dinner, it is not considered 
polite to arrive on time as this 
may be taken as a sign of 
greed. It is best to arrive 
about 20 to 30 minutes late. ” 

President Wee Kim Wee kicked 
off the campaign which in- 
cludes a punctuality jingle, 
prizes for those who arrive 
early at some functions and 
remin tiers on in vi ta tion 
cards. 

Meantime, officials will 
assess the results of the 15th 
annual courtesy campaign, a 


500,000 Singapore dollar 
($300,000) drive to persuade 
Singaporeans to mind their 
manners. 

Earlier courtesy campaigns 
used posters, Rims, ads in 
newspapers and magazines to 
portray considerate be- 
haviour. The publicity this 
year stressed discourtesy as 
examples to be avoided. 

Surveys have shown that 
setting aside July as courtesy 
month has made some prog- 
ress. 

“There are signs that we 
are slightly more courteous 
now , " said Foreign Minister 
Wong Kan Seng, but be ack- 
nowledged that much re- 
mains to be done. 

Few places use elaborate 
public campaigns as relen- 
tlessly to change behaviour 
and raise civic consciousness. 
They have been a way of life 
in Singapore for more than 30 
years. 

Some, like the courtesy 
drive, are hardy perennials, 

dealing with basic habits and 
culture. October was first de- 
clared “spea* Mandarin 
month” in 1978, an effort to 
wipe out regional Chinese 
dialects in favour of the offi- 
cial tongue. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Aug. 5 

8-250 Too Close For Comfort 
Mr. Big 

9:10 Quantum Leap 

Freedom 

The star in this episode is 
George Washaky, an Amer- 
ican Indian , who tries to save 
his old grandfather from the 
old people's home and take 
him to bis tribal camp and let 
him live there. 

KkOO News In Engteh 

10-220 Movie Of The Week — 
Suspect 

Starring: Dennis Quaid, John 
Mahoney 

Friday, Aug. 6 

8:30 Head Of The Class 

Dennis writes an article for 
the school paper and distorts 
what Mr. Moore told him and 
both get into trouble. 

9:10 Reasonable Doubts 

Graduation Day 

Tessa stands up in court to 
prove that the rich Mr. Baker 
is guilty. 

JOWO News In English 
l(k20 Echoes 


The story of young Claire 
O'Brien who won a scho- 
larship to study at the Uni- 
versity of Dublin. 

Saturday, Aug. 7 

8-30 Wacky World 

A new programme which 
shows things that you can 
hardly believe. 

9:00 P er spective 

930 Varieties 

lOriM) News In fa gtwfc 

1030 Feature Film — Caroli- 
na Skeletons 

Starring: Loui Cassett, Bruce 
Dem, Melissa Chaxingon 

In 1934 a white man pays the 
sheriff of his county a big sum 
of money to protect his son 
from a murder he committed. 
The judge in return kills a 
14-year-old black boy. 

Sunday, Aug. 8 

830 Step By Step 

Dana works as a restaurant 
manager with her two other 
sisters as waitresses. 

9:10 The Trials Of Life 

10:00 News In English . 

1030 French Series — Le 
Gerfaut 


Monday, Aug. 9 

830 Golden Girls 

Dorothy derides to open her 
family album and shows her 
friends that she is so proud of 
her family’s history. 

9:10 Tbirtysomething 

Mr. Right 

While Melissa and Ellen fail 
in their bid to End friends 
through a dating agency , 
Melissa Ends a friend in her 
house painter. 

1030 News In English 

1030 Mystery Movie — Play 
Back 


Starring: Peter 
Oscar Werner 


Falk and 


Electronics and images are 
the tools in tonight’s murder 
story recorded on a video 
cassette. 


Tuesday, Aug. TO 

830 People Next Door 

A new comedy series. The 
laughs Row in this appealing 
animated/live-action sitcom 
about an off-centre cartoon- 
ist, Walter Kellogg, a widow- 
er with two children. After a 


whirl-wind romance he de- 
rides to get married. 

9:00 Faces And Places 

930 Wayne Dobson and new 
magic tricks with bis friend 
Bingo the rabbit 

10:00 News In En glish 

1030 James Cagney, Top Of 
The World 

The biography of Actor 
James Cagney who was horn 
in 1889 and became a celebri- 
ty and a great actor since he 
arrived at Hollywood in 1930. 

Wudaaesday, Aug. 11 ’ 

830 Night Court 

Walk Away Rene 

In this episode Paul the 
court's police officer falls in' 
love with Rene and spends aili 
his money on her. ; 

9:10 Special Programme 

930 A Kind Of Magic 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Mini-Series — Family 
Pictures 

Starring: Angelica Huston 
and Sam Neill 
The story of Nina, a deaf girl, 
who lived a very harsh life' 
with her husband, who di-' 
vorced her. 
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Protein P53 and its mysteries 


By Jean Cbabtier 

This natural protein, whose code 
name is PS3, blocks the prolifera- 
tion of cells. A failure in its func- 
tion is responsible for SO per cent 
of cancers. It is being intensively 
studied py cancerologists involved 
in fundamental research and gives 


great Jm^ss for both early diagno- 


sis and for therapy. 


but if mutation or alteration 
occur for various reasons 
( radiation . carcinogenic sub- 
stances, etc.) they favour 
transformation into cancer. 

In 2986, a Canadian top- 
pled the theory. P53 well and 
truly appeared in ex- 
perimental cancer in the 
mouse, but, rather than in- 
creasing, it gradually dis- 
appeared nith the develop- 
ment of the tumour. This led 


PARIS — In 1979, P. May , 
(from the cancer research 
unit at the French National 
Scientific Research Centre 
(CNRS)) was working on 
means of “ immortalising ” 
cell cultures. This couid be 
a virus. 


achieved by placing 
SV 40, in the presence of 
normal cells. The prolifera- 


tion of the infected cells then 
became unlimited. On 
observing these cell cultures, 
P. May and bis team noted 
the presence of an unknown 
molecule, which they reg- 
istered under the name of P. 
for protein , and 53, which is 
its molecular weight. It was 
to prove terrifically impor- 
tant. 


Indeed, it is a characteristic 
of malignant proliferation to 
engender * 1 ‘immortal ” genetic 
stock and several teams 
worked on revealing the pre- 
sence of P53 in tumours. 
They were successful in this 
research and, in 19S3, it was 
thought that the gene con- 
taining the instructions for 
producing P53 was a cancer 
gene or “oncogene”. 

Since their discovery in 
1981 , these oncogenes have 
been a vast and fascinating 
subject. In a norma/ state. 
they are involved in dif- 
ferentiating cell stock ( one is 
used for producing red blood 
corpuscles, another for bone, 
another for a hormone, etc.); 


to the following conclusions. 
Normally, P53 behaves as an 


” anti-oncogene It becomes 
an oncogene if there is muta- 
tion and then gives up the 
fight when it can no longer 
cope with the strength of 'the 
malignant process. It is thus 
able to have two radically 
opposed rdles, unlike the 
three other known anti- 
oncogenes. 


chical proliferation. This con- 
jures up the dream of gene 
therapy, but, unfortunately, 
in the present state of re- 
search, it only works in vitro. 

Another interesting fact is 
that the P53 gene can be 
suppressed in the - mouse 
and* when it reproduces , the 
baby mice appear to be nor- 
mal but they all develop 
rumours and none of them 
lives longer than a few 
months.' 

A recent international con- 
ference brought together 
more than 200 participants to 
assess the situation concem- 


tion. Various experiments 
have demonstrated ti 


ing this very curious molecule 
vnic~ 


The 


tbt 


keeper of 
genome 

Proof accumulated with 
Vogelstein s demonstration 
as the culminating point , in 
1990. He showed that insert- 
ing P53 into cancer cells 
(from which P53 had dis- 
appeared) blocked the ana r- 


which does not belong to any 
known group of proteins and 
whose structure has not yet 
been elucidated even if the 
amino acids making it up, are 
known. In addition to the 
known facts, that is to say its 
an ti-prclifera tion rdle and 
the part it plays in cell dif- 
ferentiation, several hypoth- 
eses have been studied: 

— For the British scientist, 
D. Lane, P53 is the V keeper 
of the genome”, a kind of 
policeman regulating the 
mechanism of cell reproduc- 


that, in 

the case of attack, the level of 
P53 rapidly increases , fixes 
onto a precise region of the 
DNA and thus blocks the cell 
cycle , preventing the replica- 
tion or the DNA and thus the 
transmission of the “error" fo 
the daughter-cells. After a 
few hours, the level of P53 
fails and the normal cycle 
takes over again. 

— For Ozturk , from ' 
Lyons, this function of being 
a “keeper” is close to that of 
the control of ageing. As the 
cells grow older, they 
accumulate more and more 
errors in the form of DNA 
lesions. P53 intervenes by 
blocking the division of these 
cells. 

— Researchers at the Ld on 
Bdrard Centre , in Lyons, 
consider that, at last, they 
have a molecule able to de- 
tect food and substances 
which really are carcinogenic, 
(by measuring the amount of 
P53 in normal cell cultures 
made to undergo the effects 
of products such as tobacco, 
‘aO a toxin and radiation), or, 
on the contrary, to measure 



Protein P53 is a curious 
scientists 


molecule, the importance of which puzzles 


its therapeutic action. It 
could also be a means of early 
and polyvalent diagnosis. 

A lot of work still remains 
to be done to explore this 
i/e 


mysterious molecule and , as 


everyone knows, even in an 
area of research which fascin- 
ates the scientific community, 
it is highly risky to fix precise 
dates. However, it has to be 
said that, at present , P53 is 


formally to blame in 25 per 
cent of breast cancer , 75 per 
cent of co/o-recta/ cancer ana 
in 100 per cent of small-cell 
lung cancer — L' Actualite 
En France. 
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A good night’s sleep is just a dream for millions worldwide 


By Cynthia Johnson 

Reuter 


LONDON — A good night's 
sleep is an impossible dream 
for millions of people worl- 
dwide. 

Despite the throngs of we- 
ary sufferers, the economic 
and health costs of sleep dis- 
orders are not fully recog- 
nised and most go undi- 
agnosed and untreated, 
medical specialists say. 

“Many people don ’t realise 
that sleep disorders have a 
serious impact on themselves 
and others . " said Colin Sha- 
piro. a professor of psychiat- 
ry at the University of 
Toronto. 

“You have a lot of people 
who are unfit to drive due to 
excessive sleepiness . for ex- 
ample. resulting in road acci- 
dents. ” 

Prof. Shapiro is editor of 
The ABC Of Sleep Dis- 


orders, a British medical 
journal publications book 
due out later this year. He 
and other specialists say doc- 
tors’ lack of knowledge about 
sleep problems is often as 
much a handicap to their 
resolution as that of the suf- 
ferer. 

“ Medical education in 
sleep disorders is minimal, 
even in North America where 
there has been much more 
interest in them in the last 10 
to 15 years.” said Gregory 
Stores , reader in clinical 
psychiatry and sleep disorder 
researcher at England’s Ox- 
ford University. 

“ There is clear evidence 
that this interest is confined 
to a limited number of cen- 
tres and medical and other 
professional education , such 
as nursing or psychology, has 
lagged far behind. 

“An attempt is currently 
being made to correct that 


but there is a long way to go. 
That's very strange in view of 
the fact that sleep disorders 
are so common throughout 
the population and also ex- 
tremely troublesome.” 

Sleeping disorders cover a 
wide range of ailments from 
the more common — like 
snoring and insomnia — to 
sleep terrors, sleepwalking 
ana sudden infant death syn- 
drome. 

Researchers point out that 
even the relatively rare sleep 
disorders such as narcolepsy 
— a condition marked by 
sudden attacks of sleep — are 
more common than multiple 
sclerosis or Parkinson's dis- 
ease. Yet the public generally 
knows more about the effects 
of those illnesses. 

A report by the U.S. 
National Commission on 
Sleep Disorders Research, 
Wake Up America , said it 
was time to recognise the 


staggering impactof sleep dis- 
turbances on the health and 
welfare of society, an impact 
that rivalled smoking. 

In recognition of such con- 
cerns President Bill Clinton 
signed into law a bill creating 
a sleep institute in the United 
States. 

The economic effects of 
sleep-related problems are 
difficult to quantify but are 
generally agreed to be sub- 
stantial. 

One study placed the 
annual cost in the United 
States alone at $16 biUion. 
This included such things as 
loss of productivity, time off 
work and the institutional 
care of the elderly who were 
unable to remain at home 
because of sleep-related, dis- 
ruptive ‘ behaviour. ' : 

me pospnal costs can be 
equally devastating.' 

Several studies nave found 
that insomnia — which 


affects between a quarter and 
a third of the population at 
some point each year and 
between 10-12 per cent of 
people chronically — is as 
powerful a predictor of early 
death as obesity. 

Severe snoring — notably 
obstructive sleep apnoea, 
which involves repeated 
blockage of the upper airway 
— also carries a higher risk 
of death, especially from car- 
diovascular disease. 

Other effects of sleep-re- 
Jated health problems range 
from reduced daytime per- 
formance, to damaged social 
relationships, psychiatric ill- 
ness and wad and work acci- 


dents. 

In some cases the reasons 
for these effects are not fully 
understood, largely because 
the role of sleep is not clearly 
understood either. 

“No one knows for certain 
why insomnia, for example, 
is linked to early death, ” 
Prof. Shapiw said. “ One ex- 
planation stems from the 
theory that sleep is a restora- 
tive time for the body. If that 
is the case, then a person who 
isn ’ t getting the proper level 
of restoration may well have 
a shorter lifespan or suffer 
psychiatric illnesses. It’s a 
chronic and cumulative 
thing.” 


Medical professionals 
agree that great strides have 
teen made in the treatments 
available for all sleep dis- 
orders. although many are 
still not offered to patients. 

Li the case of insomnia, for 
example, doctors are often 
still too quick to prescribe 
sleeping pills , again due to 
insufficient trauung in sleep 
medicine. 

“ Prescribing sleeping pills 
is often ineffective and in fact 
may make a bad situation 
worse, so it's a pity that all 
the other possible treatments 
are not better known, '* said 
Mr. Stores. 

Depending on the cause of 


insomnia , other options in- 
clude psychological or drug 
treatment for depression -or 
anxiety, changes tn the sleep- 
ing environment or routines 
before bed. 

“There is a whole list o\ 
things that may be extremely 
relevant in the individual 
case.” Mr. Stores said. 

Mr. Stores and others re- 
commend that if someone 
believes their doctor is hot 
dealing satisfactorily with 
their sleep problem they 
should ask for a referral tp a 
specialist or a sleep clinic. 
Lists of sleep clinics are often 
provided by local or national 
sleep associations. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


RAGS TO RICHES 
By Grace C. Pinkston 


ACROSS 
1 Paine address 

33 Chan of fulls 

66 Betray 

92 Mountain range 

5 Vacation place 

38 Truck 

67 "The Tempest" 

93 Hoi dog 

9 Mud oauMrs 

drhrar/saiger 

fl* 1 

gam isn 

14 Oxen pair 

41 Lend — (Mien) 

70 Death ' 

85 Pub drinks 

IB Western school 

42 Legal actions 

(Grieg) 

96 HVxJu garment 

letters 

43 Comic Johnson 

71 Extinct mammal 

98 CoUtang's 

19 Organ stop 

44 Stamping 

75 Use room service 

Purpose 

20 .while the 

grounds?- abbr. 

76 Tenam 

100 Health resorts 

iron — ” 

47 Ancient deity 

(armer/poet 

101 Heart-breaking 

21 Ladd movie 

48 Metric measure 

79 ZiegtekJ 
B0 "Excavating 
tor — " 

105 Stockbroker/ 

22 Schoolteacher/ 

49 "This — 

pointer 

staioawoman 

rs cores no" 

50 "Of — &ng” 

107 Barber/smger 

24 Coraotmaker/ 

81 Globe 

1T0 Nobel chemist 

pMosopher- 

52 JWIsn o< TV 

82 Actor Ron 

ill Put — to 

author 

53 Waller /actor 

63 Castoff 

(conclude) 

26 Meager 

58 Noblemen 

84 Sunburn 

n2 — da capo 

27 In another way 

59 Mitigated, as 

85 "Crucifixion’ 

113 T got — in 

28 Experienced 

justice 

palmer 

Kalamazoo’’ 

gwtt 

61 (n unison 

86 Florid* cnrua 

11* Helmsman’s 

29 Take — it 

82 Randolph Scott 

center 

concern 

comas 

Western 

68 Victor — Hugo 

115 — Japanese Wt 

31 — fire 

84 Ja> — 

B9 Haberdasher/ 

116 Gangplank 

32 Pays up. m poker 

85 Held sway 

politician 

117 Solitary 


DOWN 

1 Tobies 

2 ’’Reni— 11 
(Reynolds film) 

3 Access Nazi move 

4 Lava poem 

5 — cropper (tail) 

6 Lincoln 

7 Miss Piggy’s 
word 

8 Form or fume 
starter 

9 Spectator 

to "As — among 
wolves'’ 
(Herodotus) 
tl Demonstrate 

12 SmaB dog, tor 

sheet 

13 ERA. e.g. 

14 Shack 

15 Actress Jams 

16 Boteyn and Meara 

17 Depend on 


21 Pan cA a book 
23 Rayed flower 
25 Low. marshy ares 
27 Cower s 
access 

30 "Open — ’ 

31 CVmtXng plants 

33 Moroccan diy 

34 Vacuous 

33 Steefwwker/ 
singer-actor 

37 Beguiled 

38 Gave abundantly 

39 Game 

40 Stops moving 

44 Modat/pottician 

45 Riches 

48 River near Pans 

50 Convictions 

51 "Little Iodine" 

creator 

53 — fl-Arc 

54 Desiccated 


55 Raison d’etre 

56 Luther or 
Pel p 

57 Invitee 

60 Crystal dear 

63 Org 

55 Synagogue 
officials 

67 Tyiannosaiir’s 
diet 

68 Dancer ” 
(Nureyev fltm) 

flBBeOowtng 

71 Khomeini, eg.: 
var. 

72 Indo-Europeans 

73 North 

74 Memoranda 

77 Concorde stop 

78 Two-by- fours 

83 Unbalanced 

85 Yugoslav river 

88 Epcot cay 


87 Senate 

88 m haste " 

69 'll doesn't 

amount to a — 
beans" (Marsh) 

90 Take sides 

91 Short goll 
putts 

S3 Terminate 
94 — couture 

97 Set — lor (ay to 
catch) 

98 Rlggmg how™ 

99 Leguminous plant 
100 Takes to court 

102 Kind of dancing 

103 old cowhand" 

104 Unlcarc 


■ 

1 

a 

■ 

41 

■ 

■ 


J 

■ 


■ 

■1 

■ 

■ 

■ 



Last Week's Cryptogram, 


l- Aging bmnp-and-griad stripper mast manage to go oat and grip and bear 


it. 


108 New homonym 

107 Links figure 

108 Memorable time 

109 Periphery 


2. Baseball player planned switch to cricket, had tryout, was unable to 
make the team. 

3. Look not behind hot fondly to the future, as you may. or you'll 
stock in yesterday. 

4. Fancy French pastry appears prettier than it tastes. 


Diagramless IS x 19. By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 

1 Farm Implements 
5 Zodiac sign 
8 Consumes 

10 Go-between 

11 Wireless sets 

13 Tno 

14 Scot 

. 18 Some used ears 

19 Sheer fabric 

20 Poker term 

21 Rebguws image 

22 Former actor 
Peter 


24 Fountain or Rosa 

25 Milk producer 

26 Flightless birds 

27 Dewn 

29 Denson or Kappel 

30 Abrasive powders 
32 Dreary 

34 Obtain from a 
source 

35 Momentary 
stirring of air 

39 Tell 
41 Lacfong 


43 Erase 
45 Colored 
47 Pointer and 
setter 

49 Certain lamp 
device 

50 Viper 

53 Doze 

54 Stranger 

56 Bdum top 

57 Extra 
59 Ladles 

61 Opera heroine 


62 Linda Lavtn TV 
show 

84 Rshteg gadgets 

65 Dovetail pan 

66 Certam railroad 
worker 

Be Hot cheese dish 

69 Preoccupy the 
mind excessively 

70 Mountain chain 

71 Flank 

72 Metric unit 

73 Rocky crags 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. H D Q-A AJL HYTLJB DQE QE TBJE A J J N KN_ 
HCAAJL YKAB CEXJL CEXCJ BUBBCLJ. 

— By Earl Ireland 

2. FIRMLYMFI FEHYAQURC YQAAQUF NRC 

FEB INCQEWN INR NQECF. YCQP PRAAQU 
CXPR IQ YAMPXDV EHL — By Rita Snhmto 

3. NIXSOX NBXSOX N1XSV NAX8 NXBSO VI X 
NXOVY NAVY J 1 1 H Y NX1S JOBCHANCE 
ECSJOX. 


DOWN 

1 Dynamic 

2 Merle of movies 

3 Fistveating birds 

4 FID to the brim 

5 New kid on the 
block? 

8 US emblem 
7 Stuck 

fl Sesame plant 

9 Fly high 

11 Streamlets 

12 Cookie 

14 Hawaiian denoe 


—By Ed Hoddkaon 

4. MI FIHSTO IX KUSHEKAD TEF8 IRBT MSUO 
IX KUKHEKAD? —By Eugene T. Msleeka 


15 Eat carefully 

16 Italian cathedral 


17 Hollow stem 
IB Used a Kiichan 
gadget 

19 Goff mounds 

22 Came down like 
rein 

23 Certain Slav 
26 Foe 

28 Chalcedony 
31 Stir up 


33 Scarabs 

38 01 birds 

37 Heavy weights 

39 Corrupt 

politicians 

40 Jacket 

42 wn rtMooted 
rodent 
44 Mild oath 
46 Sewer 
49 Let fcqimr- 
escape 

49 Evergreens 


50 Eastern nurse 

51 Anas 
52Bfuenose 

54 After Fr. 

55 Ogle 

58 Resound 

60 Throb 

61 One who fixes 
63 Wanes 

65 Una Ranger's 
Sidekick 

67 " — was saying'' 

68 Speedy 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 





L id 3? 





expe rts wake up to 
health impact of snoring 




By Cynthia Johnson 
Reuter 


LONDON — Car accidents . 
heart attacks and suicide are 
some of the more extreme 
consequences of a severe and 
often undiagnosed form of 
snoring. 

Obstructive sleep Apnoea 
is snoring with a difference, 
one which can seriously im- 
pair a sufferer's quality of life 
and lead to death. 

Often it is the partner of 
the Apnoea sufferer — 
driven to distraction by unre- 
lenting nightlong snoring and 
the snorer's chronic fatigue 
— who prods him or her to 
seek medical help. 

“When I first went to a 
doctor my wife was told to 
find a new husband if she 
wanted to avoid the prob- 
lem,” said Rex Sills, an 
Apnoea sufferer who works 
on the helpline of the British 
Snoring and Sleep Apnoea 
Association. 

“Other partners have been 
told to move into a different 
house. Fortunately these atti- 
tudes are changing as doctors 


become more knowledgeable 
about Apnoea.” 

Sleep Apnoea is marked by 
intermittent partial or com- 


plete constriction of the up- 
ofthe 


per airway at the back 
neck as it is sucked closed 
when the sufferer breathes 
during sleep. 

The blockages — which 
can last more than a minute 
— continue until the sufferei 
is roused , often gasping and 
snorting, by the struggle to 
breathe against the blockage. 

The arousals are usually so 
brief the individual is una- 
ware of them. But as they 
may occur hundreds of times 
each night, researchers be- 
lieve they account for the 
daytime sleepiness and im- 
paired daytime performance 
produced by the illness. -■ 

Tbe condition — which 
Apnoea helpline workers say 
sometimes prompts sufferers 
to threaten suicide — is often 
equally distressing to part- 
ners. This is true Both during 
the day. b ecau se of tbe snor- 
er's chronic fatigue and often 
related personality changes, 
and at night. 


“ Even before we learned it 
was Apnoea I knew there was 
something seriously wrong. It 
was like listening to someone 
intermittently drowning all 
night,” said Kate of her 
partner. 

” Tbe volume of the snor- 


ing was such there was no 


Mg -- -r 

place to go to escape it. 

i,. ... ■ 
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Researchers find 


hint of genetic link 
to schizophrenia 


' By Paul Raeburn 
The Associated Press 

BAR HARBOR, Maine — 
Two research groups say 
they have found evidence of 
inherited genetic defects that 
might cause schizophrenia. 

If a genetic link is found, it 
would be a medical land- 
mark, the first time that a 
psychiatric disorder has been 
conclusively traced to a gene- 
tic mutation. 

Tiptoeing around the 
errors of earlier such claims, 
they cautioned that they had 
not conclusively linked schi- 
zophrenia to inherited de- 
fects. 

“7 look forward to what the 
scientific community is going 
to do with it.” said Ann 
Pulver of Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, leader of one of the 


research teams. 

“It would be enormously 
valuable.” said Dr. Elliot 
Gershon, chief of clinical 
genetics at the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health in 
Bethesda. Md. 

Dr. Pulver and her col- 
leagues have found evidence 
of a potential link between 
schizophrenia and a gene on 
Chromosome 22. one of the 
23 chromosome pairs that 
cany human genes. 

'The research was discussed 
by Stylianos Antonarakis of 
Hopliins, one other collabor- 
ators. at a meeting ' of 
geneticists at the Jackson 
Laboratory in Bar Harbor. 

Dr. Antonarakis said the 
Chromosome 22 defect may 
be responsible for 20 per cent 
to 30 per cent of all cases of 
schizophrenia. 


Sometimes he would vomit in 
bed — which I now know was 
also a result of the air block- 
ages. I couldn 7 sleep and was 
constantly anxious about 
whati ’ this was doing to him. ” 

The daytime sleepiness of 
Apnoea sufferers may be 
seriouus enough to make it 
impossible for them to work 
or even carry on a conversa- 
tion. Other symptoms are 
personality changes, reduced 
libido and nocturnal choking. 

Studies have shown that 
severe obstructive sleep 
Apnoea sufferers are be- 
tween two and seven times 
more likely to be involved in 
car accidents than the general 
population. 

The condition has also 
been linked to a greater risk 
of high blood pressure. .Angi- 
na. stroke and heart attack 

Obesity is believed to be an 
important factor, because fat 


in the neck squashes tbe up- 

\fso 


per airway, but Apnoea a.^ 
occurs in thin people and 
children. 

Estimates of prevalence 
vary widely but studies sug- 
gest tbe condition, which is 
found more frequently in 
nien, is much more common 
than previously believed. — 

, Most people discovering 
that they may have the dis- 
ease are unaware it exists or 
can be treated,” said Sills 
‘‘They just assume their life 
will always be like this, with 
constant drowsiness and feel- 
ing remote from people.” 

Treatment musr start wirh 
a trip, to a sleep clinic for 

Dt/Pmirt-hf mAA.'i r a* 


r m 4 -UfUC rC 

overnight monitoring of sleep 
.patterns and arousals. If 


sleep . Apnoea is diagnosed 
tbe first advice may include 
losing weight, decreased 
alcohol consumption — par^ 
cularly before bed — atiP 
stopping smoking. Surgery is 
an option in some cases. 

Increasingly Continuous 
Positive Airway Pressure 
(CPAP) is the standard re- 
medy. It consists of nightly- 
use of a nasal mask fitted to a 
machine that forces oxygen 
through upper airways - thus 
preventing airway -obstruc- 
tion. 

The results can be remark- 
able. 

CPAP can produce a 
“dramatic improvement in a 
wide variety of symptoms . ” 
says Colin Shapiro . professor"- 
of psychiatry at the Universi- 
ty or Toronto. 4ft 

“ft’s not only tbe sleepi- 
ness that improves. I’ve had 
patients who’ve had impo- 
tence as part of their sleep 
Apnoea and seen improve- 
ment with CPAP. There are 
also people who appear to 
present with dementia, which 
disappears said Prof. Sha- 
piro, editor of The ABC of 
Sleep Disorders, a book due 
out this year. 

Mr* Sills notes that suffer- 
ers must often begin CPAP 
treatment before they can 
take other action, such as 
losing weight. 

t , P n f . wust bear in mind " 

l,?* * Very dif6cuJt 

inff sufferers- to 

lose weight because they > 

h *yf * lowered metabolic \ 
rate, which makes it even 

T£ re it\ mc v l to shm «**- 
s a sh ppery slope ” he 
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BQs Majesty 
Al Abbadi (Peers 


Wednesday presents Al Hussein 1 Medal to Amman Mayor Mahmoud 


King confers medal on Amman mayor, 
stresses need to preserve cultural image 
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AMMAN (Petra) — ■ His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday re- 
ceived at the Royal Conn Am- 
man Mayor Mamdouh Al Abbadi 
and conferred upon him Al Hus- 
sein I Medal, which is usually 
granted to mayors of Amman. 

King Hussein congratulated 
Dr. Abbadi for being appointed 
Amman mayor and asked him to 
convey his greetings to Greater 
Amman Municipality (GAM) 
staff. 

The King stressed the need to 
preserve the cultural image of 
Amman and called for preparing 
plans to develop various services 
in all parts of the capital. 

He also stressed the need to 
keep GAM's doors open far 
citizens to solve their problems 


without any bureaucracies. 

"It is of great importance for 
the capital to have museums, 
theatre houses, cultural and intel- 
lectual seasons and everything 
that has to do with serving the 
human beings which are our 
dearest wealth,*' King Hussein 
said at meeting. 

Dr. Abbadi, who was 
appointed mayor July 17, ex- 
pressed pride in the Royal confi- 
dence invested in him and 
affirmed that he and his col- 
leagues at GAM will not spare 
any effort to rise up to the level of 
King Hussein's confidence io 
them. 

The municipality, he said, was 
about to embark on procedures 


to review the municipality's prog- 
rammes and plans with the objec- 
tives of improving its perform- 
ance. 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Khaled AJ 
K&raki. 

The tradition of granting Am- 
man mayor with toe medal was 
initiated by the late King Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein, the grand- 
father of King Hussein, during his 
reign. 

Dr. Abbadi, who has served as 
health minister and president of 
the Jordan Medical Association, 
succeeded Mohammad Bashir, 
who resigned in preparation for 
the upcoming parliamentary elec- 
tions. 


U.S. Senate panel ties conditions 
to 1994 assistance to Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a move that 
could complicate the dispensa- 
tion of U.S. aid to Jordan, a 
U.S. Senate sub-committee 
has conditioned 1994 alloca- 
tions, but the move has to dear 
several hurdles before it be- 
comes effective, informed 
sources said Wednesday. 

The conditions, related to 
sanctions against Iraq, came in 
the form of an amendment to a 
bill proposed by the Gimon 
administration allocating $19 
million in aid to Jordan for 
fecal year 1994 — $10 million 
in economic aid and $9 million 
in miliuuy aid. 

The bill now has an attach- 
ment that stipulates that all 
American aid to Jordan will be 
subject to the Kingdom’s 
adherence to the international 
sanctions against Iraq. No such 
restrictions exist on a similar 
hill approved by the House of 
Representatives. 

Under the pro visions of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Sub- 
committee version of the bill, 
the State Department is not 
only asked to submit six- 
monthly reports to Congress 
certifying that Jordan is enforc- 
ing the sanctions, but also to 
detail the Kingdom's efforts to 
block goods entering Iraq and 
the nature of smuggling efforts 
blocked by Jordanian author- 
ities, including the names of 
those detained for violations. 

“If the secretary of state 
determines that Jordan not 
substantially complied with the 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions with reject to Iraq, the 


president shall withhold all 
assistance for Jordan until Jor- 
dan is in compliance with such 
resolutions," says the prop- 
osed attachment. 

The authorisation bill and 
the attachment new go before 
the foil Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee and then the 
full Senate before being signed 
by the president into law. 

“A lot could happen by now 
and the final stage," said an 
informed Jordanian source. 
"The administration could 
work to remove the teeth from 
the amendment by diluting it." 

“Both the Senate trill and 
the House of Representatives 
bill have to be identical in their 
final forms," said the source. 
“It is very possible that the 
Senate will yield to the House 
on thfc issue." 

The U.S. embassy in Am- 
man said it had no comment. 

According to another 
source, the amendement was 
included after the legislative 
affairs section of the State De- 
partment recommended it. It 
was formally proposed by Re- 
publican Senator Hank Brown 
of Colorado, who serves in the 
Senate sub-committee. 

"The attachment of condi- 
tions cannot be described as a 
sign of hostility towards Jor- 
dan,” said the source. “There 
are some new faces in the 
legislative department, and it 
cannot be said that they know 
much about the Middle East in 
general,” added the source. 

The Jordanian source agreed 
that "hostility towards" Jordan 
was no longer a visible issue in 
the U.S. Congress, particularly 


after the reccm visit of His 
Majesty the King, but the 
source refused to confirm or 
deny whether the attachment 
was the result of ignorance of 
Middle Eastern issues. 

“That is an internal Amer- 
ican affair, and I do not have 
any comment on it," said the 
source. 

In a July 22 letter to Senator 
Patrick Leahy (Democrat, 
Vermont), chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Foreign Opera- 
tions, Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher defended Jor- 
dan’s record of enforcing the 
sanctions against Iraq. 

"We have no evidence of 
any illicit shipments of items 
with significant military ap- 
plications.” Mr. Christopher 
said in the letter. 

The secretary of state also 
said that Jordanian officials re- 
cently told the administration 
that any violations of the sanc- 
tions would not be tolerated by 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. Christopher also indi- 
cated that the State Depart- 
ment takes "these assurances 
seriously." 

He warned that any failure 
to release aid for Jordan pre- 
viously frozen by Congress (for 
fiscal year 1992} would send 
the wrong signals and would 
not serve American interests. 

The letter came in the con- 
text of Clinton administration 
moves to release upto S50 mil- 
lion in aid to Jordan before 
September. The release of up 
to $30 million is awaiting the 
expiry of a formal notification 
period. 
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Christopher 

(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Assad’s spokesman said 
the president and Mr. Christ- 
opher were trying to push Arab- 
Israeli negotiations "towards the 
stated goal of achieving just and 
comprehensive peace." 

On its way into Zahle Mr. 
Christopher's convoy passed a 
large roadside portrait on the 
town outskirts of the late Ayatol- 
lah RuhoUah Khomeini, leader of 
Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution. 

At the Lebanese border with 
Syria, Mr. Christopher and bis 
team switched to armoured vetyjK 
des with sirens bluing including 
two trucks with SO cali&re 
machineguns mounted on their 
roofs. 

Lebanese army sharpshooters 
were posted on all rooftops sur- 
rounding the meeting site. 

Government sources said 
Lebanese leaders planned to ask 
Mr. Christopher to exert U.S. 
sure on Israel (o honour the 


The leaders also will seek U.S. 
support for Lebanon's decision to 
deploy its army with U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in South 
Lebanon in a bid to head off 
another Israeli onslaught. 

During the three-hour talks, 
state-run Damascus Radio broad- 
cast a commentary, saying, "the 
United States is requested to tell 
brae! frankly that its policies 
contradict peace and will only 
lead to further destruction and 
instability.” 

Syria won praise from the Un- 
ited States and Israel after reports 
that Damascus had persuaded 
Iran to urge its pro-Iranian guer- 
rillas in South Lebanon to stop 
[ring rockets into northern 
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On his arrival in Israel Tues- 
day, Mr. Christopher said he 
expected "no breakthroughs, no 
dramatic developments” but 
hoped to establish a steady pro- 
cess toward peace in the region. 
The peace negotiations, started in 
Madrid in October 1991, stalled 
after the 10th round in Washing- 
ton in June. 

In Israel, Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Tuesday: “We 
on our part are ready to make 
compromises, take calculated 
risks to advance the course of 
peace.” 

Damascus Radio commented, 
“Christopher’s mission should 
capitalise on Israel’s accepting 
the basis of a just and compre- 
hensive settlement in the Middle 
East, first and foremost of which 
^is Israel’s withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab lands and recogni- 
tion of the rights of the Palestine 
people.” 

Israel has suggested giving 
Palestinians self-rule in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip and more author- 
ity to run their own affairs in 
specific fields for residents of the 
West Bank. 

Palestinians have balked at an 
interim settlement of self-rule in 
the occupied territories, before 
obtaining assurances they could 
achieve independent statehood at 
a later stage. 

Negotiations got bogged down 
in a dispute over Palestinian de- 
mands for immediate discussions 
over die future of Jerusalem. 
Israel prefers to leave negotia- 
tions over the city it considers its 
"■capital” nntil later. Palestinians 
want the eastern half of the city as 
epical of their own state. 


Election 

(Continued from page I) 

sour among them, is based on 
the belief that they should be 
influential in Parliament in 
order to succeed in making 
reforms through democratic 
means. 

Dr. Farhan said his group 
has not decided on any option 
yet. But a Brotherhood deputy 
said that it was more likely the 
Islamic movement would par- 
ticipate in the next elections if 
the expected changes in the 
law would not effect them 
much. 

"According to our calcula- 
tions,' the one-person-one-vote 
formula which would maintain 
the current divirion of districts 
(20), would secure us 15 Parlia- 
ment seats out of the 17 dis- 
tricts, with the remaining three 
districts going to tribal repre- 
sentatives,” a Brotherhood de- 
puty said. 

The movement has been 
careful in pointing out that 
regardless of changes to the 
Election Law, they would still 
have significant weight in the 
next Parliament, but mainly 
through their alliances with 
other non -Islamic candidates 

Under the current bloc- 
voting system, voters have as 
many vores as the number of 
parliamentary seats assigned 
for their constituencies. Red- 
rawing the voting precincts, 
which do not ensure equal par- 
liamentary representation for 
equal number of voters, is be- 
lieved to be the most complex 
process that the government 
would have had to tackle had it 
decided to address it in the 
reported new legislation. 


Somalia’s boy soldiers idolise Rambo, Aideed 


By Serge Arnold 

Agence France Presse 

MOGADISHU — Gun-toting 
film idol Rambo and fugitive 
warlord General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed are the twin heroes 
of the Somali capital’s boy sol- 
diers, who dream of exacting 
revenge on the U.N. troops fight- 
ing to establish peace in the war- 
ravaged country. 

Children wearing headbands 
and chanting the slogans of 
General Aideed's supporters 


Ali and his friend Sadir Abdi 
Risa, aged 14, say they stole their 
AK-47 assault rifles from an arms 
dump belonging to forces loyal to 
ousted Somali President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre, during the civil 
war which reduced much of 
Mogadishu to rubble. 

Somalia, without a government 
since 1991, has been devastated 
by factional fighting that trig- 
gered a famine in which some 
350,000 people have died. 

The boy soldiers say they are 
ready to use their guns against 
“anyone who, like the Americans 


throng the streets when Gen, a « d the U.N. , attacks the Somali 

Aideed’s clan-basctf Somali; s ?P^?P* e v. . •• - i 

National Alliance (SNA) calls for 


demonstrations against the U.S.- 
led troops serving in the U.N. 
Operation in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM). 

The whites are "infidels'’ and 
the Americans and the United 
Nations want to “colonise and 
Christianise” Somalia, the chil- 
dren say. 

The U.N. special envoy to 
Somalia, retired U.S. Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, has a special 
nickname — “animal Howe.” 

Ali Farah Osman, aged 13, 
boasts that he “killed a Pakista- 
ni” June 5, when 24 Pakistani 
U.N. troops were shot dead by 
supporters of Gen. Aideed. 

The killings prompted retalia- 
tory raids by UNOSOM, which 
repeatedly hammered Aideed's 
strongholds in Mogadishu with 
air and ground forces, leaving 
scores of Somalis dead. 

The United Nations has put a 
price of $25,000 on the warlord’s 
bead. Gen. Aideed in turn 
offered 51 million for Admiral 
Howe's assassination, according 
to Time magazine. 


Motc than 18,000 U.N..troops 
from 26 countries are in Somalia. 

“Previously we thought the sol- 
diers had come to restore peace,” 
says Ali, “but now we know that 
they want to colonise our coun- 
try.” 

“We do not accept their wicked 
actions," he adds. 

The boy soldiers insist that the 
majority of children in southern 
Mogadishu, Gen. Aideed's tradi- 


tional fiefdom, share their views. 

Many of the gangs survive by 
stealing. Their rivalries mirror 
the clan warfare of their elders 
that has torn the country apart. 

Ali and Sadir frequently fight 
the children in a neighbouring 
district or rival dan for control of 
the “American dump” near the 
airport, where they steal food to 
be sold later at the Bakara mar- 
ket. 

“We have stones, catapults and 
knives,” says Sadir. "Our parents 
don’t know what we are up to. 
We bring them money and they 
don’t ask any questions.” 

... Said, aged 23, say? his younger 
brother Hassan, aged 12, “wants 
to become like Aideed,” and 
maintains that the majority of 
children in Mogadishu want to 
play the part of “Aideed’s little 
Rambos.” 

Said, who works as an interpre- 
ter for foreign journalists, says 
Hassan goes to Koranic school, 
after which he and his friends “do 
shooting practice." 


The children “copy their elders 
in everything,” Said says. 

Often the children ate seen 
smoking and chewing kat, a drug 
widely used by Somalis. 

Many of their elder brothers 
are today living off the proceeds 
of robberies carried out in the 
past with the aid of their AK-47s. 

"Their brothers stole vehicles, 
for example, which they hire out 
to foreigners now — even to the 
U.N. — while they themselves 
dream of stealing a UNOSOM 
land cruiser and making a for- 
tune," Said says. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait collects 11,000 weapons from civilians 

KUWAIT (R) — Surface -to- air -missiles, anti-aircraft guns and 
hand grenades were among the 11,000 weapons Kuwaiti security 
forces recovered from civilians in the past 12 months. Al Watari 
daily reported on Wednesday. Colonel Mohamad A) Hamad, 
acting commander of a special Interior Ministry arms-gathering 
force, was quoted as saying the recovered arms included about 22 
SAM-6 surface-to-air missiles, a number of anti-aircraft guns, 2,000 
Kalashnikov assault tines and more than 3.000 hand grenades. He 
said the weapons had been recovered since the force was formed 12 
months ago. He indicated some of the weapons had been seized in 
raids on arms caches while others had been given up by civilians 
voluntarily under a government amnesty. 

Djibouti refugees dying in Ethiopia 

NAIROBI (AFP) — At least 10 Djibouti Afar refugees in Ethiopia 
are dying each day because of lack of food, water and shelter, 
Ethiopian radio quoting relief workers in the country's Afar region 
said Wednesday. The refugees were living in “dreadful condi- 
tions,” the radio said. Ethiopia's relief and rehabilitation commis- 
sion has appealed for emergency aid for the 15.000 refugees who 
fled fighting between Djibouti government troops and Afar rebels 
who launched the insurrection 18 months ago. 

Algerian journalist killed in ambush 

ALGIERS (R) — Gunmen, in the second attack on a journalist is 
four days, killed an Algerian television reporter outside a relatives 
home on the outskirts of Algiers, one of his colleague said 
Wednesday. Rabah Zenati, 35, was shot dead in the Breaki subrub 
of the city Tuesday, the second journalist to be killed in months 
violence in Algeria blamed on Islamic fundamentalist militants. 
The official news agency APS, quoting television officials, said Mr’ 
Zenati, father of three, had worked with state television, the 
country's only channel, since 1981. 

Serbs take control of key mountain 

i 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bosnian Serb forces seized control 
Wednesday of the strategic Mount Igman overlooking Sarajevo, a 
senior U.N. peacekeeping officer arid the Bosnian Serb comman- 
der said here. The U.N. officer, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the Serbian forces seized a key road running along 
the crest of Mount Igman from Bosnian army defenders early 
Wednesday. He said' control of the road meant the Serbs 
“effectively control the mountain even if pockets of resistance 
remain.” The head of the Bosnian Serb Army, General Ratko 
Mladic, also told journalists at Sarajevo airport that his men had 
taken control of Mount Igman and nearby Mount Bjdasnica. (See 
related story on page 8) 

Russia denies planning accord with Iraq * 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The Russian Foreign Ministry Wednesday 
denied Iraqi reports indicating that the two countries were 
preparing an economic and trade cooperation agreement, Interfax 
news agenedy reported. The official Iraqi News Agency on 
Tuesday quoted a visiting Soviet trade official as saying it was’ time 
for Moscow and Iraq to sign an economic cooperation pact. The 
Russian delegation, headed by Oleg Davydov, a deputy trade 
minister, met Tuesday with Iraqi Commerce Minister Mohammad 
Mebdi Saleh and Deputy Industry Minister Adnan Abdul Majid. 
INA quoted Mr. Davydov as saying: “It is time to draw up a 
document on economic, commercial and technical cooperation 
between the two countries (to) give a legal foundation” to their 
economic relations. But Igor Melekhov, deputy head of the 
Russian Foreign Ministry's Middle East Department, said Wednesr 
day that the delegation had not held talks on such cooperation 
during their visit. 



WANTED FOR RENT 

The American Embassy is seeking one to four 
bedroom unfurnished apartments and houses for its 
staff. The size of each type of apartment is specified 
below in net square meters. 

The term net square meters means the sum of the 
square meters measured from wall to wall of the 
living room, dining room, bathrooms, bedrooms, 
kitchen and closets. Storage and utility rooms and 
stairs are excluded from the calculation. 


Number of bedrooms 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 


Net Square meters 

83 to 92 
119 to 132 
174 to 191 
202 to 224 


The most desirable apartments will have modern 
kitchens and bathrooms. 

The Embassy prefers apartments in the Abdoun, 
Sweifieh, Um Utheina. Al Rabieh, Um Summaq, or 
Jandaweel areas or in the areas from Fourth to Eight 
Circle but will consider other near-by areas. 
Offers must include the price asked; the number of 
bedrooms in the apartment, the net square meters, 
the address of the apartment or house, and the 
name, address and telephone number of the owner. 
Floor plans are desirable but not required. 

The Embassy will deal only with owners. Offers 
should be sent to: 

General Serviced Officer 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman-Jordan 




EE 


Indoors 

Lunch 1.00 Tiii 3.30 P. M. 
Dinner 7.30 Till 11.30 P.M. 

1st Flour 

4 P. M. Till Midnight 
Cocktails & Snacks 

Outdoors 

Dinner 7.30 Till 11. 30 
French & Fish Market 


’o/wi'&i is located in abdoun, 
Amman’s most prestigious area near 
the orthodox club, vallet parking is 
available for your extra comfort . 


For Reservation 819564 
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The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


Announces accepting applications to enroll in the 
; undergraduate program of the British Licentiate of 

the Royal Schools of Music ( LRSM ) . 

Jhe program offer^ the following fields : 

* Composition 

* Music for the School Curriculum 

* Teaching ( instrumental or Voice ) 

* Performance 

* Conducting 

* Piano Accompaniment 

The program comprises tWo stages : 

- The first. stage requires at least one academic year 
and prepares for the Advanced Certificate which is 
a pre-requisite for entering the licentiate program . 

- The second stage lasts for at least two academic 
years and prepares for the LRSM . 

Admission Requirements 

* The General Secondary Certificate or its equivalent . 

* The grade 8 Practical Examination Certificate conferred 
by the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
(ABRSM). 

* Applicants who do not hold the Grade 8 Certificate 
must pass a performance audition before a jury and 
meet the set standards . 

* The program is taught by a faculty who enjoys high- 
quality education and long teaching experience in music. 

The LRSM is equivalent in standard to 
LRAM or ARCM conferred in the United Kingdom by the Royal 
Academy of Music and the Royal College of Music respectively 

and is entitled to receive equal recognition . Holders of the LRSM 
could enjoy pursuing higher education in music abroad . 

Deadline for filing applications: August 12, 1993 . 

Audition date; starting August 14, 1993 . 

Classes begin: September 4, 1993 . 


For further Information please call : 

The National Music Conservators' / Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Jabel Amman, Atiyat Building, Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
Tel. : 687620 - Fax, : 687621 
Amnjan - Jordan 
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iJigh world prices hit Dubai gold trade 

Pi « for gold has ffialS bthe ^ ^ ^ loosenin fi of currencies in time being, they said. 
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Central banks still eyeing old ERM limits 


inders said Wednesday bud- 

D S J _ w H L stow in Dubai, the 
wends fifth most important cen- 
tre for gold trade and one of the 
busiest markets for bullion and 
jewellery imports and reexports. 

Some estimated imports bad 
dropped between 10 and 15 per 
ant in the last two months, with 
buying demand down about 50 
per cent. Imports of gold bullion, 
mostly from Switzerland and Bri- 
tain, stood at about 40 tonnes 
“mpared to 47 tonnes in the same 
period last year. 

Lucrative reexports to the sub- 
continent were also down. 
“There is a lot of uncertainty 


^The reexport market is not 
doing veiy well either, but the 
slow business is only a temporary 
matter once the world prices sta- 
bilise,” be added. 

Another trader at a Dubai 
bank said the only demand they 
had was from speculators and 
investors who wanted to sell gold 
international at $410 an ounce. 

“These are people who bought 
when the price was at $380 and 
now want to sell. But we are not 
getting lots of buyers,” be said. 

‘The non-speculators want to 
wait and see bow the trend will 
be, whether prices will go up or 
down,” he added. 


Europe expect a continuing bull according to World Gold Council 
market in coming weeks. figures. 

Investor buying drove gold up “ y ^ e S r T th rate “ 

to $409 an tJunle, brining S *“ £ t *“ n “ 

gains to 25 per cent in §k fast “I* l v 8 $' dae ? >80od 

months Tt nn»n»w legislation, low labour and insur- 


months. It opened in London 
Wednesday at $402,. , 

The European dealers said in- 
vestment funds could see $420 to 
$440 as a target in the next few 
weeks but this would mean 
breaking through heavy market 
resistance up to $420. 

The bullion price might dip 
below $400 before moving higher 
but little appears capable of de- 
nting its relentless bull run for the 


ance costs and customs tax. 

The hardest hit in Dubai are 
jewellery shops, where owners 
say business is at its lowest. 

“We get people coming in and 
looking but not much business. 
We are still selling a ring here or a 
necklace there, but in general 
people want to wait,” one said; 

The dealers said demand for 
jewellery was down between 25 
and 30 per cent. 


Clinton goes public to 
buck up nervous 
Democrats on budget bill 


China pledges to smash 
currency black market 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
•• dent Clinton's television appeal 
to “meet our great responsibili- 
: - ties” set the tone for a furious 
-final push to embolden congres- 
sional Democrats who may be 
wavering on his economic plan. 

Mr. Clinton, heading to Capi- 
• . tol Hill Wednesday to personally 
. • ‘ lobby House Democrats, Tues- 
day night spoke little of the- 
months of deal-making and com- 
promising that produced a bill 
' cl aiming $496 billion in deficit 
. reduction. 


the nation, their targets were the 
handful of Democratic senators 
whose wavering has left the 'fate 
of the package uncertain. 

The original Senate version 
passed only after Vice President 
A1 Gore cast a vote to break a 
49-49 tie. 

Six Democrats — Richard 
Shelby of Alabama, Sam Nunn of 
Georgia, Dennis Decot* ‘m of 
Arizona, Richard Bryan of . Neva- 
da, Frank Lantenberg of 'few 
Jersey and Bennett Johnston of 


SHANGHAI (R) — China's eco- 
nomic supremo Zhu Rongji said 
Beijing is determined to defend 
the present value of the Chinese 
yuan against the U.S. dollar and 
he vowed to smash the currency 
black market, official newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

Mr. Zhu, who has mmfc CUT- 


some Chinese c nterp rises re- 
mains stable at ar< and 5.7 to the 
dollar. 

Mr. Zhu was - quoted as saying 
the present swap rate reflected a 
balance between supply and de- 
mand. However, Chinese eco- 
nomists say that heavy-handed 
intervention in the currency mar . 


rency stability a cornerstone of ket has created a false value. 


ig uncpo n. Louisiana — voted af paimrf the 

Instead, be told voters Con- . original Senate version of the 
less decision was simple. plan 

“Now toere are only two Last weekend, senator David 


[choices. Oar plan or no plan,” be 
said. 

“Our nation is in economic 
danger,” Mr. Clinton said in a 
. TV address to the nation. **We 
. cannot afford not to act I need 
your help. I need for yon ; to tell 
the peoples' representatives to get 
on with the pimples’ business.” 
“I don’t like taxes any more 
than you do," Mr. Clinton said. 
But he said his plan was fair, 
would place the burden of higher 
taxes on the wealthy and help 


plan. 

Last weekend, senator David 
Boren, Democrat- OMahom . 
announced he was switching hi: 
vote to no. There was and will bj 
no Republican support. 

An ABC news poll released 
three hours after Mr. Clinton’s 
speec h said 53 per cent found it 
convincing and 36 per cent un- 
convincing. But only 36 per cent 
of the 832 adults surveyed saw the 
speech. And 45 per cent said they 
were opposed to the plan, com- 
pared with 39 per cent a week 
ago. 


SHSSS'S 
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cent-a-galion increase in the 
federal gas tax, Mr. Clinton said. 

To ensure the money goes to 
deficit reduction, Mr. Clinton 
said he would sign an executive 
order Wednesday specifying just 
that. He also was to sign an order 
requi ring the president and Con- 
gress to set specific non-binding 
tesgets to c ontrol spen di ng in 
federal enti dement programmes. 
.Senate Republican leader Bob 
Ewe of Kansas, in his party’s 
oScial response to the speech, 
also asked people to call the 
CspitcL 

“Tbe president’s plan calls for 
fflae taxes, more spenefing and 
higher taxes,” Mr. Dole said. If it 
85 defeated, Republicans would 
work with the Democrats on “a 
setter plan, a plan that truly 
moves America in the right direc- 
tion.” 

While their speeches were to 


budget, while 44 per cent dis- 
approved and 23 per cent had no 
opinion. Sixty-eight per cent 
thought middle-income Amer- 
icans would pay the most taxes 
under Mr. Clinton's plan. 

Both polk had margins of error 
of four percentage points. 

As of late Tuesday, only broad 
details of the 1,000-page-plus bill 
were made public. 

Democrats daim it would re- 
duce the deficit by $496 billion, 
compared with what the red mk 
would be with no action. That 
still would leave about $1 trillion 
added to the national debt i dur- 
tbe period. 

•Of the $496 billion, about 1241 

bunon would be new taxes. On 
tfa e sp endmg side, it promises to 
restrain future expenditures, in- 
cfanfing a freeze on federal agen- 
cies and cuts in medicare pay- 
ments to hospitals and doctors. 


t 

/,\ l 



his efforts to rein in inflation, said 
the exchange rate of around 8.8 
yuan to the dollar was reason- 
able. 

“An important task in the 
second half of year is to continue 
to adopt measures of adjustment 
and control to keep the rat* 
stable at the current level, which 
is reasonable,” Mr. Zhu was 
i quoted as telling a meeting of the 
state administration of exchange 
control in Beijing Monday. 

“Zhu Rongji stressed that the 
government has the determina- 
tion, confidence and the ability to 
fulfil this task in order to prevent 
big rises and big falls on die 
market,” national newspapers re- 
ported. 

The government would fry to 
boost exports this year to earn 
more foreign currency and help 
bold the exchange rate. It would 
also crack down on capital fligh t 
Mr. Zhu said. 

After Vice Premier Zhu took 
over as the governor of the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China, the central 
bank, in July, he ordered massive 
intervention in Shanghai’s cur- 
rency swap market to strengthen 
the yuan. 

Brokers said the central bank 
pumped several hundred million 
dollars into the market to batter 
speculators and lift the yuan out 
of a trough of almost 11 to the 
dollar. 

. At the same time, the govern- 
ment started tightening adminis- 
trative controls over the Shanghai 
swap market to mate it haider 
for Chinese ente rpris es to buy 
dolla rs and encourage c ompan ies 
with bard currency reserves to i 
dum p them. • i 

Shanghai has the largest of ; 
China’s swap markets where < 
busi nesses trade hard currency at 
rates that more accurately reflect 1 
supply and demand. g 

The official state-set rate used t 
by foreign traveflera to China and c 


/ VE5.I AGREE.. IT \ 
I TAKES COURAGE TO 
15AIL IN UNCHARTEP ) 
V WATERS.. IS 


1 Western bankers in Sh anghai 
S say Mr. Zhu’s strategy appears to 
. be to hold the rate — at any cost 
to the central treasury — hoping 
* that other measures to cool eco- 
nomic growth and rein in infla- 
t tion will relieve pressure on the 
: yuan later this year, 
i Mr. Zhu blamed the weakness ' 
; of the yuan partly on speculators 
and he vowed to crack down on 
black marketeers who crowd 
around Shanghai’s tourist hotels. 

He stressed the need to 
“strengthen administration and 
supervision of the foreign ex- 
cfaang market, adjust and control 
foreign exchange usage, strictly 
prohibit trading outside the mar- 
ket and smash the black market,” 
die newspaper said. 

Crude intervention to bold the 
rate at around 8.5 on the swap 
markets earlier this year forced 
trading underground, an outcome 
Mr. Zhu is dearly determined to 
prevent this time. 

Currency flight has exacer- 
bated the yuan’s troubles, with 
vast sums of money flooding into 
Hong Kong stocks and property 
this year to escape inflation run- 
.nu£ at almost 20 per cent in 
Qrina’s major cities. 

Many Chinese export corpora- 
tions are illegally sitting on piles 
of fo reign exchange, unw illing to 
part with it at current rates arid 
expecting further yuan devalua- 
tion. Mr. 22m said Beijing would 
strengthen measures to take bade 
such reserves. 

__ He sai d die government would 
“resolutely: stop die practice of 
holding foreign exchange outside 
die country in violation of regula- 
duo s an d stop capital outflow and 
all lands of foreign exchange 
drain.” 

“The export task for this year is 
bard,” Mr. Zhu was quoted as 
saying. “We must try our best to 
espand exports to cam foreign 
exchange.” 
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LONDON (R) — Central banks, 
ta particularly those in northern 
ie Europe, are wistfully eyeing the 
W old narrow exchange rate 
L, mechanism (ERM) limits, cur- 
rl rency analysts said Wednesday. 

It is dear that Europe's politic- 
n al leaders were unhappy with the 

0 weekend decision effectively to 
d float die system. Verbal and 
r- financial interventions since have 

indicated they are highly tmeom- 
e fortable with currency weakness, 
s “The French, Belgians and the 
Danes all want to get their cur- 

1 rencies so they are not far away 
from the old bands, and if possi- 

i ble in the old bands,” said Nai- 
1 west's Robert Thomas. 

Analysts said the recent attacks 
r on the weaker ERM currencies 
> reflected the dire economic need 
for interest rates to come down 
. across Europe. “This was, and is, 
an interest rate crisis, not a cur- 
rency crisis,” said one. 

“I thought the reason you 
agree to float is the immediate 
economic need to get interest 
rates down,” said Mr. Thomas, 
who is head of neseardn at Nat- 
west Capital Markets. “Poshing 
your currency up with interven- 
tion and not cutting rates makes it 
, doubtful that you. satisfy that 
economic need.” 

The Belgian central bank has 
so far been alone in visibly in- 
tervening, moving in Tuesday at 
levels between 21.38 and 21.40 
per mark. But there is strong 
speculation that the Danish and 
Spanish central banks have also 
been quietly supporting their cur- 
rencies. • 

The Belgian franc is noW back 
within its old 2L25 per cent band, 
rising Wednesday morning to 
20.85/93 per mark which com- 
pares with its old floor of 21.0950. 

There has also been verbal 
intervention aplenty with French 
Finance Minister Edmond 
Alphandery saying the un- 
changed ERM central rate of 335 
francs per mark was its real value. 

The weekend shake-up saw 
ERM limits stretched to 15 per 
cent with the exception of the 
guilder and the mark. 

Foreign exchange traders said 
while the Belgian authorities are 
anxious the franc be seen as a 
quasi-Deutschemark, it is possi- 
ble many of the other central 
banks will soon follow suit and 
indulge in covert intra-marginal 
intervention. 

The French franc, although 
well off its low, is still under the 
old 3.4305 per mark limit at 
3.4550 and the Danish crown is 1 
well down at. 3.9685 per mark J 
versus the okl floor of 3.9016. 1 

The franc's new floor is way down 
at 3.8948 per mark and the 1 
crown’s at 4.42968 per mark. ( 
Analysts are puzzled that gov- 1 
emments are so worried about the 1 
currency levels in the short-term. c 
“A gradual cutting of rates 
while you have the exchange rate ^ 
flexibility seems to me to be the e 
most sensible thing,” said one c 
Paris analyst. “Rate cuts can even 
prompt a capital flow across the ° 
exchanges because of the boost to P 
the economy and actually push up w 
a currency.” 

Analysts said after the current ” 
wave of short-covering has ex- a{ 
hausted Itself and operators have fa 
taken currency profits, ERM cur- m 
rencies will tend to weaken as *b 
monetary policy is eased. 

“Yew will see renewed ..weak- be 
ness is most of the ERM“ curren- 
cies and tiie French fraofc in par- or 


ticular,” said Nikki Nelson- European central banks are stinp- 
Smith, treasury economist at ly not used to m anag i n g a floating 
Midland Global Markets. exchange rate, economists said. 

“The central banks are anxious banks are amply not used to 
to send a signal to the markets manag in g a floating exchange 
that 15 per cent is too far to fall so rate, economists said, 
they are going to be careful when “Many European central banks 

they cut rates ... the French are at. are stuck in a 14-year mind-set 
the extreme of that argument and where they think any interest rate 

will cut rates the most cautious- " 

ly," he pointed out. { 

Other economists said Euro- 1 

pean countries may cut interest [ — 

rates too slowly and too cautious- i HORQ 

Ittm'aZSA'ESZ i RECAST ** 

tually wedded to shadowing the ■ By Thomas S. Pierson. Astro 
German mark closely. I 

Since all currenrics except the ■ rfnpb ai TFwnFNriES - 
German mark and Dutch (Elder *1 

were granted new 15 per cent.} obligations to the best of your 


cut will damage a currency s 
value. In fact cuts which improve 
the economic fundamentals tend 
to eventually benefit currencies,” 

economist Parsons said. 

The Bank of Spain, for exam- 
ple, cut interest rates Tuesday 
and saw the peseta rally sharply 
against the mark. 
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fluctuation bands, European cen- 
tral banks have shown little in- 
dination to cut rates. 

At first it appeared they were 
simply being cautious after the 
currency turmoil, but many eco- 
nomists now fear they wont cut 
interest rates sharply for fear it 
will dent their currency. 

This approach contrasts with 
Britain's strategy after being 
forced out of the ERM currency 
grid last September, when it cut 
interest rates sharply and swiftly. 

“A country like France should 
cut interest rates immediately by 
about two per cent to revive its 
economy but the lingering potitio 
al commitment of the French to 
the “franc fort” policy means 
they are likely to be far too 
cautions on interest rate cuts,” 
said Nick Stamenkovic, econom- 
ist at DKB Internatio nal 

France is in a particularly tricky 
position because Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur has said he 
would resign if the franc was 
devalued, so he may now fed 
compelled to talk the franc up. 

“I t hink the ERM problem is in 
danger of repeating itself first as 
tragedy and then as farce unles s 
these countries act decisively to 
revive their economies,” said 
Nick Parsons, treasury advisor at 
tiie Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce. 

The danger is simple. 

The newly liberated currencies 
are still trying to daw back cur- 
rency gains to take them within 
their old bands, cheered on by 
European leaders who want their 
Euro-visions to survive intact and 
the old ERM to be reassembled 
as quickly as possible. 

So the whole point of wide 15 
per cent bands may not after all 
be to allow countries to cut in- 
terest rates sharply, but simply as 
a quick fix to stop the specula- 
tors. 

European leaders are already 
talking in terms of a move back to 

old 2- Vi oer cent bands as eartv m r 


obligations to the best of your 
ability today as we enjoy four 
positive aspects of tfae Pisces 
Moon. Higher ups are more aware 
of your preseat circumstances that 
you may thinfc- 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day to get into duties feeing you 
whether on the road, at offices or 
{daces of business, in seOing or 
writing, concerning furnishings, 
getting in supplies. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now can go to the barber shop 
or beauty sakn of your choke and 
improve your appearance as well 
as arrange future entertainment or 
recreations. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have many conditions that you can 
improve at your residence and this 
is the perfect day to do so and 
especially with me approval of 
your family. 

MOON CHILDREN: /June 22 to 
July 21) You have die right day 
now to get at whatever desk tasks 
await your attention as well as 
important shopping and errands to 
be done. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Those 
big ideas you have about money 
matt ers can now be reduced to 
workable success and m»A» to 
work so you can have a greater 
abundance to spate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can be as personal as you 


wish today about making a plan of 
action that can bring you more 
personal success and happiness in 
the coming days. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can devise and work out a 
plan of action whereby you have 
every item in its right place _ to 
privately gain objectives most vital 
co your needs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is the day for you to be 
very selective in the friends and 
ai^qiminranft** with whom yon have 
association in aiding you to gain 
desires. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Put your best effort 
into making vocational outside in- 
terests trend to your advantage for 
you have a good chance to enhance 
your good name. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a number of 
interesting changes '‘ou can make 
in your mode of ope. 3 tion that can 
add to your growth and develop- 
ment right now so be alert to them. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you have chance 
to get into practical matters and 
make them operate to your advan- 
tage so forget imaginative ideas 
and get into the nitty-gritty. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A considerable amount of 1 
attention can be paid to partners \ 
by discussions which tackle the 
various problems faring you and 
then so solve them now. 
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old 2-vi per cent bands as early as 
next year, a move almost certain 
to preclude sharp interest rate 
cuts before then. 

Many European central banks 
have been intervening to cap 
extremely modest fells in their 
currencies in ' recent days. 

Denmark actually raised its 
one-month interest raters to a 
pu nish i ng 25 per cent earlier this 
week to protect tfae krone. 

Economists said a tardy line on 
interest rate reductions would ex- 
acerbate serious economic prob- 
lems, and actually delay econo- 
mic convergence necessary for 
the ERM to work. 

Part of the problem may simply 
be learning new days. 

After nearly 14 years of fixed 
or semi-fixed exchange rates. 


By Harris 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: By 
changing your attitude at this time 
to a more friendly one you will find 
that you are able to overcome 
objections to your projections that 
have been somewhat in dispute. 
Think before you speak. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) : 
Yon have some early change of 
plans where your work load today 
s concerned and don’t do this 
faas% or you can get in deeper 
water than before. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Some anticipated pleasure needs 
■ revision but don’t get involved in 
some recreation that is going to 
cause you considerable amount of 
expense. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
find conditions at borne in a pretty 

upsetting state but absent yourself 
and let tensions work themselves 
out and aQ is wefl in the evening. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jniy 2 1) Take time out to carefully 
consider your communicatioiis to 
others for their reaction can be 
negative unless yon are extra po- 
lite. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Finan- 
aa! and other practical interests 
are not what they appear to be 
during the day and study with an 
eagle eye to prevent making some 
mistake. 

JIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22 ) Whatever you try to do of a 
personal nature can seem to have 


all kinds of strange conditions con- 
nected wife them so keep very 
objective. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Take some time out to get rid 
erf n a g g ing issues that require you 
to h and le them with amf efi- 
- ptomaqy and avoid getting in dis- 
cussions with Ido. 

SCORPIO: (October.23.to Novem- 
ber 21) Don’t try to get those 
personal ties upon whom you 
usually rely to lend you a hand wife 
intimate tasks for they are too busy 
wife their own worries. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do whatever your 
public e xpressions are in a good 
■ci rizcnshi pi fashion for otherwise 
today you could lose some of your' 
built op reputation. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think about what you 
can do to turn some matter at a 
distance that is full of problems to 
your advantage by a conscientious 
course of acuou. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
my 19) Consider the various 
obligations yon have and fee best 
means by which you can organise 
your time and efforts better to 
setae them wisely. 

HSOES: (February 20 to March 
M) You would be wise to refrain 
from continuing those discussions 
with an associate until a more 
favourable time and concentrate 
on your own career. 
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that scrambled word game 

e by Henri ArnoW 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 

JECET I 





CLUNE 
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WHAT THE NEWLV- 
MAKRIED SALAD 
KIN© SE6SED THE 
PRESS TO DO, 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Beat soundly 
6 Scottish caps 
10 Senary home 

14 Competitor 

15 TVs "L— " 

16 Ship frame 

17 Actress 
Verdugo 

18 Game fish 

19 Rewrite 
*20 Muaal 

22 Expansive 

23 the 
ramparts.-" 

24 Message 
26 Hostage-taker 
30 Hide away 

32 Hurrtar 
constellation 

33 Two, at dice 
37 Double curve 
38Tranqufltty 

39 Lose ertor 

40 Investments list 
i 42 Greek physician 

43 Relating to an 

45 Flock loser 
& 

a?£Slf 0 ? tar ii CPA’s spedi 
12 Trombonepi 

sawweAmesa 13 Change 
3v w est — 21 That 

60 Radio tube: sutf. kSSSS? 
81 Headliner 26cSf^ 
62PUMC 
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9 Classic ballet 

10 Chat 

11 CPA's specialty 

12 Trombone part 

13 Change 

21 That woman 


Answer “I 


Saturday's 


(Answers ipmcrrow) 

Jumbles: CLEFT EXPEL WOEFUL HAIRDO 
Answer, hoped to leave his fantty-- 


Storehouse 

63 Uttte: suff. 

64 Comfort 

68 Of the kidneys 

DOWN 

1 — Wenl 

2 Sword handle 

3 Layer of the Iris 

4 Thomas or 
Horace 

5 Movie about 
Vietnam 

6 Spud 

7 Styptic 

8 "Give a 

horse he can 
ftde'* 


27 Jason's ship 

28 Wharf 

29 Conform 

30 Stow creature 

31 Mexican 
sandwich 

33 — Ward of 

"Staters" 

34 Bush's alma 
mater 

35 Eve’s garden 

36 Dispatched 
38 Dolphin's kin 

41 Enemy 

42 Turkey 

f* Edgar Allan — 
Davis or Midler 

46 Open to view 

47 H. Ross — 


Yesterday's Pmafa Sn^. 


JT 

• IHOnO DOfinin nral 

noon nnn0B nR 

r Dn #Hi n °si 

W’eSDRgl 

|nnn nnnra 

ilii 


48 Enjoy Wrth 
others 
51 — bene 

52 »e night 

before..." 
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Currency 
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Bahraini Dinar 

I.S270 

J.SJ70 

l^bunvsc Lira" 

0.039155 


Saudi Rival 

fl.JS-iS 

0. JS6S 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

. 2.2400 


Qatari Riyal 

0.JS425 

0.NJ00 | 

Egyptian Pound 

fl.rflflfl 


Omani Rijal 

J .7750 

1.5150 

UAE Dirham 

0. JSS25 

0.19100 

Greek Drachma ■ 

C.2S9 5 

0 . 3345 

Cypriot Vuund 

1.3350 

J . 3750 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day- 


U,$. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.2890/95 

1.7065/75 

1.9250/60 

1.5075/85 

36.60/74 

5.8900/00 

159.0/6.0 

104.90/00 

7.9560/76 

7.3480/68 

6.7480/69 

$1.5020/30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian Hre 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Bare shelves, high prices as 
Georgia dumps rouble 


TBILISI (R) — With traders 
demanding sky-high prices for the 
paltry goods on shop shelves, 
Georgia's first day outside the 
rouble zone was a miserable one 
for Aro&a Sakaan. 

The 67-year-o!d pensioner 
walked into gastronom (food- 
store) number two in central Tbil- 
isi Tuesday to see what she could 
buy with her monthly pension of 

6.000 coupons _ t he former 
Soviet republic's new interim cur- 
rency. 

The choice was stark; Less than 

one kilogramme of butter at 

7.000 coupons a kilogramme ab- 
out one kilogramme of candy at 

5.000 coupons or two small pack- 
ages of imported Italian macar- 
oni, 3,200 coupons each. 

Instead she bought nothing, 
breaking down in tears while 
talking to a reporter. 

"Listen, things were better 
than this in 1941. 1 haven't eaten 
meat in two years. All I can 
afford is this," she said, holding 
up a loaf of round white bread. "I 
could break my teeth on this, it's 
as a rock.” 

Georgia is one of several for- 
mer Soviet republics which 
rushed to abandon the rouble 
currency after Russia’s abrupt de- 
cision last month to withdraw all 
prc-1993 banknotes from circula- 
tion on its territory. 

From Tuesday, use of the rou- 
ble became a criminal offense. 

"The police will perform raids 
and close stores dealing in curren- 
cies other than coupons, and the 
money will be confiscated," said 
Nugznr Pipia, vice-president of 
the Georgian central bank. 

But it was doubtful whether 
underground trade in other cur- 
rencies could actually be curtailed 
given the general state of unruli- 
ness in the country. 

State-run stores in the capital 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING .Am FREIGHT - 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
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CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




IN KAWAR&SONS 

BL 60*676 30*696 ^ 
*xJ>OBOx 7806 y r 
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VI hu! ion Restaurant 

Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Adda J.D, 7.000 ChiWrw LOOP 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 



were trading solely m the b::.* 
coloured coupons, but uk - 
tion nf goods uv,*i;jh‘e h:-: ' ■ 
come far poorer. 

Most imparled g: 
vanished, ami UiC'.e lh.it «r: - 
were marked at prices wa- »».>; J 
reach of the average C>co::-. ■ 

Russia's withdrawal of 
banknote':, announced Juiv J*. 
threw Georgia into chaos. \Y;:;r: - 
hours, most businesses h.w. 
down and panicky crowd". puc::v.: 
into semi-official exchauuc po::i: 
to dump the old roubles. 

The country's fledgling 
class jammed the city airr.::-. 
hoping to get to Moscow tO c-- 
change their old notes rv.r.rr .* 
was too late. 

Within 24 houpi Georgian -j- 
th critics derided to dump >.■ 
rouble, making the interim 
coupon the only legal Tender until 
a permanent currency, the 
can be introduced later this 

Roubles are still souyhi-.-.tTc: 
One rouble fetches uo :i! 
coupons on the black mar;.-:, 
compared to the offiri.ij o: 
one to one. 

Some businesses were s‘:!5 
accepting roubles Tucsdas 
spite the ban. One saiesmaR 
pricing petrol at 7il!l rouh'-/ . : 71 
cents) a litre or 7 coupon-.. A: 
such an exchange rate, buyers 
almost forced io use rouble-. 

"Look, ! bring this pL-;:o! 
from Russia," said tlic-ei’-.r, 
said he was nor av/ate of r 
law. "What are they goi:!.; 
with these slip.; >_-f p.-.pe: 
(coupons) there 1 / I have !r 
for this stuff in loubL-j. 1 ' 

In communist times. Gc..-; .: 
standard of living v;.s . 111 : 0 a.’ he 
highest in the Soviet LJf.ii "S -■ 
it is among the poorest. 4 : 
many as three-quarter:, of i.i-- 
population living in poverty. 


tune: AT and T top 
it profitable service 


; y<r.’\ x . ORK (AP) — A huge 
increase put American 

■ i Te’ephjne and Telegraph (AT 
--e: ; s;id 7 • Co. on top of the world 
: I.', j Lr,: ;e.tr, ranking the long dis- 
::r ■ iLT.ce conip any as the most profit- 
:i‘> ! i.b'.j :he world’s 500 largest 

j service companies. Fortune 
-:r.i ! m.igiririe said. 

{ That was an impressive feat, as 
: :he magazine reported the 500 
• c <mp::n^cN overall saw profits de- 
.,.J ! clinu^ir. 1992. • 

[ “ine big pinch squeezed the 
r j! } world's 5'JU largest service com- 
. panic b last year even more tightly 
! iha:i in 1991," Fonune said, 
j "Total profits, fell by 17 per cent. 
:r.d ; ; ; r.c o2 ci the companies — 10 
| mere than in the previous year — 
j<_-d j recorded lasses." 
ary ! Fortune’s global service 500 
[-•- ■ compilation, released Tuesday, 
icc ) rank's the 500 largest service com- 
: a i panics in eight different industry 
| i;su by revenue or assets. 

-:ted to spend 
five years 

are nosing Iran's five-year 
on government spending of 215 
iv two-thirds of which is to be met by 
itesday. 

v,-.:-- an outline of govement current 
: rd revenues approved by the 
• : i;h 1-. headed by President Akbar 

■oAcr planning bodies to draw up 
‘.pending ceilings for each sector 

. *:d Budget Organisation confirmed 
1 : 5 trillion '.rivals but noted that it 

■ r.:i»ks -nd stare companies. 

■Jered final until a bill is drawn up and 

cadline for which is Sept. 11," the 
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Professional Oualitv in j 

1 Hour Service ? r 'L. 

Develop your vt* <im film » • "i; 
our shop and get;- j j r [ f 




LACE 


> The First Class Hotei in 
j Amman that has a 
\ Kitchenette in every room, 
u "Satellite T.V. Reception” 


* JUMBO phot? ! 

size 30% farmer \ 

* Free enJarfi,’®- j 

ment 20 x 30 cm | 

Shmeisani - Opp. GrindJ.ns ‘ 
Bank. Phone: &04u-£ I 

Swefieh tel: S23S91 : 


^ CHEN'S 

CHINESE i 

RESTAURANT | 

Mecca Street Tarotouk 
Engineers HuuSirtg [ 

Estate, near Kilo { 

Supern-iarKet 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and M. ; , e oof 

1 specialities 

Of ‘cn J.iil ) l~:i H > - . : ». M ' 

p.tn j 

< (kJ/> - Midnight 


or Lf'. 1 . 


rCr 
i'j! £?.£•: 




t A ! ' n 

1 . Cl • I 


fatt.k-.*. 

\r 


ATmari - Tel. 666193 
P 0.Bac 9403 - Fax 602434 
Tele.* 2388E DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


{! I M4NDABIN BESTAURANTl 

i Special Chinese Foods 1 
I; Skilled Chinese Chefs 1 

i i 

j jo^B~77.iifa.» .a* .t t mil ,'ii t/jilyf j 

l Take away is available I 

jj .'.£;• Sa;'3 "Jri7 I 

ij . 

j; •»cs' i-r as*Tr.j Hotel _/] 

jj :Tel. 661922, Amman] ,-Oy. 

ij Snee Tasted /Xs 
^ Aiwaas Lcytd /Xy ^ 





- Chinese, Thai, Philliplno, lndonisian,Malavs:an 
& Japanese speclaliiles 

- Live Band ”6" nights a week P 

- World wide programs VIA satellite § 

-Takeaways & delivery Available ® 

^** 5P M r.iiamghi 






Hctcl Suites 


"homeK and intimate 


.• • ..Hi-. .:r.. . ' Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 


% if/'* 


istaurant 


french (Cuisine 

Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 |_ 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 

Amman-Jordan n^oa 



j- 

v- - I 


Terrace 

Restaurant 


International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 


One ounce of gold S400.20/4Q0.70 


U 

' p , •<. *xr • v - 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebol Anunaa - 3rd Glrrte 
For Hase m ticc Tel 6 1 B060 -1 
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was Japan’* DAI-ICHI Kangyo 
Bins, v.i:h csi-:s of $493.4 bil- 
lion. 

France's AXA was. biggest in 
the diversified financial area with 
assets of S 190,0 billion. Britain's 
Abbey National led the savings 
bank eaieaorv with assets of 
SIOS. 7 billion.' 

According to Fonune, Japan's 
Nippon Life headed ihe life insur- 
ance list with assets of S280.9 
billion. 

In retailing. Sears was world's 
biggest with sales of S59.1 billion. 
Fortune considered the com- 
pany's financial services revenue 
in compiling the list, allowing 
Sears to outrank Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc., whose S55.5 billion in re- 
venue oe '.stripped Sears’ S32 bil- 
lion in retailing revenue, and 
also Kmart Corp., which had 
nearly S?S billion in revenue. 

East Jjp^n Railway was no. 1 
in transportation with revenue of 
SIS. 5? billion. Electricite de 
France headed utilities with 
assets of Si i7.7 billion. ■ 

U.S. companies held the top 5 
spots in Fortune's ranking of the 
500 service companies' biggest 
employers. The largest was Wal- 
Mart with -25,000 employees in 
1992. 

Following Wal-Mart were, be- 
ginning with No. 2, Sears, Kmart, 
AT and T and United 'Parcel 
Service or America Inc. ’ 

Fortune's global service 500 
rankings are a hybrid of its more 
vvell-knov.il list of the nation's top 
500 industrial companies. The 
gob.il service 500 was first com- 
piled in is^i. using year-end 1990 
figure;. Hsi Service rankings are 
akin to a list Fortune released last 
month of ihe world’s top 500 
industrial companies. 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS . 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS . 

IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX ; 23023 FAX ; 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JA3AL LWEI3DEH 


It tallies the top 100 in each of 
rwo areas: Diversified service and 
commercial banking. Fonune 
calculates the top 50 in six other 
industries: Diversified finance, 
savings banks, life insurance, re- 
tail, transportation and utilities. 

The United States dominated 
the combined rankings with 135 
of the 500 companies, Fortune 
said in its Aug. 23 issue. 

Japan came in second with 128. 
followed by Germany, 45, Bri- 
tain, 42, and France with 33. 

AT and T led the profits list 
with 1992 earnings of S3.S billion, 
a gain of more than 600 per cent 
from the year before. The com- 
pany supplanted 1991 ’s biggest 
money maker, British Telecom. 

The second most profitable ser- 
vice company was Telefonos de 
Mexico with earnings of S2.6 
billion, followed by Bank of Chi- 
na, which reported profits of S2.2 
billion, the magazine said. 

"For the second year in a row 
the biggest money loser was 
Deutsche Bundesbahn, a Ger- 
man railroad company," Fortune 
said. 

Deutsche Bundesbahn lost S5.3 
billion in 1992. The second big- 
gest money loser was Sears. 
Roebuck and Co. with a loss of 
S3.9 billion. The third biggest 
money loser was Italy's Iritecna, 
an engineering and construction 
company, with a loss of SI. 7 
billion. 

As a whole, the 500 companies 
earned $104 billion in 1992, down 
from S126 billion the year before. 
Fortune said. 

The world's largest diversified 
service company in 1992 was 
Japan’s Itochu, 'a trading com- 
pany, with sales of $156.3 billion. 
In banking, the world's largest 
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Hisham International Tours 

“ THE RELAIABLE NAME IN' JORDAN V 


Book now & Jom 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

☆ Antalya $ 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera SB00 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

* All m 5 star INT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tajior-rrade 
Outgoing Tours 
Hotel reservations at- 
i.-.rer national & 
Ljiurv Hotels in 
Tu r k“v Cyprus 
& cgvpi 


Our first class services & moderate price's 
\make sense for leisure & business travellers 
* Tel.: 698180/698181, Fox 689307 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka awayteavaUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOV OPEN 

Valentino 

■ restaurant 
jabai. Amman nmrr ancLB 

0*MWTE TXB IRAQI IMBASSV 

TEL 654205 

639197 

Couples Only, or 
Groups ol Lacies & Gents 

Open Daily 


ft? 

„ Munchies 
Rsduceo Dnnk Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


\ 'lyT . ~/?i 

| FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

j RagTfiUMIVr 

j Special executive Luncheons 

! Take away service 
| available 

i Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
| 7.30-11.30 pm 

| After the Philadelphia Hotel 
j Towards 3rd circle 


Amman 

International Hotel 


^* ,t % 

*i¥C s 

Tel 341712/841713 
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Another Tokyo minister defects 
before LDP ends 38- year rule 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
tore Minister Masami Tanabu 
quit the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) Wednesday, one day be- 
fore it was set to relinquish its 
38-year hold on power to a coali- 
tion determined to cleanse 
Japan's politics. 

"I am tired of the party's empty 
promises on political reform,” 
Mr. Tanabu told a news confer- 
ence. He also quit as agriculture 
minister in the outgoing cabinet 
of Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa. 

Mr. Miyazawa’s government 
lost a parliamentary no- 
confidence vote, forcing a snap 
election on June 18 which cost the 
LDP its majority in the powerful 
lower house for the first time 
since it came to power in 19SS. 

Hit by scandals and mass defec- 
tions, the LDP will end its rule 
Thursday when parliament con- 
venes to elect an anti-graft popul- 
ist, Morihiro Hosokawa, as prime 
minister. 


Mr. Hosokawa 's fragile eight- 


party majority coalition cleared a 
hurdle Tuesday when a star 


Socialist campaigner, former Par- 
ty Chairwoman Takako Doi, 
accepted an offer to take up the 
keypost of lower house speaker. 

The parliamentary vote for 
prime minister is ejected to take 
place about 0600 GMT Thursday. 
Mr. Hosokawa was expected to 
win a majority of about 260 votes 
in .the 511-seat chamber. 

Even if the LDP successfully 
won over a few independents, it 
would have only about 230 votes. 
It lost its lower house majority in 


the July 18 general election. 

If no one gets a majority in the 
first round, voting goes on in a 
second-round contest between 
the two front-runners. Hie candi- 
dates with the most votes wins 
even without a majority. 

Mr. Hosokawa was chosen to 
head the coalition on the grounds 
that he was the first conservative 
politician to challenge the LDP’s 
monopoly on power. His Japan 
New Party (JNP), formed last 
year, won 36 seats in the July 18 
polls. These were the first in 
which it fielded candidates for the 
lower house. 

Mr. Hosokawa said be would 
announce his cabinet Friday. The 
heads of the other parties in the 
coalition were all expected to 
receive posts. - 

Tsutomu Hata, who led LDP 
defectors into forming the Japan 
Renewal Party, was widely tipped 
to be appointed depnty prime 
minister and to serve concurrent- 
ly as either finance or foreign 
minister. 

Mr. Doi will be the first woman 
speaker of Japan's 104-year-old 
parliament and the first to be 
chosen from a party that is not 
the biggest in tne chamber. 

TheLDP, now led by reformist 
Yohci Kono and set to spend 
time in the unfamiliar role of 
opposition party, has criticised 
the choice, saying it breaks with 
parliamentary precedent. 


The coalition brings together 
a broad s 


parties from 
ranging from the leftist 
to conservative LDP defectors, 
and has vowed to carry out dras- 


tic political reform in an extraor- 
dinary session of parliament to be 
convened in mio-September. 

Mr. Hosokawa's meteoric 15- 
month rise from former provin- 
cial governor to prime minister 
underlined the troubles within 
the once indomitable LDP. - 

Hie party’s fate was sealed by 
the scandal that brought down 
LDP kingmaker Shin Kanemarn 
who quit as party vice president 
in August 1992 after admitting he 
took illegal funds from a trucking 
firm. He then snubbed prosecu- 
tors and got away with only a 
token fine. 

After severe public criticism, 
he resigned his parliamentary 
seat last October. In March pro- 
secutors arrested him on tax eva- 
sion charges. A first hearing on 
the charges was held on July 22 at 
which Kanemaru pleaded not 
guilty. 

The next hearing is scheduled 
in September. 

Also Wednesday, Kyodo News 
Agency said Sony Corp. Chair- 
man Akio Monta — already 
touted as a possible trade and 
industry minister — has been 
asked by Japan’s incoming coali- 
tion to be foreign minister. 

- The electronics giant that Mr. 
Morita helped found after World 
War II refused to comment on 
tiie report, which quoted what it 
termed political sources. Last 
week, reports said Mr. Morita 
had been asked to be internation- 
al trade and industry minister. 

Mr. Morita, 72, is a friend of 
Mr. Hosokawa who is set to be 
elected prime minister when par- 


liament resumes Hmrsday, and 
who, according to reports, has 
asked high-profile Japanese to 
accept key posts. 

Mr. Morita is probably one of 
Japan’s best known corporate 
bosses. After slamming Western 
work practices during the 1980s, 
he has recently started advocating 
that Japanese companies place as 
much emphasis on keeping em- 
ployees happy as firms in West- 
ern countries are reputed to do. 


In a separate development, the 
government admitted Wednesday 
that the imperial Japanese army 
had forced or tricked tens of 
thousands of Asian and Euro- 


i women to serve as sex slaves 
ipanese 
World War H. 


ET 


Japanese soldiers during 


Chief government spokesman 
Yohei Kono did not mention the 
issue of compensating the women 
now, although he said the govern- 
ment would study how best to 
apologise. 

“There are many examples in 
which the women were gathered 
contrary to their will, by means of 
coercion and cajolery,” Mr. 
Kono said in a prepared state- 
ment. , 


“The government offers its 
heartful sentiments of reflection 
and apology to all the women for 
their many sufferings and the 
injuries to me mind and body that 
cannot be healed from their ex- 
perience as ’co m fo r t women,’” he 
said. 

Mr. Kono’s statement followed 
a recent Japanese government 
investigation in South Korea. 


Italian parliament 
votes its own demise 


ROME (R) — The most scandal- 
taihted pariiament in Italian his- 
tory voted its own demise 
Wednesday, approving an elec- 
toral reform, that should in a few 
months consign a discredited 
political system to oblivion. 

“It’s a remarkable achievement 
— nothing less than hari-Jriri," a 
jubilant official at Prime Minister 
Carlo Azeglio Ci am pi’s office 
said after the vote. “Parliament 
has just signed its own death 
warrant.” 

The final vote in the lower 
house was 287 in favour,' 78 
against, with 153 abstentions. On 
Tuesday night, the Senate, or 
upper house, had rushed approv- 
al of its part of the reform. This 
can now become law. 

The change in rules, largely 
scrapping proportional repre- 
sentation, clears the way for a 
general election expected to be 
called early in 1994 under a new 
first-past-the-post majority sys- 
tem. 

The electoral reform, enacting 
the wifi of tiie overwhelming 
majority of Italians who voted in 
an April refere n dum to scrap the 
old system, was Mr. GampTs top 
priority. He had given parliament 
until Friday to complete the 
rovaL 


/itb nearly 20 pm- cent of all 
members of parliament (MPs) 
under inquiry for serious crimes 
ranging from corruption to mafia 
links and murder, few of those 
who approved Wednesday’s law 
expect to be re-elected when Italy 
next goes to the polls. 

The next election will give Ita- 
lians their first chance to punish 
politicians exposed over the last 


a web of corruption that inch 
all the main parties and the coun- 
try’s leading businesses. 

The worst hit parties are the 
Christian Democrats and the 
Socialists, the two that have ruled 
Italy in coalition for moss of the 
last 30 years. 

MPS had been dragging their 


feet over the reform for months, 
but were finally spurred into ac- 
tion after a wave of 'unexplained 
bomb attacks which have hit Ita- 
lian cities since May. 

Hie latest attacks came on July 
27, killing five people and 
seriously damaging two Rome 
chinches and a Milan museum. 
Afterwards, Mr. Ciampi mid 
President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
blamed opponents of Italy's poli- 
tical renewal. • 

The neo-fascist Italian Social 
Movement (MSI), in danger of 
extinction undo- tiie new rate that 
handicap small parties, ended its 
filibnstering tactics Tuesday 
night, withdrawing more than 100 
amendments that threatened to 
derail the bill. 

The reform is set to change the 
Italian political landscape drama- 
tically, breaking the stranglehold 
the Christian Democrats have 
had on government since 1945. 

One of the main beneficiaries is 
expected to be the Northern 
League, the raucous protest 
movement that has in recent 
months emerged as tiie dominant 
party in Italy’s wealthy north. 

The Christian Democrats are 
only expected to hang on to their 
traditional fief do ms in the crime- 
ridden south of Italy. 

The heirs of the former Com- 
munist Party are forecast to 
dominate tiie traditional “red” 
belt in the centre, thus producing 
a three-way national split. 

Proportional representation 
was widely blamed for producing 
a long series of weak and short- 
lived governments and always 
keeping the same parties in pow- 
er, -blocking any political renew- 
al. Italy has had 52 governments 
since World War II. 

In the next elections, 75 per 
cent of the seats in the lower 
house and the Senate will be 
awarded under a British-style 
first-past-the-post rule. Prop- 
ortional r ep res en t a tion will deter- 
mine tiie rest — to ensure minor- 
ities retain a voice. 


S. Africa cabinet debates 


escalation of violence 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— President F.W. De Klerk and 
his cabinet held a crisis session 
Wednesday, seeking an end to 
South Africa's escalating 
township warfare which has killed 
124 blacks in four days. 

Witnesses said townships east 
of Johannesburg resembled war 
zones overnight, with youths 
throwing petrol bombs and stones 
at police trying to enter through 
blazing barricades. 

There were reports of random 
shooting early Wednesday but 
the situation was calmer, they 
said. 

Police said they were having 
trouble getting to many sections 
of Katlenong, Tokoza and Tem- 
bisa, where . fighting has raged 
since Friday. 

“It is extremely difficult,”a 
spokesman said. 

The death toll Tuesday night 
rose to 124 as 17 more bodies 
were found, most of them doused, 
with petrol and burned. The 
worst trouble was in Katlehong, 
where many people have been 
unable to leave their homes. 

Mr.De Klerk said the cabinet 
meeting would focus on halting 
the carnage after one of the 
bloodiest weekends in three years 


of apartheid re form s,- 
“It cannot go on like this... the 
East Rand must now come to 
order,” be told a news conference 
Tuesday, referring to the area 
where the killing has been con- 
centrated east of the commercial 
capital, Johannesburg., 

He said the government was 
ready to send additional troops 
into townships. 


The cabinet was expected to 
discuss a proposal 1 jy Nelson 
Mandela’s African National Con- 
gress (ANQ for/ a multi-party 
peacekeeping force. 

Mr. De Klerk said Tuesday he 
supported the idea but envisaged 
the force as an auxiliary one 
charged with tasks such as crowd 
control with the police in overall 
control. 


The ANC and other black par- 
ties say the white-led police, for- 
mer enforcers of apartheid, lade 
the credibility and trust needed to 
bring peace to black communi- 
ties. 

More than 600. people have 
been killed since July 2 in a wave 
of violence which followed the 
setting of April 27 as the date for 
the country's first all-race elec- 
tions- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Seoul accuses North of being unreasonable 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea’s national unification minister 
Wednesday accused North Korea of setting a new “unacceptable'' 
condition for international inspections of its nuclear fadtities. But 
*Han Wan -Sang said North Korea's decision this week to allow 
three U.N. officials into the country for an “elementary” 
inspection is a positive sign that it wou ld remain a party to tiie 
oudear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). “The North’s claim that 
the light-water reactor issue was a precondition for it accepting 
(special) inspections is unacceptable.” Mr. Han told a meeting of 
foreign reporters. Mr. Han was referring to a demand by the U.N. 


International Atomic Energy Agency early this year to make a 
two North Korean facilities suspected of 


special inspection on 
being nudear waste dumps. The Communist North reacted 


angrily by threatening to quit the NPT, designed to check the 
spiead of nudear 


drawal decision in the 
June. . 


technol 
ronndjOf 


.It- suspended the witb- 
with the United States in 


Strike paralyses Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian army troops were deployed in 
Kashmir's summer capital Srinagar Wednesday as protests against 
the kfifing of a Muslim family by security forces entered a fourth 
day. Soldiers were patrolling downtown Srinagar after angry 
residents defied a curfew and attempted to stage protest m arches 
in three areas of the tense city, the Press Trust of India (PIT) 
reported. Indian paramilitary troops shot dead at least six people 
and wounded 30 as they tried to break up anti-Indian protests by 
up to 30,000 Kashmiri Muslims In Srinagar Tuesday. The news 
agency gave no further details of Wednesday's demonstrations, 
but it said the troubled Kashmir Valley was crippled by a strike 
for the fourth day following the killing of a 10-year-old boy and 
ibers of the paramilitary Border Security Force 


hi s par ents by members of 
(BSF) at their Srinagar home Sunday. 


Hong Kong airport talks renewed 


HONG KONG (AP) — Angto-Chinese talks on Hong Kong’s 
new airport resumed 


Wednesday and made “steady progress, 
albeit fairly slow,” tiie British negotiator said. “We have edged 
forward again as we did last time,” Anthony Galsworthy said. 
“We will certainly need further meetings but I am still confident 
that we are going in the right direction,” he told reporters after 
the meeting. The $21 billion project on Cbek Lap Kok Island is 


possibly the world's largest civil engineering project now under 
way. It entails levelling the island, laying 


runways on ocean 
landfill, and building tunnels nad bridges to link the terminal to 
central Hong Kong by road and ran. China, which regains 


sovereignty over Hong Kong in 1997, is unhappy with the 
financing offered by the colony’s British rulers. 


Menchu condemns U.S. embargo on Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — Nobel laureate and Indian rights campaigner 
Rigoberta Menchu of Guatemala has condemned a U.S. econo- 
mic embargo against Cuba as unjust and said the Cuban people 
should be allowed to maintain the political system of their choice. 
“I think tiie (U.S.) blockade has no justification at all and it could 
even set a negative precedent for interfering in other countries in 
(Latin) America.” Ms. Menchu told a news conference in 
Havana. On Monday night President Fidel Castro awarded the' 
Order of Ana Betancourt, a Cuban civil decoration, to the 
34-year-old Maya-Qniche Indian. The citation for the award 
paused her for her work in support of tiie rights of Latin 


America's indigenous Indian population, especially in Guatema- 
i warded the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize. 


la. for which she was as 


Thatcher speaks of treachery 


LONDON (R) — Margaret Thatcher, speaking in a four-part 
televirion series to be shown later this year, accuses members of 
the ruling Conservative Party of treachery by forcing her 
resignation as prime minister, the producer of the series said. 
“She is emotional about the circumstances of her resignation,” 
Hugh Scully told journalists. “Her description of the days leading 
up to it are absolutely gripping. She uses the word treachery, but? 
can't say about who.” Lady Thatcher, who stepped down ia 
November 1990, does not expect to be talced to return as premier,- 
he said. “I think there's some part of her that would like to come 
back as prime minister I don’t think she has any expectation of 
it,” Mr. Scully said. “I did ask her if she’d like to return but got 
pretty short shrift." “Thatcher The Downing Street Years” 
includes interviews with former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
former U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Lady Thatcher's 
successor, John Major. 


22 killed In Indian train accident 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A passenger train jumped the rails in 
eastern India, killing 22 people travelling on tiie roofs of three 
coaches, news reports said Wednesday. Hie Awadh- Assam Mail 

off 1 the trades, broke loose from the train and 
crashed on the ground. United News of India reported. Fifteen 
people were injured. Press Trust of India, said. The region is 740 
kilometres (460 miles) southeast of New Delhi. All the victims 
were travelling on the roof ofitfae three cars. United News of India 
quoting D.N.. Siqgh. a local railway official. 

' li • 



A Croat soldier walks past dead comrades as they are fined up for iden t ification fen central Bosnia 
(AFP photo) 


Serbs advance on Sarajevo peak 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Serb forces have wrested 
control of a key position on 
strategic Mount I gman dominat- 
ing Sarajevo, forcing a pullback 
of Muslim-led forces ana defying 
a NATO threat to strike if they 
tighten their siege. 

Reporting the Serb advance, 
Bosnian and U.N. military 
sources said Wednesday some 
Muslim-led units had withdrawn 
from the peak, whose fell would 
dose the Serb siege ring around 
Sarajevo and sever the Muslim 
supply route. 

At the stalled peace talks in 
Geneva, Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said his troops 
were ready to hand over neigh* 
homing Mount B jelasnica, which 
they captured from the Muslims 
tins week, to U.N. peacekeepers. 

“The U.N. has already taken a 
bit of it and has its flag flying 
there,” Mr. Karadzic said. 

Senior Bosnian army sources in 
Sarajevo said their commander. 
General Rasin Delic, was waiting 
to hear from the U.N. Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) if this 
handover was genuine before 
agreeing to resume ceasefire talks 
in Sarajevo. 

A Serb withdrawal from 
B jelasnica was also the key to 


trol him or he is playing a political 
game,” the Muslim president 


said. 

In Sarajevo, U.N. military 
spokesman Commander Baity 
Frewer said Gen. Mladic 
appeared to be in personal charge 
of operations ana “acting like a 
man who is questioning the ex- 
tent that we or the West will 
challenge him.” 

“He was in a very defiant, 
confident mood that be is now in 
control of the area,” Major Frew- 
er said. “He was standing there 
(on Bjetenica), very proud of the 
feet that he was in control.” 

The NATO alliance warned 
Bosnia’s Serbs Tuesday they 
could face air strikes if they con- 
tinued their “strangulation” of 
Sarajevo, where 380,000 people 
are trapped by a 16-month-old 
siege. 

Maj. Frewer said fighting 
appeared to have halted Tuesday 
but the Bosnian Serbs had con- 
solidated and were pressing from 
three rides with artillery batteries 
in place. 

A spokesman for the Muslim- 
led army 1st Corps said Serb 
troops now held VeHko Polje and 
the Igman’s local hotel, a position 
which gives them at least some 
control of the main “Olympic 


haven’t lost a single square inch 
of Gornji Vatarf ” 

Col. Blaskic, commander of 
the HVO (Croatian Defence 
Council) third operational zone 
in central Bosnia, added: “No 
major objectives or facilities have 
fallen into tiie bands of Muslims 
there.” 

The commander of U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in Gornji 
Vakof, British Major Graham 


Bin ns, said Monday Muslim sol- 
effective 


Road” which runs across tiie key 
President Alija Izetbegovic said. . “I* ® very critical on Igman,” 


resumption of the Geneva peace 
negotiations, Bosnia's Muslim 
President Aliia Infhemvte said. It IS 

. -he said. But he added of the 


- .“lam going tP go (to the talks) ,-hesaiO. But he, added gipst of the 
.if the.. Serbs ; --witbdTaw ir fromt:-^^ ta ^ 

Bjelasmca Mounmin^ If that will r _0» Muslim-fed forces. ^ 

jevo Radio, 
Haris 


not bell» ease, Twittnot go,” he 
told Reuters Television in an 
interview. 

Mr. Izetbegovic, who has 
boycotted the talks for three 
days, was speaking as Bosnian 
Serb and Croat leaders and the 
presidents of Serbia and Croatia 
met international mediators Lord 
Owen and Thorvald Stoltenberg. 

He said news of Serb advances 
on Mount Igman could mean Mr. 
Karadzic had lost control over 
Bosnian Serb military comman- 
der General Ratko Mladic. 

“Either he is not able to con- 


on 


Bosnian Foreign 
Siladzic said if tiie a tt a c ks on 
Igman did not stop, the Bosnian 
government might suspend tiie 
Geneva negotiations. 

Croat army leaders in central 
Bosnia launched a propaganda 
offensive Tuesday, denying that 
the key town of Gronji Vakuf had 
fallen to Muslim forces. 

In an obvious attempt to calm 
soldiers and civilians panicked by 
recent Muslim gains m the area, 
Croat Colonel Tihomir Blaskic 
tokl a news conference: “We 


diets had taken 1 effective control 
of the town despite scattered 
pockets of Croat resistance. 

Maj. Binns described the HVO 
in tiie Gornji Vakof area as “an 
army in defeat” and told Reuters 
he could not locate a Croat com- 
mander in charge of local forces. 

In Washington, armed until 
allied approval of his plan to use 
air power in Bosnia, President 
Bill Ctinton bad demanded “an 
end to the misery” in Sarajevo 
before another winter of “grave, 
grave difficulties” begins. 

The Washington Post reported 
Wednesday that NATO has given 
its military planners the green 
light to draft hit lists that include 
Bosnian .Serb military leaders in 
Bosnia-Heraegovina. 

But North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) officials in 
Brussels firmly denied the report 
datefined Berlin saying that “no 
such instructions were given by 
the council during its meeting on 
Aug. 2.” 

' NATO .during- -that- ■meeting 
warned it was planning air strikes 
against Serb positions if they 
maintained their siege of 
Sarajevo and other Muslim 
towns. 

According to the article also 
published by the International 
Herald Tribune, NATO issued a 
directive to its military planners 
in Italy and Brussels ordering 
them “to draft options for 'stron- 
ger measures, including air 
strikes against those responsible 
Bosnian Serbs and others in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina’ besieging 
Sarajevo and several other 
towns.”. 


Leak threatens historic U.S. town 

floodgate, Mr. 


FESTUS, Missouri (R) — A 
leaking floodgate stymied efforts 
to stem flooowatere threatening 
an 18th-centuty Illinois town as 
the Mississippi River’s destruc- 
tive onslaught beaded south after 
passing St. Louis. 

The U.S. Army Corps of En- 
gineers, whose crews used a 
barge crane Tuesday to carve a 
notch in .the top of a 400-foot 
(122-metre) section of the Fort 
Chartres levee, said the tactic to 
divert fioodwatere and ease press- 
ure on other levees appeared to 


be successful. 

But a leak late Tuesday in a 
floodgate along the levee north of 
histone Prairie Du Rocher forced 
officials to evacuate emergency 
workers sandbagging another sec- 
tion of the levee protecting the 
French colonial town. 

, “It appears the gate structure is 
leaking so we are taking pre- 
cautionary measures,” said Lou 
Griodxni, a Corps of Engineers 
spokesman. 

A helicopter lowered an inflat- 
able dam in hopes of shoring up 


the leakin 
Chiodini 

“If we are not successful at 
saving this levee, it may take out 
about 20,000 acres (8,093 hec- 
tares)— and the town,” said Dan 
Reitz, a spokesman for the Ran- 
dolph County Emergency Man- 
agement Department. 

Engineers had hoped the in- 
duced flooding would act as a 
buffer against fast-moving flows 
from levee breaks further to the 
north that threatened Prairie Du 
Rocher. 


Yeltsin disproves rumours of poor health 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin flew Wednes- 
day to the site of the largest tank 
battle in history, hoping to recap- 
tore the political battleground 
from his opponents. 

Mr. Yeltsin also was fighting 
rumours of ill health as he 
traveled to the central Russian 
city of Orel for the 50th 
anniversary of the Soviet victory 
over the Nazis in tiie Battle of 
Knrsk. 

Both of Mr. Yeltsin’s leading 
political rivals, Vice President 
Alexander Rntskoi and parlia- 
ment Chairman Ruslan Knasbu- 
latov, have visited the battleg- 
round ia recent days. Some . 
13,000 tanks and self-propelled 
guns clashed in the epic battle in 
July and August 1943, and the 
Soviet victory helped turn the 
tide of World War II. 

Speaking to veterans and local 
officials Tuesday, Mr. Kbasbula- 
ttiV used patriotic rhetoric to de- 
nounce the sweeping soda] and 
economic changes that Mr. Yelt- 
sin has brought to Russia. 

Few who took part in the 
battle back then could have im- 
agined that the very notion of 
fidelity to the fatherland would 


someday , be an object of mock- 
ery,” Mr. Khasbulatov said. 


Patriotism has also been a po- 
tent political weapon for Mr. 
Rutskoi, a retired general and 
hero of the Soviet war in Afgha- 
nistan. The rebellious vice presi- 
dent has repeatedly accused Mr. 


Yeltsin's administration of 
weakening the army and the 
military-industrial complex. 

Mr. Yeltsin sounded a confi- 
dent note as be left Moscow for 
Orel, telling reporters that the 
process of drafting a new Russian 
constitution was “progressing at a 
good pace.” Critics contend the 
draft constitution is becoming 
mired in debate in provincial 
legislatures across the country. 

Mr. Yeltsin also assured repor- 
ters that “the state of my health is 
excellent,” the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomyrdin called 
Tuesday for decisive action 

against “criminal” elements in 
the Caucasus dispute between 
North Ossetia ana Ingushetia. 

The warning came three days 
after the assassination of Viktor 
Polyanichko. head of the region’s 
provisional state-of-cmergency 
administration in the disputed re- 
gion of Prigorodny. 

‘ The Russian head- of the local 
garrison , General Anatoly 
Koretski, was also killed in the 
attack by unidentified gunman, as 
were several bodyguards. The 
attack was a severe blow to Rus- 
sian authority in the region. 

In a statement, Mr. Yeltsin ami 
Mr. Chernomyrdin called on tiie 
defence, interior and .security 
ministers to “launch decisive op- 
erations to eliminate criminal 


conflict” 

They should “cut all arms de- 
livery routes and prevent com- 
batants from entering North 
Ossetia and Ingushetia,” the 
statement said. 

Moscow has struggled since last 
autumn to maintain order in the 
volatile northern Caucasus, 
where Qssets and Ingush are 
fighting over Prigorodny, once 
Ingush territory but transferred 
toNorth Ossetia by Stalin in 

Some 10,000 Russian troops 
have already been deployed in 
the region. 

The statement also called for 
all measures necessary to be 
taken “to ensure that tiie crimin- 
als responsible for tiie assassina- 
tion of the head of the provisional 
administration in I'forth Ossetia 
md Ingushetia, Victor Polyanich- 
ko, be found and ’ brought to 
justice.” 



groups and to seize ail arms in 
drculatic 


ition illegally in die area of 


defend the Tajik border against 
armed Islamic extremists but will 
not let its soldiers die if the Tajik 
government and opposition re- 
fuse to open peace talks. . 

^Russia has several times urged 
the Tajik Communist govern- 
ment to negotiate with the Ida- 
nuc opposition. A polity “found- 
ed on intolerance and 
sigeance can on! 
bloodshed,” Mr. 
an interview. 


Jailed mafia boss 

cooks own meals 
to avoid poisoning 


PALERMO, Italy (R) — T *“ 
mafia’s reputed boss of bosses 

— nTntn” 


Salvatore ‘‘Toro” Riina, captured 
after 23 years on the run, cooks 
his own meals because, the au- 
thorities fear he 
poisoned if given prison food^lus 
Gwver said. Mr. Rnna’s counsel 
Mario Griflo said ^ client was 
being held in a wmdowless cell 
and was allowed no physical con- 
tact. ‘Tve only been able to 
shake his hand once and that was 
soon after his arrest,” the lawyer 
told Renters in an interview. Be- 
fore Mr. Riina was captured m 
Palermo on Jan. 15, he was twice 
sentenced in bis absence to life 
imprisonment and is accused of 
ordering hundreds of murders. 




Scientist to sell 
human smells with 
sex appeal 


COVENTRY, England (R) — A 
British scientist plans to recreate 
and market a range of human 
smells with sex appeal. British 
biochemist George Dodd said he 
had identified human sex pheT- 
omones — aromatic molecules 
produced by glands in the face, 
arm p it and groin — wta’chconld 
be used as a special ingredient in 
perfumes. Dodd, director of the 
Institute of Olfactory Research at 
Warwick University in central 
England, said his research sug- 
gested there could be up to 50 sex 
pheromones that play a major 
part in the process of sexual 
attraction. He said he planned to 
make synthetic versions of the 
pheromones and sell them. “The 
phert)mones can play a significant 


role in the attraction process or in 


a person’s first encounter with 
potential partner," he said. “Vi- 
sion dominates and the sound of a 
voice plays a part, but smell 
comes into play too. Smell can be 
decisive in whether the project is 
abandoned. It can make the vital 
difference.” 


Smoking banned 
In Los Angeles 
restaurants 


intran- 
more 
v said in 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Smokers who Might up in Los 
Angeles’ 7,000 restaurants now 
face a fine of up to $250, while 
.restaurant owners who turn a 
’^Wind.eye coiddgojo jail. Uqden 
a pew law which took effect 
Monday, Los Angeles became 
the largest U.S. city to complete- 
ly ban smoking in restaurants. 
The law had originally been due 
to take effect July 26. but a group 
of restaurant owners backed by 
the tobacco industry presented a 
petition signed by 96,000 people 


calling for a referendum bn the*, 
issue. Gty officials then ruledP 


that many of the signatures were 
invalid, so the law could be im- 
plemented immediately. Diners 
who smoke will face a fine of 
between $50 and $250, while res- 
taurant owners who let them face 
six months in jail and a $1,000' 
fine. 


Filipino health 
department 
discovers 
3 fake doctors 


MANILA (AP) — A recent gov- 
ernment call for volunteer doc- 
tore to serve in remote 


areas 


revealed three fakers and 21 wht^ 


had some training but no license, 
the health secretary has said. 
Juan Flavier told a news confer- 
ence Tuesday that the unqualified 

JE? ^ applicants who 
filed for posting to the Philip- 
E- 2 * doctor -less towns. He 
“was bad been without 
an assigned doctor for at least 10 
y^lfie Health Depart 
ottered a tempting package of 
compensation for doctwTwfllmg 
for these ^filled pol 
2“ c ® n, pensation is much 
more than the salaries and alio- 

2? t doctors in gov- 
ernment hospitals and in some 
pnvate clinics. A doctor fati£ 

to 24,000 pesos ($592 to 
a month. ■ 


Battery-less smoke 
alarm saves man 
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Princess Hay a leads Jordan’s 
team at Lattakia championship 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lata- 
fcia equestrian championship 
opened Wednesday afternoon 
with the participation of teams 
from Lebanon, Egypt, Qatar, 
Greece, Syria and Jordan. 

Her Royal Highnes Princess 
Haya Bint A1 Hussein will be 
leading the Jordanian team 
W throughout the three-day com- 
petition. The Kingdom’s team 
also includes Hard Bisharat, 
Ra’ad Naser, Muna Sukhtian, 
Omar Bibi and Lama Man- 

sour. 

This is the second year the 
Jordanian equestrian team 
takes part in this cham- 
pionship, which is held as part 
of the Latakia Love and peace 
Festival which also indudes 



cultural activities and a para- 
chuting contest. 


Top German stars return 
home for new season 


•Ians ^ u 

uige Jf. BONN (R) — German soccer 
app^j 1 J: fans, accustomed in recent years 
■e IWi “‘Vo their stars leaving to earn big 
Jman ^ raone y abroad, will welcome 
latic ^ 5011,(6 °f dieir favourite players 
lf t ■ ^ home when the new league sea- 

— son °P cns Friday. 

- , Home crowds will thrill to the 

skills of national players such as 
Lothar Matthaeus, Karlheinz 
0r V Rc^ Rieldc, Matthias Sammcr and 
at y in t Stefan Reuter and delight in old 
5 r «C6rqi! • favourites — Bemd Schuster and 
' he up -Andreas Brchme. 
play j , The trend is in stark contrast to 
cess of l when the Germans won the 
d he p|j^ World Cup. 

' e raons t Then most of the national team 
them were earning their living in Italy 
’tayaagg and any new rising Bundesliga 
°n proceg star was soon packing his bags to 
ipountcr s,- ^vn billions of lire in southern 
” he sad Europe, much to the disappoim- 
d the so® mcnt of club directors and fans, 
an, bar But the exodus has stopped, 
o.Smefic 501116 Germans in Italy 

;r the no. watched too many matches from 
i make V- * e stan ^s last season because 
r their rich clubs bad too many 
foreign players. 

With the 1994 World Cup 
looming at the end of the season, 
many realised they needed regu- 
lar games to make sure of their 
places in the German squad for 
the United States. 

The return of national ' team 
captain Matthaeus to Bayern 
Munich from Intern azionale 
Milan began the homeward trend 
at the start of last season. 

. By the middle of the season ■ 
:D tool t Borussia Dortmund had defender 
ngeles hr Reuter and midfielder Sammer 
ty tocos back in their ranks after spells in 
in resac Italy. The Ruhr Club also won 
.nally bet the race to snap up striker Riedle 
26. hour from Lazio in the closer season, 
lers tact The 33-year-old Schuster has 
tty prate returned after nearly 13 years in 
- 96,QQ0sr Spain to play out his days at 
cendumc: Bjwpr Leverkusen and Brehme 
^ ^^c.’Wes home after five years in 

jinuniiB" Ita, y S P ain 10 P Ia y for his 
,-Vn.iUir former dub Kaiserslautern. 

German League soccer has 


snned 

lies 


:S (AH 
<ht up it 
estaurans 
to 0,1 
s who K 
to jail. L 


v could h' 
jiacrlr. t 


undergone many changes while 


if? they have been away. Four diffe- 
1 i rent ^ avc won eftam- 

0 ,et pionship in the past four seasons, 

3LTW 2 J n»oi* AvirlAnrak that th*» nlH Have 


Gear evidence that the old days 
of the dominant Bayern Munich 


were over. 

"The last few seasons have 
been the years of opportunity,” 
former national coach and 
Bayern vice-president Franz 
Beckenbauer said. “Any one of 
the top five dubs could have won 
the title. There are no really 
dominant teams.” 

This season again at least six 
dubs have strong enough squads 
to win the title, including cham- 
pions Werder Bremen, Bayem, 
Eintracht Frankfurt, Dortmund, 
VFB Stuttgart and Leverkusen. 

Bremen, who pipped Bayern to 
the crown on a dramatic final day 
last season, have avoided big 
purchases in the dose season. 

But their shrewd coach Otto 
Rehhagel is an expen in provid- 
ing the correct blend of youth and 
expe r ience. Vith talented Au- 
strian playtnker Andreas Herzog 
and striker Bemd Hobsch in their 
ranks, Werder are sure to remain 
a major force. 

Bayem, by contrast, are put- 
ting a lot of faith in their expen- 
sive new Colombian forward 
Adolfo Valenda after failing to 
sign Dutch star Ruud Gullit in the 
summer. 

UEFA Cup finalists Dortmund 
must be regarded as strong candi- 
dates with their line-up of Ger- 
man internationals and Swiss 
striker Stephane Cbapuisat. 

The arrival of flamboyant 
coach Dragoslav Stepanovic will 
boost Leverkusen’s hopes, espe- 
cially with experienced playmate-- 
er Schuster and new Brazilian 
midfielder Paulo Sergio in then- 
ranks. 

The stress of the more competi- 
tive Bundesliga seems to have 
had a negative impact on Ger- 
many’s performances in Europe 
in recent seasons, however. 

Despite the successes of beaten 
1993 UEFA Cup finalists Dort- 
mund and 1992 European Cup 
Winners’ Cup champions Bre- 
men, German clubs have failed to 
show the consistency of the past. 

After Stuttgart’s failure in the 
European Cup last season, Bre- 
men will be under pressure to 
ensure a Bundesliga side reaches 
the prestigious round robin semi- 
final groups stage. 
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Rominger closes in on Indurain 

LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — Swiss rider Tony Rominger is closing m 
on triple Tour De France winner Miguel Indurain in the world 
rankings. 

Rominger, who came second in the tour after a highly suc cess ful 
season, has amassed 2,416 points to the Spaniard's 2.580. 

The other tour heroes have also seen a dramatic change in their 
world standings, with third placed Pole Zenon Jaskula swapping 90th 
p%fce for 28th and Denmark’s Bjame Riis jumping 117 places to 62nd. 

Kominger’s up and coining compatriot Alex Zulle is a distant third 
with 1,742 points. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HIASCH 
1SW TlAN MM, S*«n. Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
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Q.l — BoLh vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

♦AK 10875 AJ93 -62 *8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 . Pass 1 * Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you hid now? 

Q. 2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

W*AQ7 7AKQ MLJ654 -M3 
■ Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

«AQ10 :.A96 :QJ8 +8752 
Partner opens Lhe bidding with one 
spade- What do you respond? 


Q.-t — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*8653 K643 64 4Q95 

Partner open 8 the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4942 v AS >7432 4J1095 
Partner opens the bidding with a 
demand bid of two diamonds. What 
do you respond? 

Q.8 — East- West vulnerable. 
South you bold: 

4A109 ~ AQJ10S54 095 43 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 C Pass 2 0 Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 


as 


Van Almsick heads for 3rd gold 


SHEFFIELD (R) — Franziska 
Van Almsick confidently lined up 
ber third gold medal of the Euro- 
pean Swimming Championships 
by leading qualifiers for the 
women’s 200 metres freestyle fin- 
al Wednesday. 

The 15-year-old Berliner did 
not need to exert herself unduly, 
doing just enough to show she 
was in charge after collecting her 
first two gold medals in major 
senior championships in Tues- 
day's 100 metres freestyle and 
4x200 freestyle relay. 

Van Almsick, Olympic slver 
medallist in Barcelona, clocked 
2:01 .72 to lead qualifiers ahead of 
17-year-old Slovak Martina 
Moravcova and 1991 European 
bronze medallist Luminita Dob- 
rescu of Romania. 

Moravcova, silver medallist be- 
hind the German in the 100 frees- 
tyle, and Dobrescu touched equal 
first in their heat in 2:02.17. 

But there was no place in the 
final for defending champion 
Metre Jacobsen of Denmark, 
who finished ninth overall just 
0.04 of a second slower than the 
last qualifier. 

Elena Rudkovaskaya of Be- 
larus, Olympic 100 metres breast- 
stroke champion, pulled out of 
the women's 200 metres breast- 
stroke heats. 

Rudkovskaya, who won both 
European breaststroke titles in 



Hungarian Krisztina Egerszcgi’s powerful butterfly crawl helps her to 
qualify at the women’s 400 metres at the European Swimming 
Championships (AFP photo) 


1991, earlier told a Belarussian 
journalist she was not as fit as she 
bad been in Barcelona and was 
concentrating on tbe 100. 

Belgium’s Brigitte Becue in- 
stalled herself as favourite in 
Rudkovskaya’s absence, leading 
qualifiers by more than a second. 

Tamas Darnyi, Hungary's mul- 
tiple Olympic and world cham- 
pion, led the way in the men’s 400 
metres individual medley and 
looked a solid bet to win the title 
for the fourth time. 

Darnyi has won the 200 and 
400 individual medley in all the 
major championships he has en- 
tered since 1985. though be mis- 
sed the last European Cham- 


pionships in Athens in 1991 to 
concentrate on preparation for 
the Barcelona Olympics. 

World record bolder Darnyi, 
whose compatriots Karoly Gut- 
tler and Knsztina Egerszegj won 
golds Tuesday, clocked 4:19.32 to 
lead qualifiers ahead of Finland’s 
Jam Sievinen, who won his heat 
in 4:19.98. 

Olympic silver medallist Rafal 
Szukala of Poland led qualifiers 
for the men’s 100 metres butterfly 
in his bid to regain the tide he 
won in 1989. 

Defending champion Vladislav 
Kulikov of Russia cut it fine, 
qualifying seventh in 54.51 well 
behind SzukaJa’s 53.78. 


Close fight expected in 
New Zealand Rally 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (R) — Tbe big four rally teams meet 
for only the third time this year when (he rally of New Zealand starts 
in Auckland Thursday morning. 

Their clash in the eighth round of the World Championship comes 
at an important stage of the season, with Ford and Toyota running 
neck and neck in the series and the Subaru team saying it is ready for 
its first victory. 

Tbe Lancia team has not experienced its usual success so far this 
season, but lead driver Carlos Sainz feels at home ion New Zeland — 
he has won this event for the last three years driving Toyotas, on his 
way to world drivers’ titles in 1990 and 1992. 

Drivers say the rally should be very dose and they will have to 
drive flat-out the whole way. The smooth dirt roads — in particularly 
good condition this year — will be easy on the cars, so the drivers wifi 
have no need to tack off to conserve their machinery. 

“It will be 101 per cent all the way,” Toyota driver Didier Auriol 
(France) said. 

The Ford team says its Escort Cosworth is easier on tyres than the 
Toyota Celica, which should be an advantage on long stages like the 
tight, twisting Motu, expected to take more than 40 minutes to 
complete. 

The Subaru team led the Acropolis Rally in Greece two months 
ago before drivers Ari Vatanen (Finland) and Colin McRae 
(Scotland) crashed, and Vatanen predicted that bis team would be 
battling with tbe Toyota drivers for victory in New -Zealand. 

This- will- be Subaru ’s 1 Jecond-to-Iast World Chairipionstnp rally 
with its legacy before switching to the smaller Impreza. Still looking 
for its first World Championship win, the team is running three full 
works cars with the third in the bands of local driver Possu Bourne. 

Ford’s Mild Biasion (Italy) leads the drivers’ series with 66 points, 
followed by Juha KankkUnen (Finland, Toyota) on 63, Francois 
Delccour (France. Ford) on 55, Auriol on 47, Sainz and Markku 
Alen (Finland, Subaru) on 25 and McRae on 24. of these, only Alen 
is absent in New Zealand. 

Toyota is in front in the manufacturers’ series with 97 points, ahead 
of ford on 94, Lancia on 55, Mitsubishi on 47 and Subaru on 36. 

The rally stars in Auckland at 10 a.m. (2200 GMT Wednesday) and 
finishes back there at 2 p.m. (0200 GMT) Sunday after 36 special 
stages covering 579 km (360 miles). 

As wel as counting for both the world drivers' and manufacturers' 
championships, it is also the second round of tbe Asia-Pacific 
Championship, the first round of the Tasman Cup contested in 
Australia and New Zealand, and the final round of the New Zealand 
Championship. 


Careca leaves Brazilian squad 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Brazil's soccer team, struggling 
on the field and booed by Hsfrms, 
received another jolt Tuesday 
when World Cup veteran Careca 
left the squad. 

The 32-year-old forward said 
he is having personal problems 
and “lacked tbe right spirit neces- 
sary at this time to represent 
Brazil in World Cup competi- 
tion.” 

Careca, who this summer 
signed to play in Japan after six 
seasons with the Italian club 
Napoli, said he’d been consider- 
ing leaving for weeks before com- 
ing to the “mature decision." He 
left open the option of rejoining 
the Brazilian squad. 

“I wasn’t adding any spark to 
the team,” Careca said from his 
hometown of Campinas. 

Coach Carlos Alberto Parreira 
replaced him with Valdeir, a 
young forward from the French 
dub Bordeaux. 

Careca, whose given name is 
Antonio De Oliveira Filho, de- 
nied the Brazilian squad was 
panicking over the possibility of 
not qualifying for the 1994 World 
Cup. 

’Qualifying for the World Cup 
will come easy for this team 
despite problems and roster 
changes,” be said. 

Careca had been heavily criti- 
cized for sluggish play in Brazil's 
three World Cup qualifying 
matches. 

His departure comes a day 


after Zetti, a substitute goalkeep- 
er, was suspended by soccer’s rul- 
ing body for testing positive for 
cocaine after a World Cup quali- 
fier with Bolivia July 25. Parreira 
replaced him with Gilmar. 

“It’s absurd," Zetti said of tbe 
temporary suspension by FIFA. 
“I have never used drugs or taken 
any other substance prohibited by 
FIFA.” 

Team doctor Lidio Toledo cal- 
led the accusation “a joke.” 

Bolivia’s Migujel Angel Rira- 
ba, who was also suspended, and 
Zetti said they drank a legal tea 
made from coca leaves and other 
herbs, commonly used to reduce 
dizziness and nausea in the 
12,000-foot (4000-meter) altitude 
of La Paz. 

Dr. Eduardo De Rose, a mem- 
ber of the medical commission of 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee, said it was unlikely the tea 
would give a positive reading, 
even though it is tbe raw material 
for cocaine. 

“It bad to be something much 
stronger, he said. 

Brazil was a heavy favourite 
with Uruguay for the two World 
Cup berths in South America's 
Group B.The other three teams 
— Ecuador, Bolivia and Vene- 
zuela — were considered light- 
weights. 

But, inexplicably, Brazil’s play 
has been abysmal. It tied 
Ecuador 0-0, lost 2-0 to Bolivia 
and even looked bad in a 5-1 
victory over Venezuela. 


Dorovskikh 

faces 

possible 

4-year ban 

LONDON (R) — World 3.000 
metres champion Tatyana 
Dorovskikh faces a four-year ban 
after testing positive for a banned 
drug at an international athletics 
meeting in Budapest on June 15 
and will miss the World Cham- 
pionships. 

She is suspended pending a 
hearing by her national athletics 
federation which said Wednesday 
it would meet on August 25. Tbe 
Stuttgart World Championships 
start on August 14. 

Danil Gorodetsky, acting head 
of tbe Ukrainian Federation, 
said: “The federation cannot 
draw any final conclusions until 
the federation’s executive body 
meeting, which is dne on August 
25. Now we cannot say “yes” t or 
“no” about Dorovskikh’s fate. 

"This meeting will itself decide 
and she is expected to participate. 
We have informed the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion (IAAF) about this meeting,” 
he said in a telephone interview 
in Kiev. 

A spokesman for the IAAF 
said the 32-year-old Dorovskikh 
bad been informed of tbe test 
result. 

He said he could not name tbe 
drug involved but athletics 
sources said it was believed to be 
tbe anabolic steroid stanolozol. 

Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson 
was stripped of tbe 100 metres 
gold medal and tbe world record 
after testing positive for the same 
drug at the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

If the drug is a steroid Dorovs- 
kikh will be banned for four 
years. 

Gorodetsky said: “There was 
this in Budapest, we have this 
information... but earlier, before 
Budapest in the middle of June, 
Dorovskikh had five very impor- 
tant international competitions 
with serious testings — in Italy, 
Spain, France etc. There were no 
positive testings foe a banned 
drugs over there.” 

Dorovskikh 15 one of the 
greatest women middle distance 
runners of all time. 


Graf wins despite ai Iment 


CARLSBAD, California (AP) — 
Steffi Graf, complaining of dizzi- 
ness, withdrew from her doubles 
march Tuesday night after beat- 
ing Karine Quentrec 6-3, 6-3 in 
the Mazda Classic. 

The top-ranked woman player 
attributed her dizziness to 
“blocked jaw,” which she said 
arose more than a week ago and 
causes a feeling similar to a tooth- 
ache. She said she has been tak- 
ing a non-prescription pain reliev- 
er. 

With a scheduled day off 
Wednesday, she expected to play 
her next singles match Thursday. 

“I didn’t have a trace of this the 
last few days.” Graf said. “But I 
felt it a little before the match and 
a few times during the match.” 

The German star hadn’t played 
in two weeks since suffering an 
inflamed shoulder in a Federation 
Cup loss, but has recovered from 
that and from a sore foot that 
nagged her while sbe was winning 
Wimbledon. 

*Tve been able to practice 
hard,” Graf said. “I had to take 
some time off after Wimbledon, 
but for the last week neither the 
shoulder nor anything else 
hurt.” 

Graf started slowly before win- 
ning her last five games against 
Quentrec, ranked 86th in the 
world. Her doubles match was to 
follow. 

“I was affected a little bit by 
the pain,” Graf said. “I didn't 
concentrate as well and I was a 
little late on some shots.” 

Quentrec’s sene wasn’t over- 
powering, yet proved effective as 
sbe won five of her first six 
service games. 

Earlier in second-round play, 
qualifier Elena Likhovtseva, 
ranked 244th the world, beat No. 
8 seed Nathalie Tauziat 1-6, 7-6 
(7-5). 6-2. 

“This is my biggest win ever.” 
said Likhovtseva, 17, of Kazakh- 
stan. 

Two other seeds were ousted 
on the second day of the S375.000 
tournament. Germany’s Marketa 
Kochta beat No. 13 Kimberly Po 
6-3, 6-1 and Finland’s Nanne 
Dahl man topped No. 14 Angelica 
Gavaldon 6-4, 7-6 (7-4). 

In another second-round 
match, No. 5 Magdalena Maleeva 
beat Rosana De Los Rios, the 
top-ranked junior player, 6-1, 6- 
0. 

In first-round play. No. 10 Gigi 
Fernandez beat Elena 
Brioukhovets 6-4, 6-4; No. 11 
Aim Grossman downed Natalia 
Baudone 6-0, 6-4 and No. 12 
Debbie Graham edged Maureen 
Drake 4-6. 7-6 (7-4), 6-3. 

Maleeva controlled play with a 
strong array of placement shots 
against De Los Rios, who has bad 
limited pro experience. 

“My goal is to do whatever I 
have to do at this tournament,” 
Maleeva said. “If I do my best, it 
will make me happy. If I do 
things the way that I have to do 
them, then 111 be right there.” 

Sampras breezes through 1st 
round 

In Los Angeles, Wimbledon 
champion Pete Sampras breezed 
to a 6-1, 6-2 victory over Andrew 
Sznajder of Canada Tuesday 
night in a first-round match at tbe 
$300,000 Volvo Tennis-Los 
Angeles men’s tournament. 

Sampras needed only 65 mi- 
nutes to beat Sznajder and set up 
a second-round match against 
Maurido Hadad of Colombia, 
who earlier etiminated Derrick 
Rostagno 6-1, 3-6, 6-4. 

In other first-round matches 
Tuesday, second-seeded Michael 
Sticfa overpowered Mikael Pern- 
fors 6-2, 6-4 just two days after 
Pernfors won the Canadian 
Open; fourth-seeded Richard 


International Community School 
P.O.Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 


B 


Now registering for September 1993 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the International Commun- 
ity. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support 
for non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and 
music. P.E. and drama are taught by specialists right 
through the school. French and Arabic are also offered. 
The school provides a pleasant stimulating environment 
— care is taken to meet the needs of each individual child. 
Visits encouraged. 

The school Is open every Monday morning, 9 
a.m.- 12 noon, throughout, July and August. Get 
further details by Tel.: 841070, Fax: 847109 
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Steffi Graf 



Pete Sampras 

Krajicek of the Netherlands eli- 
minated Gianluca Pozti of Italy 
7-6, 6-3; fifth-seeded Alexander 
Volkov of Russia beat Brian 
MacPhie 6-2, 6-3; Aaron Krick- 
stein upset No. 6 Wayne Ferreira 
of South Africa 4-6, 6-0, 6-3; No. 
8 Brad Gilbert rallied for a 3 t 6„ 
7-6, 6-2 victory over Luiz Mattar 
of Brazil; Jason Stoltenberg of 
Australia outlasted Byron Black 
of Zimbabwe 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, and 
Patrick McEnroe beat Jacco 
Eltingh of the Netherlands 7-5, 
6-3. 

Sampras, known for his big 
serve, bad eight aces against 
Sznajder while being aced five 
times himself. 

“There are a lot of big servers 
here,” Sampras said. “I didn’t hit 
my first serve that well tonight, 
but my second serve did OK.” 

Sampras said he would have 
preferred to play three sets 
against Sznajder because he 
needs the work as he prepares for 
the U.S. Open, which starts Aug. 
30. 

Stich needed just 67 minutes to 
eliminate Pernfors, who beat Jim 


Courier, Volkov and Petr Korda ‘ ‘ 
en route to winning the Canadian 
Open. 

Stich. of Germany, ranked'; 
sixth in the world, had 1 1 aces in ' 
his convincing victory. 

Pernfors. ranked 37th in the 3 
world, took the defeat calmly.- - 

“He never really let me into - 
the match.” Pernfors said. “Last 
week. 1 played the best tennis of-’ 
my career. 'Hopefully, it’ll keep' 
up my motivation. I had pretty- 
good confidence coming into this-, 
tournament. When he really,* 
needed to win the points, he *, 
turned it up a notch.” 

Krickstein, who won the Volvo 
tournament in 1989. won nine, 
straight games after losing the ' 
first set to Fenreira. The players- 
then split the next six games;, 
giving Krickstein the match. 

Ivanisevic advances In Philips •• ■ 
Head Cup 

In ‘iGtzbuehel, Austria, No. 1 . 
seed Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia ^ 
defeated Maroos-Aurelio Gorriz', 
of Sp • 6-4 Tuesday to . 

advani :• the $400,000 Philips ' 
Head V- men’s tennis touniar_- 
ment. 

Ivan is c, who drew a first- 
round bye. said he was satisfied 
with his first match in Kitzbuehel, 
especially with his volley, which . , 
he described zs “surprisingly _■ 
good.” He added that the quick 
surface at Kitzbuehel suited him 
wefl. 

• flayer will meet,, 

e. nrini of Argen- - , 

ti. - . . .llzbuehel last . 

year or G.lbert Schaffer of Au- .. 
st in the third round. 

. lancini ousted Juan Gisbert of - 
Spun 7-6 (7-3), 6-3. 6-3. Scballer, ’ 
tf .• 15th seed, had a first-round 
bye. 


r FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT! 

Super deluxe. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon and dining room, 
separate entrance. Also an apartment with 1 bedroom and 
salon. All ground floor. 

Location*. Dahiat Al Rasheed. opposite the Jordan Times. 

Tel: 601798 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe unfurnished second floor 

Deluxe villa, second independent floor in a villa, consisting of 
three bedrooms, sitting room, salon, maid room. Located near 
Pizza Hut, Mecca Street. Umm Al Summaq Al Janc.:bi. Suitable 
for diplomatic and U.N. staff. 

Please call tel. 821501 after 8 a.m. 


GOLD f f f 

OUR PRICES SAME 

It seems not for long ! 
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Amra Hotel Shops. Amman 
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Cinema * Tel.: 6/7420 


Cinema Tel.: 699238 

CONCORD 


PLAZA 

HUDSON HAWK 

Shows: 12-JO. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam 
in 


Wfad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


| Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


1NDOCHINE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:15. « p.m- 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabd AI Mashini Theatre 


'For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Attesstnation of Hanthalwfr 
by artist Saeed Bitar 

Stavs MftUm SrfvOy, Jmb 4 Hd 5 e &31 6A 

Plane book seats ia advaace 


Nabil & Hisham's Te, - : 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


THE THEATRE IS CLOSED 

because the “Welcome Arab Summ.: play is 
being presented at the Palace v '!. -£■ at 
8:30 p.m., Monday and Tuesday - . L 3. 
Tickets available at the Palace or juhjre. 


1 
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Five hurt 
in Baghdad 
bomb 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
■ car bomb blamed by Iraq on “Ira- 
nian agents" exploded outside a 
hospital in central Baghdad on 
Wednesday, injuring five people, 
onejrf them seriously, officials 
said. 

An Information Ministry state- 
ment blamed “agents supervised 
by the Iranian regime*' for the 
attack, using official jargon for 
members of the Shi'ite Muslim 
opposition, some of which are 
based in Tehran. 

Wednesday's blast was the first 
in Baghdad since December 
1991, when a caibomb blew up 
outside the Sheraton hotel 
wounded an employee. 

The booby-trapped Volk- 
swagen taxi exploded outside the 
Ibn A 1 Bitar hospital in the A1 
Salihya neighbourhood and not 
far from a telephone exchange 
and the radio and television cen- 
tre. 

A 25-year-old man was wound- 
ed in the chest and stomach and 
underwent an emergency opera- 
tion. Four other passers-by were 
slightly hurt by frying glass, said 
Rajah Abud Al Kaabi, a doctor 
of the A1 Karamah hospital 
where the casualties, ail men, 
were taken. 

One of the injured, FazU Kha- 
laf, who was selling tyres on the 
pavement near the blast, told 
AFP: ‘T didn't see the car. I 
thought it was an American mis- 
sile.” 

The blast damaged cars belong- 
ing to the hospital and shattered 
windows in nearby apartment 
blocks. It gouged a three-metre 
hole in the wall around the hos- 
pital. 

State-television showed the re- 
mains of the taxi as well as the 
deception area of the hospital 
littered with glass as dty workers 
quickly moved to dear the debris. 

The attack “dearly proves the 
political bankruptcy and the pri- 
minal attitude of those who car- 
ried it out.” the Information 
Ministry said. 

“They are forgetting that 
88,GC r J tonnes of American 
bombs (during the Gulf war) 
failed to weaken the Iraqi peo- 
ple's resolve to protea Iraq. 

Iraq marks on Sunday the fifth 
anniversary of the end of its 
eight-year war with Iran with 
ceremonies planned across Bagh- 
dad. 


Lebanese army U.N. team finishes Iraq camera work 


tightens security 
control in south 


Combined agency dispatches 

BEIRUT — Lebanese troops 
tightened security in South Leba- 
non Wednesday in what diplo- 
mats said was a blow to the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God) after last week’s Israeli 
blitz. 

Diplomats said Beirut was us-> 
ing the Israeli assault on die 
south, which weakened popular 
support for Hizbollah, to revive 
the army’s role. 

The Lebanese government and 
United Nations are discussing 
bow to send Lebanese troops to 
secure battered 70 frontline vil- 
lages lacing Israel’s self-declared 
border “security zone.” 

Israel received “understand- 
ings” Hizbollah would stop firing 
rockets into north Israel as part of 
the ceasefire which took effect on 
Saturday after 500,000 civilians 
fled the onslaught. 

About 150 people, mainl y civi- 
lians, were killed and more than 
600 were wounded by the Israeli 
bombardments. 

Military sources said troops 
were patrolling round the dock m 
many villages induding those on 
the Iqlim AJ Toufafa mountain 
ridge, a Hizbollah bastion blasted 
by the Israeli guns. 

Troops had confiscated dozens 
of sidearms and rifles from Hiz- 
bollah and other guerrillas after 
the government revived an old 
decree cancelling gun permits 
across the country. 

“Any person with a weapon on 
him will have it confiscated no 
matter to which group he be- 
longs,” a military source said. 

‘The army is on patrol to 
safeguard people’s property so 
chaos does not prevail.” 

The diplomats said the govern- 
ment was trying to capitalise on 
most villagers demands that 
troops take over their areas. 

The United Nations and 
Lebanese army have assigned ex- 
pert officers to map out a plan for 
deploying Lebanese troops next 
to U.N. peacekeepers in South 
Lebanon, military sources said. 

Outstanding issues include 
how, when and where the 
Lebanese troops would deploy, 
and who would be in command in 
situations involving both forces. 

“The deployment of the 
Lebanese army in the south is 


aimed at curbing anarchy, not 
resistance against the Israeli 
occupation,” Prime (Minister 
Rafik Hariri said in an interview 
published Wednesday by the in- 
dependent Beirut daily. A1 
Nahar. 

Mr. Hariri has said guerrilla 
warfare to drive Israel out of the 
“security zone” was legitimate, 
bat the government did not 
approve of firing Katyusha rock- 
ets across the border. 

Parliament Speaker Nabih Ber- 
ri, who heads’ the Syrian- 
supported Shi'ite Amal militia m 
South Lebanon, declared in a 
television interview Tuesday 
night that he supported the 
Lebanese army deployment 

Mr. Beni, whose militiamen 
often clashed with Hrzbollah's 
fighters and have claimed attacks 
on the Israeli troops, said, “I 
don't mind placing Lebanese 
tro ops a ssigned to service in the 
UNlFIL zone under U.N. com- 
mand.” 

The government has not issued 
a statement on that issue. 

Ax an Arab League meeting on 
the Lebanon crisis in Damascus 
last week, Mr. Hariri stressed the 
need for finan cial assistance to 
rebuild and equip the army to 
revive its role in the smith. 

Mr. Hariri also sought for Arab 
aid to rebuild an estimated 30,000 
bouses destroyed or damaged by 
tee Israeli offensive. 

“What happened in the south 
helped the government in a way, 
by paving tee way for the army 
deployment. People blame Hiz- 
bollah, even if indirectly, for the 
damage of their homes,” a 
Lebanese diplomat said. 

“Now they are taming to the 
state to help them. They want 
state authority there more than 
ever,” he said. “If we don’t help 
the people it would create a big 
political problem.” 

Syria has the power to prevent 
Hizbollah militias firing rockets 
at northern Israel, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told the 
German magazine Stem. 

“There is absolutely no doubt 
that the weapons which Hizbollah 
is firing at Israel come to South 
Lebanon from Iran via Syria. If 
the Syrians wanted to, they could 
stop the arms supplies,” he told 
Stem. 


Baghdad not interested in one-time oil sale now, Ghali tells U.N. ^ 

Combined agency dispatches Under a July 19 agreement tion of anonymity, said Dr. Ghali 1990 invar 

between the United Nations and briefed the ambassadors of the gasea ^ •? has ^ uSC< j wide^ 

BAGHDAD — U.N. weapons Iraq, the surveiUanoe cameras United States, Britain, France so hardships for the Iraqi 

inspectors have finished installing will not be activated until high- and Russia about the oil sales spreaa States its 

su^eUlance cameras^ at two Iraqi tevel technical ^between the Tte^Y- JEKb* that Iraq comply with 


“ 7 Demjanjuk’J 

hopes to be f 
back in 


BAGHDAD — U.N. weapons 
inspectors have finished installing 
surveillance cameras at two Iraqi 
missile test sites and are prepar- 
ing to leave Baghdad at the end 
of a “successful” mission, team 
leader Bill Eckert said Wednes- 
day. 

Iraq initially refused to allow 
the cameras to be installed, pro- 
voking U.S. threats of military 
action before a compromise deal 
was worked out with the United 
Nations. 

“We have completed all the 
programme of work that we had 
planned with our Iraqi counter- 
parts,” Mr. Eckert said, adding 
that be and the other U.S. col- 
leagues would be leaving Iraq 
Thursday. 

“The mission has been very 
successful... It was an excellent 
visit,” he added. 

Before leaving, the team was 
expected on Wednesday to moni- 
tor a missile firing at the Yawm 
AI Azhn site south of Baghdad, 
where three surveillance cameras, 
have been set up. Three other' 
cameras were installed in Rafah. 

The two sites are located some 
60 kilometres south of Baghdad. 


between the United Nations and 
Iraq, the surveiUanoe cameras 
will not be activated until high- 
level technical talks between the 
two parties are held in late Au- 
gust or early September in New 

The discussions are to focus on 
long-term control of Iraqi dis- 
armament and Iraq’s compliance 
with relevant U.N. resolutions. 

The U.N. Special Commission 
for disarming Iraq has said it 
plans to increase me number of 
experts based in Baghdad. They 
will inspect the sites at least once 
a week between tests to deter- 
mine whether any tests took place 
without Iraq previously notifying 
the United Nations. 

By installing long-term controls 
on Iraq, the United Nations is 
seeking to assure that Baghdad, 
which no longer has weapons of 
ma« destruction, will not be able 
to build new ones. 

At the U.N., Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali quoted as 
saying Iraq was no longer in- 
terested in limited sales of $1.6 
trillion in oil, but wants to sell ofl 
freely once all sanctions are 
lifted. 

Diplomats, speaking on condi- 


briefed the ambassadors of the 
United States, Britain, France 
and Russia about the oil sales 
Tuesday. 

He told them that Iraq appeals 
to believe that all sanctions could 
be lifted soon, the diplomats said. 
That would eliminate the need 
for negotiations on an exemption 
to the trade embargo to allow a 
limited oil sale so Iraq could 
purchase humanitarian supplies. 

The Western diplomats said 
Dr. Ghali and the ambassadors 
agreed that sanctions would not 
swiftly be lifted and urged Iraq to 
resume talks on a limited oil sale. 


Iraqi diplomats were not un- ‘sites. 


allies insist that Iraq comply wun 
ceasefire term ending the Gun 
war — induding elimination of 
destruction weapons and 
recognising the border with 
Kuwait — in order to get the 
sanctions Kited. 

After the oil talks were sus- 
pended, Iraq made a major con- 
cession by apparently agreeing to 
long-term weapons monitoring- 
Iraq also agreed to allow the 
installation of the cameras at test 


mediately available for comment. 

Talks on oQ sales were sus- 
pended July 14 when the Iraqi 
delegation said it needed to re- 
turn to Baghdad for instructions. 
They have not been rescheduled. 

U.N. officials said Tuesday 
that they were ready to resume 
the talks at any time. 

At Tuesday’s meeting with the 
ambassadors, Dr. Ghali relayed 
the contents of a letter received 
last week from Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Saeed Al 
Sabaf. The letter has not been 
released. 


Talks on monitoring and other 
outstanding issues between Iraq 
and the United Nations are to 
begin in late August. 

Diplomats said Iraq apparently 
believes that these concessions on 
monitoring will make it easier to 
get the sanctions removed. 

Iraqi Ambassador to Austria 
Rahim Al Kftal told the Standard 
newspaper Wednesday that Iraq 
expects the United Nations trade 
embargo against it to be relaxed 
because it has met most of the 
conditions laid down by the U.N. 


Tapes show sheikh knew of ‘plots’ 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Government transcripts show 
that Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man talked with his followers 
about the merits of targetting 
various buildings in an appa- 
rent guerrilla bombing plot, 
the New York Times reported 
Wednesday. 

Eleven of the sheikh's fol- 
lowers are charged with con- 
spiring to bomb the United 
Nations building, the federal 
building which houses the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) and the Lincoln 
and Holland tunnels connect- 
ing New York with New Jersey 
under the Hudson River. 

The transcript records a May 
23 meeting in which the blind 
sheikh responds to questions 
from a government informer, 
Em ad Salem. The Times said 
several other men were pre- 
sent, induding Siddig Ib rahim 
Siddig Ali — a prime suspect in 
the plot. 

Asked by Mr. Salem if the 


United Nations was the “hosue 
of the devil” and could be a 
target for “action,” the sheikh 
replied: “It is not forbidden 
(by Mami e law). But it will put 
the Muslims in bad light.” 

“Think of something else 
because the U.N. is considered 
to be the centre for peace. 
People will say that Muslims 
are a gains t peace,” the sheikh 
said. 

Mr. Salem then asked the 
sheikh for his opinion about 
making a target of the. FBI 
centre in central Manhattan. 
“By God, it needs to be stu- 
died,'' the cleric said. 

The tapes, mostly in Arabic, 
have been translated by the 
government, the Tunes said. 

The word “bombing” is nev- 
er used in the conversations. 
But lawyers involved in the 
case say it is dear that Mr. 
Salem was referring to the plot 
to bomb four New York City 
targets that was foiled by 
federal agents in June, the 


report said. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman is in 
prison awaiting a decision on 
his appeal against expulsion 
from the United States on the 
grounds that he entered illegal- 
ly while on a banned list. 

Egypt has' asked for his ex- 
tradition for trial in connection 
with riots that occurred while 
be lived there. 

The tapes show informant 
Salem took an active role in 
planning the bombing, a fad 
defence lawyers are likely to 
seize on to prove their clients 
were entrapped. 

Transcripts of the tapes were 
broadcastr by ABC nerws on 
Monday and their acc ur acy 
was confirmed by defence 
lawyers on Tuesday. 

The recordings could torpe- 
do the government’s case, a 
lawyer for two defendants said. 

“We were ecstatic, absolute- 
ly ecstatic,” said attorney Ron 
Kuby. 

Mr. Kuby and other defence 


lawyers say the tapes could 
help them prove the govern- 
ment tricked their clients into 
unwittingly becoming part of 
the alleged conspiracy. 

The tapes take “a case that 
from the government's stand- 
point looked foolproof and tor- 
pedo it,” said Mr. Kuby, who 
along with William Kims tier 
represents defendants Ibrahim 
Al Gabrowny, 42, of Brooklyn 
and Siddig Ibr ahim Siddig AH, 
32, of Jersey CSty, New Jersey. 
Both are charged with con- 
spiracy in the bomb plot. 

Mr. Gabrowny also was 
charged with obstruction of 
justice and false passports 
stemming from the mvestiga- 
tion of the Feb. 26 World 
Trade Centre explosion that 
killed six people. 

“Fm dying to hear those 
tapes,” said Andrew Patel, 
another lawyer. “It was kind of 
amazing that the tapes were 
made.” 


Ohio soon » 

TEL AVIV (AP) — John Dentt. 
ianjnfc was in good s pl nt*_j- 
Wednesday after he anng -cjfe. 
Israel Radio’s morning newsthst^ 
a U.S. appeals court ruled hcg~ 
should be released by Israel 
returned to the United States, 
son said. „ 

“He was very happy, 
ianiuk’s son, John Jr., told ttejv 
Associated Press after - vumagb^ 
father in his cell. "He is mat^ 
much closer to going homc.^ yj 

Demjanjuk wfll remain ]a3ed ^- 
in Israel at least until Aug. 11* foe^ 
day Israeli prosecutors will tefl-g- 
the supreme court whether They^* 
want to try Irina on new Nazi war 
crimes dirges, Israeli 
said. 

Israeli Nazi hunter Efranri^v 
Zuroff said he planned to submit?^ 
new documents to the high court jL , 
Thursday to back allegations that’"- ■ 
tile retired Ohio auto worker was— < 
a war criminal. _ " 

“We will leave no stone 
turned in our efforts to see that .' 
tiife c rimin al wfll be forced to pay _ 
for his crimes,” he said. ' ; £ s -~ 1 

Last week, the supreme court. _■ 
overturned DemjanjoJc’s 1988 i 
conviction and death sentence, 
saying there was reasonable--- 1 
doubt he was a guard at the ■ j 
Trebhnka camp. 

The court said there was con-* i 
vindng proof Demjanjuk was a . 
guard at another camp, Sobvboi^ /- 
but stopped short of conviction 
because the charge was not cafe . ? 1 
tnin«ri in tiie original inffictment 
and Demjanjuk did not haveja^- ■ 
rhanre to defend hims elf. 

The court recommende ff^j j 
against a new trial on the Sobjbora|#i 
charges in view of the lengti^f; 
legal proceedings against Dem-T J 
janjuk in Israel, ness reports 
here also said the court lacked^ 
evidence of what he did at Sobt-~~ 
bor beyond serving as a guard. 

Demjanjuk, stripped of hh;; 
U.S. citizenship in 1981 for lying , 
about his alleged Nazi past, was 
set to be deported for his native - 
Ukraine last Snnday. 

But hours before his scheduled 
departure, another supreme 
court panel ruled that Demjanjuk 
must remain in Israel for at least 
10 more days to give Israeli pro- .. 
seentors timp. to consader_trying. ' 
him on the Sotribor allegations. - 


Poll shows dipping Palestinian support for peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A survey among Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip released Wednesday indicated a marked 
drop in support for the peace talks with Israel. 

Some 43 per cent of those questioned backed the negotiations, 
down from 60 per cent in February. Another 50 per cent thought 
the Palestinians should withdraw from the negotiations, np front 35 
per cent who held such a view in February. 

— The poll was conducted July Z7-29 among 1,476 Palestinians, 
with a margin of error of three per cent. It was commissioned by 
Western television networks and carried out by the Jerusalem 
Media and Communications Centre, a private Palestinian periling 
group. 

Ghassan Khatib, a member of the Palestinian negotiating team 
; and head of the centre, said the main conclusion of the poll were: 

— The majority of Palestinians are not convinced of continuing 
■ negotiations under the Madrid formula and demand that negotia- 
tions should stop. 

— The vast majority support democratic reform within the 
structure of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

— While the number is not over half in support of a Jordaraan- 
Palestinian confederation, there is a marked increase in support of 
the concept when compared with earlier studies which tapped the 
support. 

“It cannot be taken as an abstract number,” Dr. Khatib said. 

. — There is a decrease in the support of nationalist forces. This 
decrease is not necessarily turning over to the Islamist forces, 
except for a small percentage. 

In fact a significant percentage is saying it wants another option 
different from the nationalists and Islamists. 

“This is where the people are moving,” Dr. Khatib said. 
Following are the details of the poll’s findings made available to 
the Jordan Tunes: 

METHODOLOGY 

A random sample of 1,476 Palestinians, over the age of 18, was 
.interviewed throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip on July 
27/28/29, 1993. The interviews were conducted by Jerusalem Media 
and Communications Centre (JMCC) in cooperation with CNN and 
RTL4 Dutch TV on Aug. 2, 1993, on a face-to-face basis with 
people who visited general service offices in the main towns to fill 
o'ut application forms for their identity cards, travel documents, 
birth registrations, etc. 

.. In the West Bank, 885 questionnaires were received from the 
following major areas: Jenin, Tulkarem, Qalqilia, Nablus. RamaL 
lah, Hebron, East Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Jericho. In the Gaza - 
.-Strip, 591 questionnaires were received from Gaza, Khan Younis 
-and Rafah areas. 

; The margin error is plus or minus 3 per cent with a confidence 
.level of 95 per cent. 

SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION 

-60.0 per cent of the respondents were from the West Bank 
40 .0 per cent from the Gaza Strip 
-24.7 per cent said they live in villages 
.30.6 per cent in refugee camps 
44.6 per cent in towns/rities 
■76.6 per cent were male 
<-23.4 per cent were female 

66A per cent were married/ 30.6 per cent single/ 2.1 per cent 
’widowed/ 0.8 per cent divorced ... . 

•The average age of the respondents- wdi3Z yean ' 

OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENTS 

.Students 10.4 per cent 
:-Waged labourers 12.4 per cent 
' Housewives 6.9 per cent 
Employees 21.1 per cent 
Merchants 7:8 per cent 


Fanners 2.1 per cent 
Craftsmen 17.0 per cent 

Doctors/Lawyere/Pharaaasts/Engincers 13.8 per cent 
Unemployed 73 per cent 
Retired 1.3 per cent 


OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY: 

1 Do yon support the idea of a Palestinian- Jor danian confedera- 
tion as the final settlement? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


40.9 per cent 
51.7 per cent 
07.4 per cent 


2 Do yon support the contin u ation of the current peace negotia- 
tions based on the Madrid formula? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


37.5 per cent 
55.9 per cent 

06.5 per cent 


3 Do you support endir 
withdrawal from the talks 


ending the negotiations and a Palestinian 
talks? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


50.1 per cent 
43.7 per cent 

06.1 per cent 


4 Do you think there is a need for democratic reform in the PLO? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


87.7 per cent 

06.5 per cent 

05.6 per cent 


5 What do you think should be the final settlement for Jerusalem? 

a. An open undivided dty and a capital for two 12.4 per cent 
states 

b. A divided dty and a capital for two states 32.9 per cent 

c. An international open dty under international 

administration 20.4 per cent 

d. Other. Please specify 34.2 per cent 


6 Who do you trust more to lead you out of the current situation? 

a. National movements 51.9 per cent 

b. Islamic movements 24.1 per cent 

c. Others 23.9 per cent 


7 What do you think of general strikes? 

a. Calls for general strikes should stop 

b. General strike days should be reduced 

c. Strike days should increase 

d. Number of strike days is suitable 


STRIP: 



24.5 per cent 

35.8 per cent 

05.5 per cent 

33.9 per cent 


1 Do you support the idea of a Palestinian-Jordanian confedera- 
tion as, the final settlement? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


37.5 per cent 
58-8 per cent 
03-7 per cent 


2 Do you snpp o it the continuation of the current peace negotia- 
tions based on the Madrid formula? 

Yes 38.4 per cent 

No 583 per cent 

No opinion 03 3 per cent 

the negotiations and a Palestinian 


3 Do yon s up p or t ending 
withdrawal from the talks? 

Yes 

No 

No opinion 


49.2 per cent 

46.4 per cent 

04.4 per cent 


4 Do you flunk there is a need for democratic reform in the PLO? 
Yes 863 per cent 

No 083 per cent 

No opinion 05.4 per cent 


5 What do yon think should be the final settlement for Jerusalem? 

a. An open undivided dty and a capital for two stats 10.2 per cent 

b. A divided dty and a capital for two states 29.5 per cent 

c. An interaatioanl open aty under international. 4 per cent 

a d min istration 36.9 per cent 

d. Other. Please specify 


6 Who do you trust more to lead you out of the current situation? 

a. National movements 54.6 per ccm ■ 

b. Islamic movements 28.1 per cent 

c. Others 173 per cent 


7 What do you tfcmk of general strikes? 
1 Cafls for general strte shouM stop 

b. Good strike days shook! be redoced 

c. Strike days staid increase 

d. Nnaber of strike days is suitable 


17.4 per cest 
403 per- cert 
06.0 per cest 

36.4 percent 


WEST BANK (INCLUDING ARAB JERUSALEM): 

1 Do you support the idea of a Palestinian-Jordanian confedera- 
tion as the final settlement? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


43.1 per cent 

47.1 per cent 
09.7 per cent 


2 Do you support die continuation of the current peace negotia- 
tions based on the Madrid formula? 


Yes 

■No 

No opinion 


37.0 per cent 
54.4 per cent 
073 per cent 


3 Do you support ending the negotiations and a Palestinian 
withdrawal from the talks? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


50.7 per cent 
42.0 per cent 
073 per cent 


4 Do you think there is a need for democratic reform m the PLO? 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 


88.7 per cent 
05.4 per cent 
05.$ per cent 


5 What do you think should be the final settlement for Jerusalem? 

a. An open undivided dty and a capital for two 13.9 per cent 
Sates 

b. A divided dty and a capital for two states353 per cent 

c. An international open dty under international 18.4 per cent 

administration 32.5 per cent 

d. Other. Please specify 


Who do you trust more to lead you out of the current situation? 


a. National movements 

b. Islamic movements 

c. Others 


7 What do you think of general strikes? 

a. Calls for general strikes should stop 

b. General strike days should be reduced 

c. Strike days should increase 

d. Number of strike days is suitable 


50.1 per cent 
21.5 per cent 

28.1 per cent 


293 per cent 
35.6 per cent 
053 per cent 
29.8 per cent 


Others: 


^^ a Src ft sr tion 1 (confederation) and <*«*»« I 

National forces: 48 per cent Yes for confederation 

45 per cent No for confederation 
7 per cent had no opinion 

Mamie forces: 12.7 Yes for confederatioil 

62. 1 per cent No for confederation 
° ' P® r cent had no opinion 

° tbers ' 383 per cent Yes for confedera- 

tion 

i 5 fl 7 £ e j Cent No *° r confederation 

j.o Had no opinion 

Wh ° SUpP ° rt -*-* movement towards the' 

37 7 ES w? 1 ! J* negotiati<>ns to continue 
negotiations to stop 

5.4 per cent did not express any opinion 

I 

90 per cent of those who said the nation 

the problem want to seelrfom coo,d Mtvc 

Croc. Tabulation betiveen p.a« of rCT<iei)ce md 

43.7 ner nwt - 


Refugee camps: 


4&0 per cent sS yes J or “""federation 
08.3 per Su - d 00 “’“federation 
per cent Expressed no opmion 

37.0 per cent said £ OT “’"federation 

«J^r cent Said yes for confed- - 
^0 Per oen, Said „o for confer 

£- 7 P" cent Expressed no opi„. . 





